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8th Annual Pioneer Day Was Best Ever

   Diane Stees, Chairwoman of the 8th Annual Pioneer Day

Festival held on February 9 at Sams House reported over 1400
in attendance.  Many guests rode shuttle buses from St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church where crowds gathered for cemetery tours
enhanced by reenactements by pioneer decendents. Joyce
Young chaired the St. Luke’s events which also included
lectures, exhibits and delicious home made soups.
The weather cooperated for the Pioneer Parade at 11 a.m.,
led by drum and fife, and EEL Central Region Education
Coordinator Martha Pessaro carrying a 38 star flag (18771890). The Sams family settled at Merritt Island in 1878.
Sams and LaRoche family descendants, including Thomas
Sams, a 95-year old patriarch. took part in the festival, and,
dressed in period attire, were in the parade.
A dugout canoe project on display offered attendees an
opportunity to help dig it out. Education was the theme in the
1888 two-story Sams House with antique books, an abacus
and other items displayed, including a framed Tribute of the
8th Annual Pioneer Day from State Rep. Tyler Sirois.
A
portion of the paved loop trail was closed due to a nesting
Barred Owl in an old cabbage palm.

Heidi’s Petting Farm of miniature goats was a hit
with the children as well as face painting by Maria
Falvey, corn husk doll crafting, cow milking and hunting
hay bale treasurers.
Four live bands provided toe tapping music all day.
Chris Minerva of the NMIHOA has placed a large
collection of his Pioneer Day photos on their website at
www.nmihoa.org.

Sams House and PIPS Participate in Several Outreach Events

     This certainly has been a season of Festivals for PIPS. First was the annual Space
Coast Birding Festival in January where Sams House staff participated in field trips
featuring Owls of Florida with Susan Boorse and her Great horned owl “Boots” and
Eastern Screech owl “Dora,” rehab animals.   Next was the Key Lime Pie Festival
with 10,500 attendees in late January on Merritt Island where Diane Stees, Martha
Pessaro, and Darleen Hunt had a booth with brochures and information about the EEL
Program, Sams House, and publicity about Pioneer Day. Then, was Pioneer Day in
early February.  And finally, the Scrub Jay Festival in February held in downtown
Titusville and the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge. The next outreach will be at
the Space Coast Community Association Annual Trade Show on Saturday, March 23
at the Hilton, Cocoa Beach.
      Increased visitor attendance indicates more and more visitors are learning about
Florida Scrub Jay poses with Sams
House volunteer Nefertiti Gonzalez at the the not-so-hidden treasure of the Sams House Nature Center and the Environmentally
Florida Scrub Jay Festival in Tiusville.
Endangered Lands Program of Brevard.
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Volunteers are Truly Valuable to Sams House and PICA

This is a great time to take a step back, take a breath, and look back on the past quarter. We have had some big events
and we are always trying to fit the most into the months that are cooler and easier to do the outside work necessary on these
Sanctuary sites.
We couldn’t accomplish everything without the help of our volunteers. For the first time in a while, the Central EEL staff
has been full, without any vacancies. Our staff is spread out between seven sites within the Central Region. Gratefully, we
have had help with trails, trash, animal surveys, and everything in between from our volunteers this winter season.
With huge numbers for the Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival in January, staff and volunteers provided
educational opportunities on multiple sites for the week. Again, volunteers were there to help our thinly-stretched staff to
ensure the most was offered to the public for that exciting week.
Then we had Pioneer Day in February. With about 1400 citizens showing up, we got help from over 70 volunteers that
day to make this Pioneer Day the best yet. Thank you again to the PIPS members who organized and staffed this event and
made it the wonderful success that it was!
And lastly, I wanted to specifically mention those that have helped clean up the ground around Sams House as well
as staff our Cabin as docents. It is important to the staff here that every visitor is greeted and acknowledged. The warm
welcome and that initial introduction to the site and trails within the Sanctuary, provide a great interactive opportunity for
our guests to engage in learning all about the Sams House at Pine Island Conservation Area. Through the years we have
become more popular and well known to the community, but we frequently have guests that are astonished with all that the
880 acre site has to offer.
To become one of our valued volunteers, please contact the Education Center (321-449-4720). With a quick volunteer
interview and some minor paperwork, you can become part of the Sams Volunteer Family and help this Sanctuary and the
others in the Region be the best possible destinations Brevard County has to offer!
David DeMeyer
EEL Land Manager, Central Region

Pollinator Path and Pavilion Is Up and Educating
     The new Pollinator Path
and pavilion are a very
popular addition to the
exterior exhibit loop at the
Sams House Nature Center.  
      Take a stroll before it gets
too hot.

Photo left and above show bee box hive and tools,
and one of many beautiful interpretive signs.
Photo left below shows honeycomb on ceiling
inside pavilion complete with bees as well as
interpretive signs and benches.

Welcome New Members

     A warm welcome to our newest
board member of the Pine Island
Preservation Society, Frank Robb.
Frank, a noted reptile expert, has
been a volunteer at the PICA and
Sams House for several years.
        The Pine Island Preservation Society is pleased
to welcome the following new members who
recently joined this Association: Mary Consolato,
Margaret Crockett, and Nancy Thompson.

Pine Island Knotes				

March 2019			

Page 3

University Students Partner with the EEL Programs

      Thirteen Students from the Union University of Tennessee returned in MidJanuary for their annual stay in the Sams House for Accelerated Ornithology
and Marine Biology courses.  This year they completed three separate transect
and 360 degree birding surveys at the Ulumay Sanctuary, as well as the Pine
Island Conservation Area including Sams House.  Data collected will be used
for inclusions and comparisons in the EEL Central Region Management Plan.  
Transect and 360 degree birding surveys are scientific methods for collection
of data using a known transect, or path, and using stand in place 360 degree
observations.
        Next, University of South Carolina students arrive on March 10 for a
week’s stay when they will work on projects at the Pine Island Conservation
Area and in the South EEL Program region.

Snowy Egret

“Walking Book Club” Series Held at Sams House
      During January and February Erin Netterstrom from the Merritt Island Library led
“Walking Book Club” participants around the Sams House Nature Center discussing “H is
for Hawk” by Helen Macdonald and “The Yearling” by Marjory Keenan Rawlings.  Next,
on March 22, “The Beach House Memories” by Mary Alice Monroe will be featured.
Attendance has been great for these adventures!

Children Learn About Prescribed Fires

Florida Prescribed Fire Awareness week was celebrated Jan. 28 - Feb. 3 at the Sams House. Florida Forest Services from Cocoa joined
the EELS staff to illustrate the benefits of prescribed fires and safety equipment used. Children were given the opportunity to spray a hose
like a real wild land firefighter. Smokey the Bear was there too! Prescribed fires are one of the most ecological and efficient methods used
to manage Environmentally Endangered Lands conservation areas.

Upcoming Sams House Programs

l Frontier School- Fri., Mar. 15, 10:30 a.m. to noon. Learn about prescribed fire awareness during March homeschool. Part

of the session will be held outdoors learning about fires in Florida and how plants, animals, and humans react when flames
erupt. Call to sign up 321 449-4720.

l South Flatwoods Hike - Sun., Mar. 17, 10:00 a.m. to noon. Mark Prynoski, Florida Master Naturalist, will lead an excursion
through pine flatwoods with an active bald eagle nest and many spectacular birds and plants. Meet at Sams House to carpool to Pine
Island. Please call 321 449-4720.
l Walking Book Club - Fri., Mar. 22, 10:30-11:30 a.m. The next in the series of this special Walking Book Club will be “The
Beach House Memories” by Mary Alice Monroe which will be discussed during a stroll around the Sams House. Please call the M.I.
library to register at 321 455-1360.
l March of Museums - Sat., Mar. 23, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. A special Sams House and exhibit tour will be provided by a pioneer guide
who will explain what was necessary to make a home in Merritt Island and visit the oldest home in Brevard.
l The Turtle Club - Sat., Mar. 30, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. This children’s program will be packed full of turtally awesome activities for
lovers of sea turtles and the turtle club.
l Earth Day - Sat., Apr. 20, Celebrated at the Enchanted Forest
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Contact Information

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region;  Ron
Chicone, EEL Asst. Land Manager for Central Region; Martha
Pessaro, Sams Education Center Coordinator; Corianne Conway, and
Alex Schilling, EEL Naturalists at Sams House, can all be reached at
321 449-4720.
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
Volgistics, this website which allows volunteers to sign up for shifts
or projects online, as well as record volunteer hours, is located...at:
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=53695
The Docent Desk computer is set up for entry as well.
Website: inactive at this time
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety

www.nbbd.com/godo/sanctuaries/SamsHouse/

Pine Island Knotes editor: Darleen Hunt, 321 452-8433, dhunt125@aol.com
Pine Island Preservation Society

Board of Directors
Rick English, president;  
John Schantzen, vice president;
Elaine Leclerc, secretary;
Darleen Hunt, treasurer

The purpose of PIPS is to promote
conservation, awareness, and
apprecition of the Pine Island
Conservation Area and to provide
assistance to the Environmentally
Endangered Lands (EEL) Program

Liz Mandeville, Tom McFarland,  
Josie Neal, Frank Robb,
Al Sams, Diane Stees,
Jerry Stubbs, Elaine Williams,
Barb Venuto

PIPS is a private non-profit
501(c)(3) organization.
Contributions are deductable under
Sec. 170 of the IRS Code.

Amazon Smile (same as Amazon) donates 0.5% to charitable
organizations. When you make a purchase, please choose Pine
Island Preservation Society or 45-4898209 as your charity of
choice. Funds will be deposited to our account twice a year. :~)
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President’s Thoughts...
In a few days, Spring will be “officially”
upon us. Our moderate Florida winters,
however, enable us to spend most of the
year in leisurely outdoor pursuits. Please
take this seasonal opportunity to visit
PICA and the Sams House and especially to explore areas
you haven’t yet visited.
Pioneer day was another great success this year. As you
read above, over 1400 attended and enjoyed many activities
both at Sams House and St. Luke’s. Big thanks go out to all
of the volunteers at Sams House and St. Luke’s who made
this day possible for all of our visitors.
Also, as noted above, we welcome Frank Robb as our newest
PIPS board member. He is well known to anyone who spends
much time at Sams House and his selection to fill a vacant
seat on the board brings us back up to thirteen members as
outlined in the PIPS bylaws.
Speaking of the PIPS board, we meet (usually at the
Sams cabin) on the third Thursday of every month at 5 p.m.
and meetings rarely last more than an hour. Board members
and staff members from Sams House and PICA attend, but
everyone is more than welcome to join us. Please take an
opportunity to join us on a Thursday afternoon. We’d be
happy to have you!

Rick English
President

Pine Island Preservation Society

membership application

Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of
Brevard County, Florida.

Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________
Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
oNew
oRenewal

o
o
o
o
o

Senior (55+)		
Senior Couple (55+)
Individual			
Supporting			
Senior Couple Supporting

$10
$15
$15
$50
$75

o
o
o
o
o

Student			
Family			
Sams Descendants
Patron		
Life

$10
$20
$10
$1000
$250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl
$500
o Eagle
$1000
o Mastodon
$5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953

