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The term Florida-Friendly Land-
scape™ (FFL) has been around for years
but there is still some confusion over
what such a landscape would look like.

I would like to shed some light on why
the FFL program was created, compo-
nents of a FFL yard, and clues indicating
when a yard is not Florida-Friendly. 

Hopefully this article will answer any
questions concerning Florida-Friendly
Landscaping™.

The Florida-Friendly Landscape™
program was created to help residents
utilize low-maintenance plants along
with environmentally sustainable prac-
tices to conserve and protect Florida’s
water resources. A landscape design,
using FFL principles, can create an at-
tractive landscape that saves time, en-
ergy and money, while protecting the
environment and our natural resources.
This program not only covers landscape
design, but also explains how to proper-
ly install and maintain a healthy land-
scape. Attractive landscapes are a great
way to add value to every community.

FFL consists of the following nine
principles: Right Plant, Right Place; Wa-
ter Efficiently; Fertilize Appropriately;
Mulch; Attract Wildlife; Manage Yard
Pests Responsibly; Recycle Yard Waste;
Reduce Stormwater Runoff and Protect
the Waterfront. There are some obvious
signs when a landscape would not be
considered a Florida-Friendly Land-
scape™, such as the presence of un-
trimmed plants, weeds, and bare
ground. I have received calls asking if a
FFL yard would protect them from code
enforcement, which would be answered
with a no, since everything we own re-
quires maintenance. 

If you are re-doing a section of your
landscape or building a new home, a
good design with proper plant selection
will set you up for a successful outcome.
The implementation of the first princi-
ple, Right Plant, Right Place, is where

you can save yourself a lot of money and
effort.

First, observe the planting location
and note the light conditions where the
plants will be growing, especially how
they change with the seasons. In addi-
tion to the light conditions, it is also im-
portant to consider the size of the plant
that can fit in the location. 

Note if there is a building or fence
present, windows to take into consider-
ation and powerlines over-head. If you
have a bay window, why not choose a
shrub or herbaceous perennial that has
a mature height that will remain below
the bottom of the window? After all,
choosing a plant that won’t require
pruning will save you time and effort
that could be used doing something
else.

t is easy to find out the important in-
formation of a plant’s height, spread,
light conditions, soil pH, soil moisture,
and salt spray tolerances using a simple
Google search. Just type in the plant’s
name (scientific names are much better
to use in a search versus the common
names) in the Google search bar, fol-
lowed by IFAS. 

For example, to find out the informa-
tion for the white African iris, type in
Dietes vegata ifas (or white African iris
ifas) and then click on the search but-
ton. On the results page could be a bulle-
tin written by one of our specialists from
the University of Florida, information
from our Solutions for Your Life website,
or information from one of our county
Extension offices.

The information needed, to deter-
mine which plants would be good
choices for your location, are easy to
find. When designing an area, use the
mature spread of the plant for spacing
purposes so that there is ample room for
the young plants to grow and fill in the
area. 

When implemented, the FFL princi-
ples of Right Plant, Right Place, Water
Efficiently, Fertilizing Appropriately,
Mulch, Managing Pests Responsibly,
Reducing Stormwater Runoff and Pro-
tecting the Waterfront can all help to
protect water quality. Considering that
all parts of Brevard County are in the

watershed of either the Upper St. Johns
River or the Indian River Lagoon, every
yard has an important waterbody to
protect! The Right Plant, Right Place,
Mulch and Water Efficiently principles
can help to conserve water and Attract-
ing Wildlife will assist in Managing
Pests Responsibly when attracting ben-
eficial insects and birds are included in
the design process. 

Future articles will cover each princi-
ple more thoroughly plus, there is a free
FFL seminar scheduled for Saturday,
February 17th, 2018 that will be held at
the Eau Gallie High School Auditorium.
The four presentations scheduled are;
Calling all Compost Canoodlers, Going
Wild with Native Plants, and Indian Riv-
er Lagoon Update and Soils, Fertilizers &
Pests, Oh My! To register for this semi-
nar, just go to http://bit.ly/ufbrevard.

Beginning in April there will be an eight-
week FFL class series (which is listed
below the FFL Seminar on the same
website listed) for anyone who wants to
learn it all!

If your curiosity has been peeked,
check out this website
http://www.floridayards.org/ to learn
more about Florida-Friendly Landscap-
ing 101, the Interactive Yard for help in
designing your yard and the Florida-
Friendly Plant Database where you can
search for that “right plant.” Winter is a
great time to come up with new projects
for the yard so, why not start planning
and designing now.

Sally Scalera is an urban horticulture
agent and master gardener coordinator
for the University of Florida’s Institute of
Food and Agriculture Sciences.

What does a Florida-Friendly
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