
 

1910s End in Tragedy for Family 

     “I wore my black skirt tot Church last Sunday evening. I made 
the skirt,” wrote Mattie Campbell in April, 1907, to her older sister, 
Eugenia.” 

     Mattie, the seventh child of former slave Butler Campbell and 
Lucy Warren Campbell. Was at Laughing Waters, the Campbell 
home at Clifton, on North Merritt Island. The letter gives “no 
indication as to where Eugenia was living at the time. But family 
members say that Eugenia was a domestic who worked for white 
families in a variety of places in the United States. Sometimes she 
would be in Palm Beach, on other occasions in the New Jersey 
area. Eugenia never married. 

     When Mattie wrote the letter in 1907, Eugenia apparently had 
taken the youngest Campbell child with her on her most recent 
job. Walter Roland Campbell was 8 years old. His mother had 
died when he was one. Mattie wrote that “Mr. Holmes (their black 
neighbor) sends his love and says to tell Walter he has a box of 
Zu Zus for him.” 

     Zu Zus were “sweet crackers,” explained Arthur Campbell in a 
1981 interview. 



     In 1909, Florida Campbell, the sixth child of the Campbell 
family, was also still living at Laughing Waters. The letters found 
in the old schoolhouse at Clifton include some from an Anna 
Lowbar to Florida. Lowbar lived in Colorado Springs, Col., and 
wrote glowing letters of life in the western state. One of the letters 
indicates that she had just received a crate of oranges sent by 
Florida from North Merritt Island. 

     Who was Anna Lowbar and how did Florida Campbell happen 
to know her? Arthur Campbell said he believes Anna was a 
person Florida “met” through a magazine. “They were pen pals” 
he said. 

     Eugenia Campbell also received a letter about this same 
period from a Mrs. Leslie Rowley in Madison, Wis. Mrs. Rowley, 
who had vacationed in the Clifton area, wrote that “the man at the 
museum here was very much interested in the Spanish coin you 
gave me, and thought it was a great curiosity.” Mrs. Rowley 
provided Eugenia with the address of the National Museum in 
Washington, D.C., so she could find out the value of the Spanish 
coin. 

     Where had Eugenia found the coin? Could it have been at 
Laughing Waters when some of the family had been planting a 
garden? Could it have been dropped by Mexia and his men when 
they explored to area in the 1600s? 

     The Campbells’ lives were certainly nonconfined to their little 
remote area of North Merritt Island. Through the letters found in 
the old schoolhouse, it is apparent that they were a literate family 
who reached out through correspondence to many people. 

     By 1910, Mattie Campbell was to Orange Park Norman 
School, jus south of Jacksonville, and in 1911 she had transferred 
to Florida A and M University in Tallahassee.  



     Some of the letters found in the old schoolhouse at Clifton 
reveal that she corresponded with Victor Hunt, one member of a 
black family who lived just south of the Haulover Canal. The 
Hunts were a mixture of Jamaican and Bahamian blood. 

     Speedy Watton of Cocoa, whose family came to Merritt Island 
from England about 1870, indicated that the Hunts “were well-to-
do.” Victor later went north and no one knew what became of him. 
His brother, Garnett, became a fireman on the Florida East Coast 
Railway. 

     In 1913, tragedy struck the Campbell family. Fourteen-year-old 
Walter Roland, the youngest child, died of pneumonia. He is 
buried in the Campbell/Jackson Cemetery near the old 
homestead. His tombstone reads: “In memory of our little darling.” 

     Among the old postcards found at the Clifton School was one 
dated Jan. 21, 1914. It was postmarked from Miami and was 
written by “Flo” to Mattie Campbell at Clifton. (The actual post 
office was then at Allenhurst.) “Flo” was probably Florida 
Campbell, her sister. The postcard read: “Sweetest story ever told 
‘John and Mat.’ When is it to be?” Apparently, Mattie was engaged 
to someone named John. When was the wedding to be? 

     Tragedy once again struck the Campbell family. It was 
probably in 1917 or 1918 when they found Mattie’s body. She 
committed suicide by taking poison. Arthur was reluctant to 
discuss anything concerning Mattie. Jocille Travis, of Titusville, a 
relative, said that she believed Mattie had an unhappy love affair. 
“The family never wanted to talk about it. I know this only from bits 
and pieces of conversation I heard later in later years.” 

     Mattie’s grave bears no permanent tombstone. Only a small 
metal plaque place by the funeral home. None of the letters found 
in the Clifton schoolhouse mentions Mattie’s death.  


