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Corianne  Conway, Newest 
Sams House Naturalist

Another Fantastic 
Pioneer Day 

       Another bright shining star has been added to the 
staff at Sams House.
        Corianne Conway is originally from Pennsylvania 
and moved to Florida for college. She attended 
Florida Institute of Technology and received her 
bachelors degree in biology with a concentration 
in marine biology. She 
has served internships 
at SeaWorld and the 
Brevard Zoo. Corianne 
enjoys sharing her 
knowledge and passion 
for the environment and 
conservation.  She is 
rapidly learning about the 
programs offered at Sams 
House and developing 
new ones.
      Several applied for the 
position of Naturalist with 
the Brevard County EEL 
Program at Sams House 
and Corianne Conway 
was chosen.  Everyone is 
pleased.

Corianne Conway

        New board members and new officers have been 
elected to the Pine Island Preservation Society Board of 
Directors.  New officers for this year are:  Rick English, 
president; John Schantzen, vice president, Elaine 
Leclerc, secretary; and Louise Parker and Darleen 
Hunt co-treasurers.  New board members are: Debbie 
Richard, Elaine Williams and Louise Parker.  All other 
board members:  Kevin Gidusko, Patty Meyers, Diane 
Stees, Tom McFarland, Jerry Stubbs, Al Sams, Celia 
Williams.  Departing the board this past year were: Judy 
Casper, Sandy Natowich, Molly Thomas and Norween 
Watza.  A big thank you to all board members past and 
present. 

Society 2017 Board of Directors

        After extensive coordination and planning topped 
off with perfect weather, the 6th Annual Pioneer Day 
event between Sams House and St. Luke’s turned out 
to be a fantastic day with 1655 people counted entering 
the gates at Sams House.   A shuttle bus and vans moved 
guests between the two venues.  St. Luke’s sold out 
their homemade luncheon soups tallying 350 bowls. 
Exhibitors, vendors, music, children’s activities, and 
food combined to provide entertainment for all ages. 
We were especially pleased to have members of Sams 
Family decendents from other parts of the U.S.  take an 
active role at both venues.   

 Exhibits included  
Archaeology, Florida Bats, 
wool spinning, Confederate 
Sons, and Order of the 
Confederate Rose, and a 
number of historical and 
nature societies. Vendors 
included Pappa’s Backyard 
Honey, Spade and Trowel 
Club Crafts, artists, and 
orchids.  Music was 
provided by Celery City 
Band, Freightliner Blue 
Grass Band, and Chris 
Kahl. Seminole Reinactments.

Sams Family portray specific 1800’s family members in Sams House parlor. 
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Volunteers are our backbone....

  “Little Nature Pioneers” Lessons Taught at Sams House
        Several programs for visiting student groups are conducted at the Sams House.  One of these programs 
features “Little Nature Pioneers” where young people in grades VPK to second grade are taught about what 
pioneer children would have had to endure.  Details include explanations of where food was cooked (outdoor 
kitchens), where the food came from (gardens) or where restroom facilities were (outdoors), or how clothes were 
washed and dried (by hand, hung outdoors), and more.  To help them be “in character,” the students are offered 
pioneer garments to wear....an apron and/or a bandana.  
 Teachers reserve a day for their students to attend Sams House programs in advance.  From  August through 
early March, 1223 students have participated so far this year.  All available dates are filled for the remainder of the 
school year. There are grade level programs for VPK through sixth grade as well as home school study trips.

Handmade Aprons and Bandanas

Kaitlin Hurley and Corianne Conway, Sams House naturalists, conduct 
a session in the cabin about the life of pioneer children.  They are all 
wearing their aprons and/or bandanas.

    As with many of 
the activities at the 
Sams House and the 
PICA, when there is a 
need, often volunteers 
step up to provide 
the materials and 
manpower to help 
make things happen.
    So it was with the 
aprons and bandanas 
for the “Little Nature 
Pioneers.” Susan Hunt, a 
a former Space Shuttle
engineer, and an excellent seamstress, volunteered 
to make 24 small aprons and bandanas.  She also 
made the blackout curtains used in the cabin for 
projected presentations.  Thank you Susan!

Susan Hunt (seamstress) 
and Heidi Trout (model)

	 I’d	 like	 to	 take	 this	 opportunity	 to	 thank	all	 of	 our	 volunteers	 that	work	hard	
throughout	the	EEL	Central	Region.		We	cannot	fully	operate	this	region	without	all	
of	your	hard	work.		From	docents	in	the	Cabin	who	give	tours	to	the	public,	to	those	of	
you	that	have	helped	us	clean	the	trails	before	the	spring	growth	begins.		We	currently	
have	a	beautiful	native	plant	garden	taking	shape	at	the	Sams	House	and	our	local	
Eagle	Scouts	have	volunteered	time	completing	many	of	their	Scout	Projects	on	our	
sites.	We	have	volunteers	that	are	collecting	reptile	data,	completing	butterfly	surveys,	
and	performing	plant	surveys	to	name	a	few.		
								All	of	these	volunteer	hours	provide	information	that	we	can	add	to	our	management	
plans	and	better	inform	the	community	as	well	as	our	visiting	guests	as	to	what	is	
available	to	do	and	see	on	our	sites	when	visiting	the	EEL	Central	Region.		So	thank	
you	again!
						Our	volunteers	put	in	hundreds	of	hours	every	month	collectively	but	we	can	always	
use	more	help!!		Give	Martha	a	call	at	321-449-4720	and	she	can	let	you	know	the	
process	and	what	types	of	volunteer	activities	may	be	available	for	you.

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager, Central Region

April 
Presentations at 

Sams House
lSat., Apr. 8, 10 to 11 a.m. 
- “Backyard Beekeepers”
lSat., Apr. 15, 11 to 
12 noon - Dr. Gordon 
Patterson, FIT,  “A history 
of mosquito born disease 
and mosquito control.”
lSat.,  Apr. 29, 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. - Megan 
Wilkinson, Landscape 
Artist, “Native species in 
the garden.”
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  The PICA and Sams House are Favorite Hiking Destinations
 Many visitors to the Sams House come for the opportunity to hike the trails on the Pine Island Conservation 
Area (PICA) some of which begin in and around the Sams House.  Guests are offered a map of the trails with 
distances listed so they can anticipate the time and difficulty of their hike.  
 Guided hikes by staff or volunteers are frequently offered and some have a special focus like Family 
Hike, Megafauna Hike, Pioneer Hike, Native Plant Hike, with emphasis on diverse wildlife and ecosystems.  
Experienced hikers, who are natural explorerers, like to use the map and strike out on their own.   Whatever the 
level, all participants are encouraged to wear protective clothing...close-toed shoes, sun protection and insect 
repellent.

  Alternative Spring Breakers Work on Boardwalk Project

During a February hike Angie Howell photographed 
this alligator on the Garnet Trail.

 During their spring break in March 2017, eleven students 
from the University of South Carolina (USC) spent five days at 
the Sams House.  
 This was the fifth time students from USC have used 
their spring break time to work on improvement projects on 
the Pine Island Conservation Area. Projects have included the 
Garnet Trail, boardwalks, and fencing for a parking lot.  This 
year the spring breakers worked on a boardwalk project along the  
Blue Trail.  
 

Photo to left shows the USC students working on the boardwalk. 

  PICA Took Part in Space Coast Birding Festival 
        The 20th annual Space Coast Birding and Wildlfe Festival, held in January, featured 
nature opportunities at several of the EEL Properties including the Sams House.  Martha 
Pessaro, Sanctuary Steward, gave a presentation then led a field trip with a dozen birders 
who were treated to sightings of two adult bald eagles in a tree, a hawk flying by,  and 
a great horned owl.  Later 66 participants attended the night Owl Prowl.  Susan Boorse 
from Brevard Parks and Recreation did a presentation which included two rehabitated 
owls named Boots and Dora the Explorer.

Family hiking on the Blue Trail. Seniors hiking on Garnet Trail.
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UCF Students Work on Archaeological Excavation
      During the Archaeologists for Autism event held last November, students started an archaeological excavation.  
Then, in January of this year, fifteen University of Central Florida students monitored by lead Archaeologist for 
the Sams House, Tom Penders, returned to continue the excavation.  The dig uncovered several pieces of Incised 
Pottery which will be expertly examined.  A preliminary determination is that the sherds probably date back to 
500 to 1000 BC.

Photo: (left) 
UCF students 
working on 
archaeological 
excavation.
Photo: (right) 
Hand holding 
Incised Pottery 
and bag with  
documentation 
about site and 
technical data.

Trash to Treasures Day 
      Volunteers, young and young at heart, came to Sams 
House and the PICA for “Trash to Treasures Day.”  This was 
a clean up project for the Sanctuary.  Young volunteers could 
choose a treasure from the Sams House Trading Post.  Items 
included shells, owl pellets, seeds, pinecones and other 
natural treasurers.  Photo below shows young lad carefully 
chosing his treasure.

Welcome New Members

 The Pine Island Preservation Society is pleased to 
welcome the following new members who recently 
joined this Association: Lori Cunniff, Melinda Burnett, 
Rob Faddis, and Louise and Bill Parker.

Annual Members/Volunteers 
Event Held in January

       The Pine Island Preservation Society’s (PIPS) annual 
general membership meeting and volunteer awards 
ceremony was held in January at the Sams House.  Live 
music was provided by the Pine Trio band, a silent auction 
generated nearly $700 in donatons, and trays full of delicious 
refreshments were served in the screen room.  Two new PIPS 
board members elected that evening are Debbie Richard and 
Elaine Williams.   Volunteer hour Awards were presented by 
Martha Pessaro,  Sanctuary Steward, to: Seth Badana, James 
Barrall, Jere and Peggy Coleman, Maggie DeCooney, Rick English, 
Jim and Nancy Escoffiers, Frank Fisher, Madison Guntoli, Nathan Huet, 
Darleen Hunt, Oliver Irlam, Lillian Matthew, Kevin McMehan, Sarah 
Orchard, Frank Robb, Al Sams, John 
Schantzen, Vivian Shay, Diane Stees, 
Hannah Stevens, Hank Tenwolde, 
Dylan Thomas, Noreen Watza, 
Megan Wilkinson, Elaine Williams, 
Shaye Williams, Fred Woelk, and Hue 
Worrells.
Photo (right): Lia wins fruit basket in silent 
auction. (below) “Pine Trio,” Lynn and Joe Gray, 
and Dana Stees entertain guests.
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Laurel Oak Garden Being Added to the Exhibit Loop 
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Volunteers Spruce up Pole Garden in Front of Sams House
    Garden areas, even native ones, need 
sprucing up and weeding out at regular 
intervals.   The (flag) Pole Garden in front of 
the Sams Houses, with natives like Gaillardia, 
Mimosa pudica ground cover,  and Fire 
Bush, were in need of a good clearing out of 
unwanted weeds.
       Pricillia and Carson Saad volunteered to 
make the area beautiful again in time for the 
Pioneer Day festival.  They spent several days 
pulling and digging and triming the garden, 
which is a center piece of the landscape at the 
Sams House nature center.
       Pricillia is a school teacher and son, Carson 
is a Bright Future Student at Edgewood Jr./
Sr. High School.
      
Photo left shows Pricilla and Carson carefully weeding  
the Pole Garden.

     A grand ole Laurel Oak tree  fell 
and died in the center of the Exhibit 
Loop.  Several ideas floated around 
about what to do with the tree and the 
area.  Professional landscaper, Megan  
Wilkinson, offered to create a special 
garden there.  She said, when complete, 
the Laurel Oak Garden will feature four 
primary ecosystems commonly found 
in Florida. The Hardwood Hammock, 
Pine Flatwoods, Upland Scrub, and 
Coast Strand Ecosystems are comon, 
but essential, ecosystems to the Florida 
landscape. The plants and features in 
this garden have been chosen for their 
importance to butterflies and insects, 
gopher tortoises and many types of 
birds.
       Megan has been volunteering her time for several weeks and is making 
great leaps of progress.  First she designed the layout, then began to remove 
non-native and incompatable plants and trees.  She has created paths, and added 
seating areas. 
       Recently Megan and several other volunteers installed a small pond liner 
to create a water feature which will be planted with Blue Flag Iris, Pickerel and 
other water plants.  (see photo above)
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Pine Island Preservation Society 

Board of Directors
Rick English, president;  

John Schantzen, vice president; 
Elaine Leclerc, secretary; 

Louise Parker and Darleen Hunt, co-treasurers 
 

Tom McFarland, Diane Stees; Al Sams; Jerry 
Stubbs; Celia Williams; Patty Meyers, Kevin 

Gidusko; Debbie Richard, and Elaine Williams,
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President’s thoughts...

membership application
Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist 
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of 
Brevard County, Florida.
Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________

Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:        oNew            oRenewal

o Senior (55+)  $10
o Senior Couple (55+) $15
o Individual   $15
o Supporting   $50
o Senior Couple Supporting $75

o Student   $10
o Family   $20
o Sams Descendants $10
o Patron           $1000
o Life              $250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl $500
o Eagle             $1000
o Mastodon              $5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region; 
Martha Pessaro, Sanctuary Steward; and Kaitlin Hurley and 
Corianne Conway, EEL Naturalists at Sams House, can all be 
reached at 321 449-4720. 
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
(this	website	is	where	the	Volgistics	program,	which	allows	
volunteers	to	sign	up	for	shifts	or	projects	online,	as	well	as	record	
volunteer	hours,	is	located...click	on	the Y)

Website: pipsmi.com
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety
Pine Island Knotes	editor: Darleen Hunt, 321 452-8433, 
dhunt125@aol.com

Contact Information

Rick English
President
Pine Island Preservation Society
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					It	was	a	real	pleasure	serving	
as	 the	 president	 of	 PIPS	 for	 the	
last	 year	 and	 an	 honor	 to	 be	
reelected	 for	 another	 term.	 	 We	
are	all	looking	forward	to	another	
year	 of	 outstanding	 educational	
and	 informative	 programs	 and	
excellent	support	provided	by	our	
dedicated	volunteers	and	the	outstanding	EEL	staff.
	 	 	 	 	 Any	 organization	 like	 PIPS	 is	 dependent	 on	 the	
strength	 and	 numbers	 of	 our	 volunteers.	 	 Ours	 are	
second	 to	 none.	 	 Whether	 staffing	 the	 visitor	 desk,	
helping	with	the	gardening	or	supporting	programs	or	
events,	 there	 is	always	 room	 for	more	helping	hands.	
If	 you	have	one	or	 two	hours	 a	week,	 please	 contact	
Martha	 Pessaro	 to	 get	 your	 place	 on	 our	 volunteer	
schedule.	 	 Her	 information	 is	 in	 the	 box	 to	 the	 left.		
Invite	your	friends	and	family	to	become	active	in	our	
community	with	this	great	group.
							So	come	hike	our	trails,	fish	in	our	lakes	and	the	
river,	enjoy	our	programs	and	volunteer	a	few	hours	to	
help	PICA	remain	one	of	the	outstanding	places	to	visit	
in	this	area.		You’ll	be	glad	you	did.


