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Native Plant Gardens are Work in Progress

Sams House native plant gardens were featured during a recent Sea
Rocket native garden tour featuring area sacturaries and homes. Sea Rocket
is the north/central Brevard chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
The Sams House gardens honor the land by recognizing and recreating the
natural habitats best suited to the site. Technically these habitats are known
as: Florida Scrub, Scrubby Flatwoods and Xeric Hammock. This garden
also provides a home for native wildlife including our large population of
gopher tortoises, as well as raccoons, racer snakes, owls, hawks, songbirds,
native pollinators and butterflies. It is also an interpretive resource for kids
and adults to learn about native plant species, habitats and how to help
protect the environment.  It is located in the interpretive loop and in front
of the Sams House.
The Native Plant Garden is a Certified Wildlife Habitat by the
National Wildlife Federation. This is a terrific program that homeowners
Sign points to Native Garden trail.
can participate in by getting their yards designated as a “Certified Wildlife
Habitat.”  Check out the details at https://www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat.
Native plant gardens will also promote Lagoon Friendly landscaping as endorsed through Keep Brevard
Beautiful.
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Local Residents Tour PICA Stormwater Facilities

Residents tour stormwater lakes and equipment at PICA.

Residents were provided a comprehensive tour
of stormwater systems on North Merritt Island (NMI) by
County Public Works and Natural Resources staff, John
Denninghoff, Robbyn Spratt, Bach McClure and Jim
Wham. The tour covered several areas on NMI with one of
the stops located at the pumping facility on the Pine Island
Conservation Area (PICA).
Because of excessive flooding problems on NMI,
County officials offered to show residents what has and will
be done to help aleviate flooding during storm events.
Another such tour is planned for Tues., June 25 from
8 a.m. to noon.   Call Kika Golan in D-2 Commissioners
office at 321 454-6601 or email kika.golan@brevardfl.gov if
you would like to be included in this stormwater bus tour.
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Sams House at Pine Island Conservation Area Study Trips
The Education Team saw a total of 1710 Students this 2018-2019 school year with 34 Public School Study Trips,
6 Private School Study Trips, and 9 Frontier Homeschool Study Trips.   Cancellations from 10 planned and scheduled
Study Trips would have boosted attendance numbers and outreach opportunities higher to surpass the previous two year
attendance of 1752 students and 2005 students respectively.
Curriculum taught ranged from VPK to 4th Grade with 1st and 4th grades being the most requested.  A newly
designed Frontier Homeschool was implemented this year. The success was measured in the increase in attendance and
number of return students through the year.  The Students enjoyed a progression of building their own Frontier Homeschool
notebooks and achievement pins for their personal lanyard for each session attended and completed.  Frontier Homeschool
topics covered chronologically listed were: Orientation, Pioneers, Nocturnal Animals, Archaeology, Migration, Gopher
Tortoises, Prescribed Fire, Composting, and Invasive Species.
The education team thanks everyone for their support in providing the Study Trips to our community. The students
often return for weekend programs and love showing their family members the Sams House. We are looking forward to the
next school year and seeing the happy smiling faces of our students once again as we set out on our paths to education. Have
a safe and happy summer everyone!   Registration for the coming school year will commence on August 12th.
Martha Pessaro, Central Region Education Coordinator, EEL Program

Mark Prynoski, Hiking Guide Extraordinaire
As each day begins and the sun brightens the eastern sky, we have the opportunity
to reflect on all that is good with the world and reflect on our circles of influence and
those who make a difference in our communities.  We recognize people for their talents in
making those differences and appreciate through thankful action all that they contribute.
Our spotlight this issue focuses on Mark Prynoski, Florida Master Naturalist.
Brevard’s Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program is fortunate to have Mark
conduct guided hikes on North, Central and South EEL Program properties.
Mark moved to Florida from Massachusetts.   He said, “I wanted to do something
different.” With family already living in Naples, he moved south and enjoyed the many
natural areas on Florida’s west coast and served as a Docent at Corkscrew Sanctuary.
Having also lived in Orlando and Gainesville, he eventually relocated to Brevard.  Mark
became involved with the Florida Master Naturalist Program. The Space Coast Chapter
was fortunate to have him serve as President-elect in its second year of operation and
Mark Prynowski at Cruickshank
President in the third year. The Chapter remains strong with 72 members. Another new
(Scrub Jay) Sanctuary, Rockledge.
Chapter has opened in Volusia County. Both Chapters are active with educational outreach
programs related to Florida’s natural habitats and trails.
Mark said, “Some of my most memorable
experiences would be walking with children in
our group hikes which has opened my eyes to the
refreshing enthusiasm expressed by the young
minds. They look at every stick and want to know
the ‘what’ and ‘why’ to everything they see.  Their
enthusiasm is so refreshing.”   When asked the
importance of being outside, Mark replied “It is a
combination of my soul and spiritual outlet to walk
in the undeveloped countryside and natural spaces
all over.”
Join us for hikes around the EEL Program lands
soon. As the day draws to a close and light fades,
reflect on all that is good with the world,    and
remember to get outside!!
Mark Prynowski guides a group of hikers at Sams House.
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Sams House Study Trips Teach Children about Pioneer Life
Many of the study trips to the Sams House teach
students about the lives and times of the Sams family
children who attended school in the Sams Cabin. By
comparing life then to life now, the students can appreciate
that changes have occurred throughout history, and that
some things remain the same. Students even experience
doing pioneer chores like hanging clothes on a clothesline.
While hiking through the trails, students encounter
life much the same as the pioneer children would have
experienced. Many of the plants were used for food and
medicine by the pioneers and today the natural habitat is
preserved as a sanctuary for all life.  The students compare
Children learning how to hang clothes to dry.
food sources for the pioneers with how we obtain our food
today.
The Sams House study trips foster a sense of awareness and appreciation for pioneer life, native plants and
animals, ecosystems, and the natural history of the area using hands on activities and unique outdoors immersion
into the natural world.

Happy Trails Corianne!
   Everyone at the Sams House at Pine Island Conservation Area bids a fond farewell to
Naturalist Corianne Conway as she departs for the great State of Texas and a career path that
will fulfill her dreams.  Corianne’s contributions to the education  team  at  the Sams House
over the past two years have been really appreciated and her advances with the Homeschool
programs brought us increased attendance over a wide variety of topics. We wish her all of
the best life has to offer in her new career path and move. Happy Trails Corianne!!

Upcoming Sams House Programs

l Master Naturalist Guided Hike - Sun., June 9, and July 7, 9 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. - Join Florida Master Naturalist Mark Prynoski

on a guided hike through the Cruickshank Sanctuary, famous for its Florida Scrub jays. Call 321 449-4720 for reservation.
l Corn Husk Away - Wed., June 19, 1-2 p.m. Learn how to make your own pioneer corn husk doll.
l Let’s Be Friends - Sat., June 22, 12 to 1 p.m. Pack a lunch and bring the family for a social gathering at the Sams House.
l Bat Workshop - Sun., June 23, 1-3 p.m. Shari Blissett-Clark, President of the Florida Bat Conservancy, will help attendees build
their own Bat House. Materials cost $50 and reservations required. Limited to 15 Bat Houses. Call 321 890-6150 to register.
l Pioneer Story Time - Tues., July 2, 10:30-11:00 a.m. - "The Very Hungry Caterpillar" by Eric Carle
l Dugout Canoe Workdays - Sun., July 14 and July 28, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. - Check the process and progress of this ongoing hand
carved dugout canoe project.
l Butterflies of the Sams House - Sat., July 20, 1 to 2 p.m. Learn about the native plants and butterflies in and around the Sams
House.
l “Green Fire” A Land Ethic for our Time - Sun., July 21, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. - Environmentalist Vince Lamb will show a film
“Green Fire” based on the work of Aldo Leopold followed by a discussion of our own Land Ethics.
l Native Plants of Sams House - Sat., July 27, 1 to 2 p.m.
Advise from the Aldo Leopold Foundation: Buy less. Buy used. Buy local. Buy certified. Plant a garden.
Run for local elected office: town board, school board, city council. Volunteer for a local conservation group
or at a National Forest or nature center. Conduct an energy audit at your home, school, or workplace. Go
outside and enjoy the natural world wherever you are.
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Contact Information

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region;  Ron
Chicone, EEL Asst. Land Manager for Central Region; Martha
Pessaro, Sams Education Center Coordinator; and Alex Schilling,
EEL Naturalists at Sams House, can all be reached at 321 449-4720.
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
Volgistics, this website which allows volunteers to sign up for shifts
or projects online, as well as record volunteer hours, is located...at:
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=53695
The Docent Desk computer is set up for entry as well.
Website: inactive at this time
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety

www.nbbd.com/godo/sanctuaries/SamsHouse/

Pine Island Knotes editor: Darleen Hunt, 321 452-8433, dhunt125@aol.com
Pine Island Preservation Society

Board of Directors
Rick English, President;  
John Schantzen, Vice President;
Elaine Leclerc, Secretary;
Darleen Hunt, Treasurer

The purpose of PIPS is to promote
conservation, awareness, and
apprecition of the Pine Island
Conservation Area and to provide
assistance to the Environmentally
Endangered Lands (EEL) Program

Liz Mandeville, Tom McFarland,  
Josie Neal, Frank Robb,
Al Sams, Diane Stees,
Jerry Stubbs, Elaine Williams,
Barb Venuto

PIPS is a private non-profit
501(c)(3) organization.
Contributions are deductable under
Sec. 170 of the IRS Code.

Amazon Smile (same as Amazon) donates 0.5% to
charitable organizations. When you make a purchase, please
choose Pine Island Preservation Society or 45-4898209 as your
donation charity. $11.67 was deposited to our bank in May.
Thank you and please keep choosing us as your donor recipient!!!
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President’s Thoughts...
Welcome to June! This month
we’re heading into Summer.
The
temperatures are climbing and the
daylight hours are a bit longer every day
until the solstice. This is a great time of
year to get outside and take advantage of
all the programs at the Sams House and
other EEL properties.
There are some very interesting hands-on activities
at the Sams House this summer. You can make your own bat
house to keep the flying insect population down, take part in
one of the dugout canoe workdays in July, and even learn
how to make a pioneer corn husk doll.
For the more adventurous, you can visit another
EEL property, the Cruickshank Sanctuary for a guided hike
led by Mark Prynowski, a Florida Master Naturalist, and
learn even more about the terrain, flora and fauna of our
little bit of paradise on the east coast.
Also, if you haven’t done it yet, please renew your
PIPS membership this month. Membership dues are a prime
source of funds which enable us to support PICA and the
Sams House Education Center.
Details for these and other activities are found in the
articles in this newsletter. Please take the opportunity this
month to get out and join others in enjoying the outdoors.
Or, just stop by to say hello!

Rick English
President

Pine Island Preservation Society

membership application

Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of
Brevard County, Florida.

Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________
Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
oNew
oRenewal

o
o
o
o
o

Senior (55+)		
Senior Couple (55+)
Individual			
Supporting			
Senior Couple Supporting

$10
$15
$15
$50
$75

o
o
o
o
o

Student			
Family			
Sams Descendants
Patron		
Life

$10
$20
$10
$1000
$250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl
$500
o Eagle
$1000
o Mastodon
$5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953

