
Pine Island Knotes  Newsletter of the Pine Island Preservation Society
      Number 15                                     September 2016
          

       Plans to Restore the Indian River Lagoon
 Virginia Barker, Director of Natural Resources 
Management for  Brevard County was the guest speaker 
on Sunday, August 7, in the Sams cabin.  She gave a 
comprehensive overview of the science-based County plan 
to restore the Indian River Lagoon (IRL). Barker later gave 
the same presentation to the Board of County commissioners 
the following Tuesday.
 Over 50 people were in the Cabin to hear her speak, filling 
every corner, sitting in chairs, standing and some sitting on 
the floor.  

 Barker explained that the Lagoon has been unraveling for 
the past 5 years with algae blooms, brown tide, fish kills, and 
loss of seagrass.  She outlined a $302 million plan to restore the 
IRL.  The entire 70+page presentation plus additional data can 
be viewed at www.brevardcounty.us/NaturalResources/Home 
and http://bit.ly/2aUpEjb
 On Nov. 8, Brevard 
residents can vote for a 
healthy Lagoon with a 1/2 
cent sales tax referendum 
that will generate more 
than $30 million annually 
for the next 10 years. This 
dedicated fund will be 
controlled by Brevard 
County under the close 
watch of a seven-person Lagoon Oversight Committee.  You 
are encouraged to vote “yes” for the sales tax amendment.

Sat., Sept. 24, “Museum Day” -   
         exhibits all day, and
         “Public Lands Day” - Life of the        
         Lagoon - 10:00 to noon
Sun., Sept. 25 - 10 a.m. to noon  -     
        Sams House garden sprucing -  
        volunteers needed. 
Sat., Oct. 8 - Shoreline Habitat - 
        10 a.m. to noon
Sat., Oct. 15, 16, - Bioblitz (see Pg.4)
Sat., Oct. 22 -  NMIHOA Annual Picnic  
         10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Tickets on                
            sale in cabin).
Sat., Oct. 29 - Cruickshank History by  
        Charlie Venuto (see Pg. 2)
Sat., Nov. 19 - Archeologists for Autism  
         Volunteers needed. (see Pg. 3)
Sat., Feb. 11, 2017, Pioneer Day
        9 a.m. to 4 p.m.-  Annual Festival        
        at Sams House and St. Luke’s.  
        Volunteers needed.

Calendar of Events
   During the past month, the 
Brevard County Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program 
(EEL) has burned the two units 
of flatwooods at Pine Island 
Conservation Area (PICA),  
located at the end of Pine Island 
Road on Merritt Island. 
   “Prescribed fire” is used as a tool 
in maintaining a healthy, natural 
habitat.  After these two burns, the 
trails are now open for citizens to 
view the native plant species in 
their   regrowing   process.    Over 
seven miles of trails are maintained for passive recreation.  Using the nutrients 
that have been returned to the soil, these native species waist no time regenerating 
to capitalize on the open space and sunlight that is now available.  
    Learn more about native species and their historical relationship with fire by 
visiting staff at the historical Sams House Nature Center.  One of three education 
centers within the EEL Program, the Sams House is located at 6195 North 
Tropical Trail, Merritt Island.  The Center is open Tuesday through Sunday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m..  

“Prescribed Fires” Restore Habitat

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager, Central Region

Palmetto sprout returns after the burn.

and Volunteer Opportunities
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Student Program Includes Specimen Collecting from the IRL

 Building Bat Houses Can Help Control Mosquitoes

     Environmentally Endangered Land (EEL) 
naturalists at the Sams House have designed a 
new study program for student groups which 
involves learning about the Indian River 
Lagoon (IRL). 
 Photo to left shows EEL naturalist Kaitlin 
Hurley gathering specimens from the Lagoon 
shoreline and then letting the students hold 
and analyze the creatures. Also shown is a 
data sheet where information is recorded 
about the specimens. 
 Eventually a dock-like structure will be 
built in the Lagoon near the Sams House to 
enhance the Estuarine studies program.  
 

Children enjoy learning about life in the 
Lagoon by making puppets and hats 
that illustrate the creatures of the Indian 
River Lagoon.

Creatures of the Lagoon

 “Helen and Allan Cruickshank - Honeymoon in the Sunshine State” will 
be presented by Charlie Venuto, an adjunct professor at the American Public 
University. The talk will be on Saturday, Oct. 29 from 11:00 a.m. to noon in 
the Sams Cabin. Venuto is a member of this Pine Island Preservation Society.
 The Cruickshanks, influential conservationists in Brevard County, were 
known for their lectures, photographs and nature books. They embarked on 
their honeymoon road trip to Florida in February, 1937, keeping diaries of 
the natural surroundings. Venuto reviewed their original diaries archived at 
the UF Natural History Museum. Cruickshank’s award winning book “Flight 
into Sunshine” includes their many trips to Florida. Allan Cruickshank was 
instrumental in counting the most species for 11 years during the National 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count.  The Cruickshanks were also involved in 
establishing the 140,000 acre Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge.

Cruickshank Presentation - Oct. 29

First Shari Blissett-Clark, President of the Florida Bat 
Conservancy, gave a comprehensive presentation in the 
Cabin during August about bats, their features, habits 
and benefits especially as consumers of vast numbers 
of mosquitoes.

Then in September, Shari (with sun visor) held a 
workshop under the oaks at Sams House with 30 people 
on how to build bat houses.  The bat houses will be placed 
in participants yards to attract and house bats who will 
then eat thousands (or more) mosquitoes nightly. 
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 Sewing Circle and Tea for Ladies of the Confederate Rose

Photo to right shows church members on their visit in and 
around the historical interpretive loop behind the cabin.

Harmonograph Happinings

     Volunteers are needed to assist with the 3rd Annual Archaeologists for Autism Day planned for November 
19 at the Sams House.  This annual event is sponsored by founder and president, Tom Penders, Archaeologist.  
Participants must contact Penders at arch4autism.com for an application and screening process.  Training will 
include a training session on Saturday, November 5 from 9 a.m. to noon at the Sams House screen porch and 
watching a video on archaeologistsforautism.com.  Volunteers may register for training with Martha Pessaro at 
(321) 449-4720.

 A Ladies Sewing Circle, part of the Order of the 
Confederate Rose, met for a sewing session, properly 
served tea, and delicious luncheon in the Sams cabin 
recently.  The sewing project involved putting together 
Civil War Era hairpieces. The participants were all 
dressed in period clothing as shown in photo to the left. 

Church Group Tours House, Cabin and Outdoor Exhibits
 Members of the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
from Cocoa Beach enjoyed an extensive tour of the Sams 
House complex including the cabin, house and exhibits 
along the historical interpretive loop.  The visit was 
arranged by parishioner, Diane Stees, who also serves on 
the Preservation Society Board. This was the first field 
trip for the church’s  “Living Green” team.  Nineteen 
parishioners attended.

     Students and parents are fascinated by a harmonograph creating 
a drawing on the porch of the main house at Sams House at Pine 
Island.  Martha Pessaro, Sanctuary Steward, in photo to left explains 
the processs.  
     A harmonograph is a mechanical apparatus that 
employs pendulums to create a geometric image. 
The drawings created typically are Lissajous 
curves. The devices, which began to appear in 
the mid-19th century, peaked in popularity in the 
1890s. 
   

Volunteers Needed for Archaeologists for Autism Event



New Items for Sale in the Cabin

    Ben Woelk, a Sams descendant who lives in  
Rochester, NY, visited the Sams House in  August.  
Here he poses beside a family portrait of Walter 
Ernest Sams which hangs in the parlor of the Main 
House.  Some see a family resemblance.  

Family Resemblance?

    Jack and Jill Club Visit Sams House
       Family members from The Jack and Jill 
Club of Indian River County, (Ft. Pierce, 
Jensen Beach and Vero Beach)  recently 
visited the Sams House and Cabin as part 
of a weekend educational expedition.  
After their tours, they enjoyed a picnic 
under the oaks, then posed on the steps 
of the Main House for this group photo.
     Jack and Jill of America, Inc. is a 
membership organization of mothers 
with children ages 2-19, dedicated to 
nurturing future African-American 
leaders by strengthening children through 
leadership development, volunteer 
service, philanthropic giving and civic 
duty.

                                
    After nearly two years, 
Patty Rendon has left the 
Sams House staff to accept 
a position as the Sanctuary 
Steward at the Enchanted 
Forrest, also an EEL property.  
We wish her well and look 
forward to her returning to assist with special 
events...like Pioneer Day.

Rendon Moves to 
Enchanted Forrest

Patty Rendon
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    The Brevard Environmentally Endangered Lands Program and the 
Sams House at Pine Island Conservation Area (PICA) on Merritt Island, 
will host Bioblitz 2016 on Saturday and Sunday, October 15 at 1:00 p.m. 
through October 16 at 1:00 p.m.   A Bioblitz is a 24-hour survey of the 
biological diversity in a specific area.  The purpose of this event is to 
survey and catalog the species at the PICA and increase public awareness 
of the biological diversity by providing a fun and educational activity for 
the general public.   Field experts will share their knowledge with each 
other and the public.
     This is a free event celebrating the biological diversity in Brevard.  
Guests may register to participate in surveys, enjoy guided hikes, and 
observe scientists at work. To register call (321) 449-4720.

    New nature publications are available for sale in the Sams Cabin. Please consider them as 
gifts or resource material for your hikes. Items include laminated pocket guides, guidebooks, and 
notecards. Members receive a 10% discount and proceeds benefit the educational programs at the PICA.



Pine Island Preservation Society 

Board of Directors
Rick English, president;  

John Schantzen, vice president; 
Elaine Leclerc, secretary; 

Patty Meyers and Darleen Hunt, co-treasurers; 
Darleen Hunt, newsletter editor;  

Diane Stees; Al Sams; Jerry Stubbs; Celia Williams; 
Noreen Watza; and Kevin Gidusko;
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President’s thoughts...

membership application
Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist 
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of 
Brevard County, Florida.
Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________

Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:        oNew            oRenewal

o Senior (55+)  $10
o Senior Couple (55+) $15
o Individual   $15
o Supporting   $50
o Senior Couple Supporting $75

o Student   $10
o Family   $20
o Sams Descendants $10
o Patron           $1000
o Life              $250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl $500
o Eagle             $1000
o Mastodon              $5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region; 
Martha Pessaro, Sanctuary Steward; and Kaitlin Hurley, EEL 
Naturalists at Sams House can be reached at 321 449-4720. 
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
(this website is where the Volgistics program, which allows 
volunteers to sign up for shifts or projects online, as well as record 
volunteer hours, is located...click on the Y)

Website: currently unavailable
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety
Pine Island Knotes editor: Darleen Hunt, 321 452-8433, 
dhunt125@aol.com

Contact Information
 Autumn (or what passes for 
Autumn in central Florida) is rapidly 
approaching.  As you can see in this 
newsletter, we have a robust schedule 
of events and programs planned for 
the season.  For instance, coming up 
on the last weekend of September are 
Museum Day at the Sams House Cabin, a National Public 
Lands Day program at PICA and a Gardening Workday at 
Sams House.  Please join us in these and other activities in 
the coming months.
 Also, this fall, our screened pavilion loses its “new” 
tag as the first anniversary of the ribbon cutting happens in 
November.  This facility has been a great enhancement to the 
programs offered by the Sams House Education Center.
 Pioneer Day is only a few months away and the planning 
is in full swing.  So, set aside February 11th on your calendar 
and start making your plans to attend or participate.
 Our support to PICA and the Sams House is made possible 
by our new and continuing memberships and our dedicated 
volunteers.  If you haven’t renewed yet, please take a few 
moments and fill out the form at the end of this newsletter 
and send it in.  Please invite your family and friends to join 
us as well as members and volunteers for fun and community 
service.  

Rick English
President
Pine Island Preservation Society


