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$289,000 • MELBOURNE

984 WIMBLEDON DR. (WATERFORD POINTE)
SPECTACULAR CBS 3/2/2 HOME IN THE HEART OF SUN TREE, PRIVACY GALORE, 9FT GLASS POCKET DOORS OPEN TO

AMAZING PATIO; BACKS UP TO NATURE. NEW SS APPLIANCES, NEW FLOORS, NEW PAINT, STUNNING!
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FLORIDA

772-486-3165

03/10 & 03/11
12-3:00pm
LIMITED

SHOWINGS

$297,500 • MELBOURNE • SATURDAY 12 - 2 PM

1253 BLAZEN RIDGE CT
Come today to see it!! Tile in the kitchen and bathrooms. The kitchen has upgraded
cabinets, stainless steel appliances, and granite counter tops. This home includes
a separate laundry area, oversize solar/electric water heater, 3-car garage, fenced

backyard,water softener for the entire house, and hurricane shutters.

Patricia Lorenzo
85 & Sunny Real Estate

321-720-0676
www.85andsunnyrealestate.com
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• COCOA BEACH - WATERFRONT

10 AZALEA DRIVE
Renovated 1,900 SF Ranch - impact glass, metal roof, copper
wiring, open plan, new kitchen/baths, 2 car garage, new A/C
A1A to Minutemen Cswy, then West, Right on Azalea Dr.
Mike Dvorak • Surf Rider Realty • 321-505-4460
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FloridaToday.com/Homes

Mobile/
Manufactured Homes

Lots/Acreage/
Farm Land for Sale

Looking For A Home?
GO ONLINE TO:

www.floridatoday.com
Click on “REAL ESTATE”

Looking For A Home?
GO ONLINE TO:

www.floridatoday.com
Click on “REAL ESTATE”

For more listings, visit

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS
Are subject to approval before

publication. FLORIDA TODAY

reserves the right to edit, refuse,

reject, classify or cancel any ad at

any time. Errors must be reported

in the first day of publication.

FLORIDA TODAY shall not be

liable for any loss or expense that

results from an error in or omission

of an advertisement. No refunds

for early cancellation of order.

This article will focus on the seventh
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ princi-
ple, recycle yard waste..Incorporating
this principle in your gardening efforts
will provide many benefits. Recycling
the yard debris (notice I didn’t refer to it
as waste or trash) will increase the orga-
nic matter of the soil (which will im-
prove the nutrient and water holding ca-
pacity of the soil and provide food for
the soil food web), protect the soil, save
energy because there will be no need to
drag the yard “waste” container to the
curb and make mowing the lawn faster
and easier (if you are currently collect-
ing your grass clippings.)

It is common to see yard “waste” con-
tainers packed to the brim and sitting by
the curb, waiting for collection. All
pruning material, raked leaves and
grass clippings can be utilized in the
yard to add organic matter and nutri-
ents back to the soil. Here are some ac-
tivities to add to your gardening to-do
list.

Start a compost pile by creating alter-
nating layers of green (grass clippings,
farm animal manure, young weeds
without seed heads, kitchen scraps of
fruits and vegetables, green plant trim-
mings and egg shells) and brown (fallen
leaves, pruned brown twigs & branches,
wood chips, sawdust, tea bags, coffee
grounds & filters, pine needles, paper
towels, dryer lint, shredded newspaper
and cardboard) materials. After the pile
is constructed, moisten it and give it
time to heat up. When the temperature
of the pile cools off, mix it up, moisten it
one more time and let it heat up again.
Repeat these steps until the pile no
longer heats up. When the composting
process is done, all that will remain is
humus which is a brown, earthy smell-
ing product that is a great soil amend-
ment.

If working a compost pile sounds like
a lot of work, the simplest way to com-
post is called cold composting and can
be done by applying landscape debris as
a mulch, allowing it to break down slow-
ly.

Rack up fallen leaves and pine nee-
dles and use them as mulch. Oak leaves
will take a long time to break down, so to
speed up their decomposition, mow
them first and then spread them over

the ground like mulch under trees and
shrubs.

For the lawn, use a mulching blade on
your mower so the clippings can be left
on the turf. Not only will the grass clip-
pings add organic matter to the soil but
they will also add nutrients. Research
has shown that this can improve soil
fertility over time, gradually reducing
the need for nitrogen fertilization by up
to 50 percent without a decrease in turf-
grass quality. Be sure to keep grass clip-
pings and leaves off non-pervious sur-
faces like roads, sidewalks and drive-
ways so they can’t be washed down the
street and into the Indian River Lagoon.

After pruning plants with hand
shears, the small branches can be
dropped on the mulch around the plants
that were just trimmed.

After pruning trees, shrubs and pe-
rennials with loppers (and even hand

shears if large pieces were removed),
simply cut the pieces into smaller sec-
tions and scatter them over the mulch.

For wooded lots or yards with numer-
ous trees and shrubs, consider using a
chipper/shredder for a fast way to create
mulch.

It’s possible to design a landscape to
reduce the amount of pruning required.
Planting foundation plants half the dis-
tance of the plant’s mature spread, plus
two extra feet away from the house, can
eliminate the need to prune the
branches so they won’t reach the home
when they are full grown. Planting
shrubs a minimum distance away, that
equals half their mature spread, from
sidewalks and driveways will also elim-
inate the need for pruning in those loca-
tions. 

When choosing plants for areas in
front of windows, pick plants that attain

a mature height that is lower or up to the
height of the bottom of the window. This
will insure that the window provides a
view, allows natural light into the room
and won’t require pruning to keep the
window clear.

Pruning plants for a natural look ver-
sus a formal look will also decrease the
need for pruning, save time and effort.

The challenge, if you accept it, is to
see how much yard debris can be kept
on your property to improve the organic
matter of the soil, feed the soil food web
and protect the soil. After all, why drag
the yard debris to the curb, just to drive
to the garden center later to buy bags of
compost.

Sally Scalera is an urban horticulture
agent and master gardener coordinator
for the University of Florida’s Institute of
Food and Agriculture Sciences.

Recycling yard waste provides many benefits
Gardening
Sally Scalera

Guest columnist

Yard debris like this can be utilized in the yard to add organic matter and nutrients back to the soil. PHOTO BY SALLY SCALERA.
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