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7th Annual Pioneer Day Festival

Saturday, February 10

Sams House and St. Luke’s - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The seventh annual Pioneer Day festival co-hosted by
Sams House and St. Luke’s will be held on Sat., February
10. Featured will be historical exhibits, demonstrations,
presentations, vendors, art booths, live music, great food and
more. Parking is available at both locations with shuttles
provided. $1 donation is requested.
At St. Luke’s learn about early settlers from Sams
decendents in period dress as they take on the role of
individuals in an historic cemetery stroll, feast on homemade
soups and a fish fry.
At Sams House exhibits feature Florida history, archaeology
and anthropology, bats, outdoor cooking, spinning wool, a
crafts fair and farmer’s market as well as many handmade
items. Enjoy toe tapping music by The Celery City String
Band.
For more information visit www.mipioneerday.com and
www.facebook.com/pioneerdaymerrittisland
At Sams House Pioneer Day
will feature transportation history
including dugout canoes like the
one pictured with Sams pioneer,
Eva. Waterways were the
primary means of transportation
for Florida pioneers.
Plans are underway to allow
guests to help carve a dugout
canoe.

Golf Cart Parade - Dec. 17
On Sunday, Dec. 17, about 5 p.m. a
small neighborhood Christmas Golf Cart
Parade will begin and end at the Sams
House Nature Center. The Preservation
Society is assisting with this local event.
The parade of about 40 lighted golf carts
and vehicles led by an antique fire truck
will travel south on N. Tropical Trail and
wind through a few subdivisions returning to Sams House
after traveling about 11 miles.

General Membership
and
Volunteer Recognition Reception
Friday,

January 5, 5:30 to 8:00p.m.

Sams House

Join us for the fifth annual general membership
meeting for friends and volunteers of the Pine Island
Conservation Area (PICA) and Sams House.

Refreshments -Music - Silent Auction
Please rsvp by January 2 to Martha.Pessaro@
brevardfl.gov or DHunt125@aol.com

Donations for the silent auction are welcomed. Please drop off items
to the Sams House on January 2, 3, or 4.

Space Coast Birding and
Wildlife Festival

The 21th annual Space Coast Birding and Wildlife
Festival will be held January 24 to 29, 2018. This
event is the largest birding and wildlife festival in the
U.S. Field trips are planned to include many diverse
habitats, wildlife and natural history. Brevard County
EEL Sanctuaries including Sams House and the Pine
Island Conservation Area (PICA) are included in the
festival venues.
lNight Owl Prowl, Sams House, Sun., Jan. 28, 6 to 8:30 p.m.
lEagle Families, Sams House, Sat.,Jan 27, 10:30 a.m.-noon
lPioneer Hike to PICA, Sun.,Jan 28 10:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m.
Registration for these and many more events is available
on the Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival website:
http://www.spacecoastbirdingandwildlifefestival.org/

www.pipsmi.com
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Trails are Open and New Exhibit to be Open Soon

Pine Island is fully open to the public again with all but one trail accessible. The shoreline trail was badly
damaged during the hurricane and will be re-routed with the help of the University of South Carolina during their
annual visit at the beginning of the year. Our south flatwoods trail still remains a bit wet, but can be completed if
you don’t mind your feet getting wet.
Our new Exhibit, The Story of Pine will be open soon. The informational panels are scheduled to arrive from
the fabricators early in January and installation will follow. This exciting new set of interpretive panels that were
researched and designed by our
Sams House Naturalists, Kaitlin
Pine Flatwoods Pursuit
Hurley and Corianne Conway,
will be housed in the wooden
pavilion created through the Eagle
Scout project headed up by Dalton
Knudsen. Historic components
of the cabin construction will be
on display to round out the whole
project.
A lightning strike started a fire in the
pine flatwoods! Spin a number to move
your animal from start to finish to
escape the wildfire! Escaping to safety is
no easy task! There are many obstacles
in the way.

You can still see
smoke! Take
another turn to
escape the fire.

SAFETY

START

A pine tree falls into
your path. Go back 2
spaces to go around.

Another animal
has kicked you out
of your gopher
tortoise burrow
move ahead 2
spaces!

You found a
watering hole.
Lose a turn
while you cool
off in the water.

-

Upcoming Sams House Programs
lWildlife Photography Workshop Sat., Dec. 16, 2 to 4 p.m..by Vince Lamb, noted
photographer and environmentalist. Learn wildlife
photography skills, followed by field experience.
Bring your DSLR camera. Call 321 449-4720 for
reservations.
lCrystal Crafts - Sun., Dec, 17, 1 to 2
p.m.Crystallography. Learn how crystals are
formed and create some to take home. Wear close
toe shoes.
lBuild a Bat House - Thurs. Jan. 7, 1 to
4 p.m. - Shari Blissett-Clark, Pres., Florida Bat
Conservancy will hold a workshop for families
to build a bat house as well as how to properly
install the bat house on your property. Cost, $40
for materials.Please bring a battery powered drill.
Registration required. Please call 321 449-4720 to
reserve a spot.
l”Egg”-streme Parachutes - Sat., Jan.
13, 1 to 2 - All ages welcome for a family friendly
gravity adventure.
lBird Watching on Pine Island - Sun.
Jan. 20, 8 to 10 a.m. - Join Dr. Andy Madison and
his students to scout for the birds of Pine Island.
Bring water, closed toe shoes, bug repellant, and
binoculars.

David DeMeyer
EEL Land Manager, Central Region

Hunting Giant Beasts

Elaine Williams, Archaeologist and Board member of the
Preservation Society, presented a program on “Hunting
Giant Beasts” where she talked about humans interacting
with megafauna and how they used them for food. Fossils
were also displayed in the cabin by David Celli.

Growing Mushrooms

Wild mushroom photo by
Debbie Richard

www.pipsmi.com

Dr. Jay Barnhart gave a presentation
on how to grow mushrooms and
where to obtain resources including
kits that can be purchased online.
Barnhart then led participants on
an expedition to find mushrooms in
the wild. He also stressed not to eat
wild mushrooms explaining that
“you might only eat them once”.
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Wool Felting Workshop Held at Sams House
An art of wool felting workshop was held at
Sams House in November. Libby Kahn, President,
Space Coast Weavers and Fiber Guild, led a
group of 30 atttendees who spent the day carding,
felting, designing and creating a beautiful window
hanging from sheeps wool. Kahn took the quiltlike creation home to finish the borders and add
material so that this masterpiece can eventually be
hung over a window at the Sams House. It should
be in place by the New Year.

Sams House, A Popular Venue for Special Events

The grounds and facilities at the Sams House continue to be a venue for special events as shown in these photos.

The 3rd annual Archaeologists for Autism event held in October
accommodated about 300 guests. Photo shows young lad
conducting a simulated archaeological dig.

An outdoor wedding at Sams House began the journey of their
life together as a married couple for April and Jeffery Gantz in
November.

The NMIHOA has regularly held their annual picnic at Sams House.
Above photo shows smiling attendees at October event taking part
in a hay ride. This year about 250 guests attended.

Special events can be scheduled at the Sams
House by contacting Martha Pessaro, 321 4494720. A fee schedule has been established
by Brevard County Parks and Recreation
Department for use of facilities there.

www.pipsmi.com

Pine Island Knotes		

December 2017			

President’s Thoughts...

Contact Information
David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region;
Martha Pessaro, Education Center Coordinator; and Kaitlin Hurley
and Corianne Conway, EEL Naturalists at Sams House, can all be
reached at 321 449-4720.
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
Volgistics, this website which allows volunteers to sign up for shifts
or projects online, as well as record volunteer hours, is located...at
this new address:
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=53695
The Docent Desk computer is set up for entry as well.
Website: pipsmi.com
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety
Pine Island Knotes editor: Darleen Hunt, 321 452-8433,
dhunt125@aol.com
Pine Island Preservation Society

Board of Directors
Rick English, president;
John Schantzen, vice president;
Elaine Leclerc, secretary;
Louise Parker and Darleen Hunt,
co-treasurers
Tom McFarland, Diane Stees;
Al Sams; Jerry Stubbs; Debbie
Richard, and Elaine Williams
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Gift Wall Items for Sale
A new shipment of Sams
House T-shirts are in.
All sizes are available
now and a new scoop neck
design has been added.
Post Cards are the latest
new item offered at the
Gift Wall.

As 2017 draws to a close and the
weather turns cooler, the level of visitation
and activities at the Sams House and Pine
Island Conservation area continue to
increase.
As noted on page 2, there are many
fascinating programs coming up at the
Sams House. Please take the opportunity to join in the
fun. But there’s so much more coming up, too. The PIPS
annual membership meeting and volunteer appreciation
reception is coming up early in the new year. Come and
enjoy the fellowship of the other PIPS members and show
your appreciation for the volunteers and Sams House staff
that make our programs and activities possible.
Pioneer Day is on February 10th. This is our grandest
event of the year and showcases many local exhibitors and
vendors while celebrating the history and early settlers of our
island. Join us at Sams House and at St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church for the day and soak in the history that surrounds us.
As I noted in last year’s Knotes, the mission of PIPS is to
preserve and enhance this treasure of history and nature
on Merritt Island. You, our members and volunteers, make
this possible. So please plan on attending one or all of our
events, or just visit to walk around and enjoy what you have
made possible.

Rick English

Members received 10%
discount.

President

Pine Island Preservation Society

membership application

Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of
Brevard County, Florida.

Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________
Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
oNew
oRenewal

o
o
o
o
o

Senior (55+)		
Senior Couple (55+)
Individual			
Supporting			
Senior Couple Supporting

$10
$15
$15
$50
$75

o
o
o
o
o

Student			
Family			
Sams Descendants
Patron		
Life

$10
$20
$10
$1000
$250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl
$500
o Eagle
$1000
o Mastodon
$5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953

www.pipsmi.com

