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Laurilee Thompson from catching fish 
to serving fish- 

In her own seafood Restaurant Dixie Crossroads. 
Laurilee is a powerhouse in Titusville for her many environ-
mental efforts to save the lagoon and promote environ-
mental tourism through the annual Space Coast Birding 
and Wildlife Festival. We are truly thrilled to have Laurilee 

speak to us on how  

“Titusville Rocks.” 
Business Meeting 

As always there will be goodies 
to munch on during the meet 
and greet social time starting at 
6:30 PM. The business meeting 
begins at 7 pm with elections of 
Officers for Sea Rockets 2018 
year. The Board asks that as 
many members as possible at-
tend for this election. We need 
your voice and your ideas to 
keep moving forward and mak-
ing a difference in, our commu-
nity, our lagoon and, our state. 

February 2017 
Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 
and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

~ Sea Rocket ~ 
Board of Directors 

President 
Lois Harris 

 

Vice President   
Jim Robey 

 

 Treasurer   
Madeline Klinko 

 

Secretary  
David Humphrey 

 

Chapter Representative 
Vacant 

 

Committees 
Membership 

Vacant 
 

Education/Outreach 
Janina Shoemaker 

 

Special Media / Marketing 
Arlene Perez-Garrido   

Nursery  
Lois Harris 

 

 Hike Leader 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD  

 

Newsletter 
David Humphrey 

 

Hospitality 
Armand De Filippo 

 
 

To contact a Board Member 
email 

searocketfnps@gmail.com 

 

mailto:searocketfnps@gmail.com
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February Places to Go, Things To Do! 
(Note: All future planning can change presently. If in doubt, verify the date and times are accurate.) 

 

Every Saturday: GUIDED NATURE HIKES -  10:00am - For information call 321-264-5185. 
Every Tuesday: FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Nursery Workday—9am-12noon, email Lois at  

  searocketfnps@gmail.com for further info and schedule. 
 
February 3 Butterfly Garden Workday - from 9 AM till 12 PM. Volunteers are working in the vari-

ous butterfly gardens around the kiosk at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary. Weeding, 
trimming, planting, and whatever else needs to be done to enhance the natural beauty 
and functionality of these native gardens will be in work. It is a great time to learn from 
experts about native plants. Bring water, hat, gloves, and stable shoes. 

February 3 Florida Scrub-Jay Festival and Wildlife Festival 10 am to 4 pm in Deltona. See page 9 
for all the details 

February 7   FTA—Bull Creek Cemetery. Meet at Sams Discount Club at 4255 West New Haven 
in Melbourne at 8:30 am. 

February 10 7th Annual Pioneer Day at Sams House at Pine Island and St Luke’s Episcopal 
Church. Sea Rocket will be there as an outreach only. See Page 11 for details 

February 14 FTA—Fox Lake Trail. Meet at the west entrance of Lowe’s parking lot at I-95 and Hwy 
50 in Titusville at 8:30 am. 

February 17 Orlando Wetlands Festival. At Fort Christmas historic Park from 9 am to 3 pm. For 
more information call (407) 568-1706. See Page 11 for Details 

February 17 Butterfly Garden Workday - from 9 AM till 12 PM. Volunteers are working in the vari-
ous butterfly gardens around the kiosk at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary. Weeding, 
trimming, planting, and whatever else needs to be done to enhance the natural beauty 
and functionality of these native gardens will be in work. It is a great time to learn from 
experts about native plants. Bring water, hat, gloves, and stable shoes. 

February 21 FTA—Orlando Wetlands Park. Meet at the west entrance of Lowe’s parking lot at I-
95 and Hwy 50 in Titusville at 8:30 am.  

February 24  South Lake Conservation Area field trip 9 am to noon. Hosted by Dr. Schmalzer. 
See page 6 for all the information 

February 28 FTA—Pine Island Trail. Meet at the west entrance of Lowe’s parking lot at I-95 and 
Hwy 50 in Titusville at 8:30 am. 

February 28 Sea Rocket General Meeting at the Enchanted Forest. Refreshments at 6:30 pm. 
This is election day for Sea Rocket. Let your voice be heard by nominating, volunteer-
ing, and/or voting to keep our Chapter moving forward to continue protecting and en-
hanceing our native lands. After the vote we will hear from Brevard’s greatest cheer-
leader, Laurilee Thompson on “Titusville Rocks.” 

 
March 9 Florida Wildflower Foundation at 10 a.m. till noon. We will be holding a meeting at 

the Florida Department of Transportation's Brevard Operations center, 555 Camp 
Road, Cocoa, to discuss how to identify and nominate Brevard roadsides as Wild-
flower Areas. See Page 5 for all the details. Those planning to attend can preregister 
by clicking here.  

mailto:searocketfnps@gmail.com
https://flawildflowers.wufoo.com/forms/brevard-wildflower-meeting/
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Sea Rocket Chapter 
General Meeting Minutes 1-24-18 

 
Board Members Present: 6 Sea Rocket Members: 12  Guests: 7 

Welcome and Happy New Year – Call to Order:  7:00 PM 
1. BUSINESS: 

2. Approval of November Minutes as printed in the December Newsletter: Approved 
3. Approval of 2018 budget as printed in the December Newsletter: Approved 
4. March – Meetings will be joint with “Friends” of EFS. (Business meeting after speaker) 
5. Treasurer Report: Madeline Klinko: $ 4446.93 in checking, $2752.65 in Savings,        
 Total of $7199.58 
6. Vacant BOD and Committee Chairs: Treasurer, Secretary, Chapter Rep, and Member
 ship Needed for the coming year. All positions are a volunteer. This is your Chapter, 
 and Your chapter needs YOU!! 
7. Refreshments:  Armand De Filippo. Thanks to Armand, Bill, and Mary Roe, and to Jim 
 Robey for the delicious snacks. 

8. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
9. February Hike hosted by Dr. Schmalzer, to the South Lake Conservation Area.         

 Saturday, Feb 24 at 9 am. The details are in this newsletter. 
10. February Newsletter: David Humphrey March Newsletter will be by Cheryl Tyson. 

 Cheryl is taking the editors position. Cheryl is accepting Articles, photos, questions, 
 ideas for articles. To impact this newsletter contact Cheryl at  searocketfnps@gmail.com. 

11. EVENTS: 
12. February 10th, Pioneer Day at Sams House on Merritt Island. This is an outreach only, 

 no plant sale. We need volunteers to staff the desk 
13. Most every Tuesday volunteers are in the nursery or gardens from 9a to 12p. Weeding, 

 feeding, watering, pruning. 
14. Feb 3rd and 13th, volunteers are providing maintenance or preparation of gardening 

 space for new planting. 
15. BOD meeting – Feb 13th at The Old Florida Grill and Oyster House, 5370 N. Hwy 1,    

 Cocoa. We start at 5:30 pm 
16. February Speaker is Laurilee Thompson speaking proudly on “Titusville Rocks”. 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:30 
GUEST SPEAKER: Becky Bolt 
 M. R. "Becky" Bolt delivered an exceptional program on her specialty, the Gopher Tortoise, 
to a full house audience at the Enchanted Forest for the January meeting of the Sea Rocket Chap-
ter of FNPS.  Becky has studied and protected this species for many years in her position as Inte-
grated Mission Support Services at Kennedy Space Center, and she was instrumental in the En-
chanted Forest obtaining two gopher tortoise rescued from captivity for protective custody at the 
Enchanted Forest. 
 Her illustrated discussion of both the Gopher Tortoise and the Box Turtle was as entertaining 
as it was educational.  Becky emphasized how the habitat and habits of the two animals, including 
their determined behavior to put themselves in harm's way, play an important part in the biodiversity 
of our county. To contact with questions on the DOs and DON’Ts of handling gophers email Becky 
at her KSC address mary.r.bolt@nasa.gov 
 Becky Brought out many facts about gophers, like to tell the sex turn them over. The normal 
indicators are absent, but what you should notice the Female plastron is flat, to make room for 
eggs, where as the males plastron is concave. For box tortoises try this identifier, the male eyes are 
brown but the female eyes are red. ~ 

file:///C:/Users/Crackerman/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/searocketfnps@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Crackerman/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/mary.r.bolt@nasa.gov
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ARTICLE VII. OFFICERS 

 
The officers shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. Offi-
cers shall be elected at the annual meeting by a majority of the membership pre-
sent. Terms of office are for one (1) year. Officers will take office at the March meet-
ing and serve until duly replaced. Officers, the FNPS state Chapter Representative, 
and committee members shall serve without compensation except reimbursement 
for actual expenses incurred. 
 
Section 1. Duties of the President 

A. Preside at all general membership meetings, monthly Board of Directors 
meetings, and Executive Committee meetings as 
required.  
B. Appoint chairmen of standing and special committees as may be required. C. 
Be an ex-officio member of all committees except the nominating committee.  
D. Sign all documents, contracts, etc. 
E. Conduct monthly Board Meetings. 
F. Attend annual State Conference, or if unable, appoint a representative 
from the Executive Committee.  
G. Provide agenda for: Executive Committee meetings, Board of Directors 
meetings, and the meetings of the general membership. 
H. Yearly, prepare a budget for the following year to be submitted for 
approval by the general membership at the November meeting. 

 
Section 2. Duties of the Vice President 

A. Exercise the functions of the President during the absence or disability of 
the President. 
B. Chair the program committee. 
C. Act as an aide to the President. 

 
Section 3. Duties of the Secretary  

A. Record, maintain and report minutes of the Executive Committee, Board of 
Directors, and meetings of the general membership at the appropriate meeting 
monthly. Provide the newsletter editor a copy of the minutes of every meeting 
of the  
general membership for inclusion in the monthly newsletter.  
B. Be custodian of all Chapter records except financial. 
C. Prepare all Chapter correspondence. 
D. Record and maintain an inventory of Chapter property, as the Chapter 
property manager. 
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Section 4. Duties of the Treasurer 
A. Record, maintain, and report correct accounts of financial transactions  

monthly with copies to the secretary for inclusion in the minutes and to 
provide quarterly, a statement of the Chapter's funds to the newsletter editor for inclusion in 
the newsletter.  
B. Be the custodian of all monies of the Chapter. 
C. Disburse funds as directed by the President.  
D. Sign all checks as approved and directed by the Executive Committee.  

Seaction 5 Vacancies 
 
Vacancies in any office will be filled by appointment of the President with the approval of the 
Executive Committee until the next annual election. 
 
 
ARTICLE IX. COMMITTEES 
 
Section 1. The Chapter shall have the following standing committees: 
Membership - purpose: to promote membership and renewal of membership in the FNPS and 
maintain an active roster. 
 
Section 3. Duties of Committee Chairmen 

A. The chairman of each committee shall organize, schedule, and direct the function of the 
committee 

 
Chapter Representative: 
 
What Does a Chapter Representative Do Anyway? 
 
The handbook reports that Chapter Representatives serve on the Society’s Board of 
 
Directors, attend the Board Meeting, and represent their Chapters to the Society – and the Soci-
ety to the Chapters. This is all well and good, but fairly abstract. The first time anyone attends an 
FNPS Board meeting a lot is going on and it can be 
 
fairly disorienting. Everyone else seems to know what’s going on, but what are you supposed to be 
doing? 
 
If you are interested in this opportunity to represent Sea Rocket please request a complete FAQ 
for review. 
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 Sea Rocket Members Call to Action 
Remember, our General Chapter meeting 
on February the 28th is when you have a 
chance to make changes in the direction 

and leadership of YOUR chapter.  
Sea Rocket has several positions open on the board 

and as Committee Chairs. 

As a Board Member or Committee Chair, you will 
have the opportunity to move Sea Rocket into new 
areas of community involvement and outreach ac-
tivities.  

No prior experience needed to apply. All you need 
to serve is a desire to see; 

 Native Plants become more prevalent in our 
community.  

 You are interested in “the Preservation, Conser-
vation, and Restoration of the Native Plants and 
Native Plant Communities of Florida.” (FNPS 
Goal).  

 You would like to learn more about natural Flor-
ida.  

 You love plants and gardening 

 You have an Email address 

If you can answer yes to one or more of the above 
list you have all the qualifications needed to serve 
on the Board.~ 

Board of Director Officers                                          
 
President……….....Lois Harris 

Vice President ...…Jim Robey 

Treasurer…………..VACANT 

Secretary…………..VACANT 

Chapter  
Representative…….VACANT 
 

Committee Chairs 

Membership……….VACANT 

Education /  
Outreach…………..Janina Shoemaker 

Special Media /  
Marketing…………..Arlene Perez-Garrido 

Nursery……………..Lois Harris 

Hike Leader………..Dr Paul Schmalzer 

Newsletter………….Cheryl Tyson 

Hospitality…………..Armand De Filippo 

 

 

South Lake Conservation Area Field Trip Announcement 
Saturday, February 24, 2018, 0900-1200 

South Lake Conservation Area. This site was a mitigation donation to the Brevard County Environmentally 
Endangered Lands Program. There has been extensive restoration by cutting and burning, timber thinning, 
and exotic plant treatment. Vegetation is primarily oak scrub, scrubby flatwoods, and mesic flatwoods. An 
experimental translocation of Florida Scrub-Jays to the property began in 2009.   
Directions: 
1) I-95 to exit 220 Garden Street (St. Rt. 406). West 0.6 miles on Garden Street to North Carpenter Road. 
North 1.5 miles on N. Carpenter to Dairy Road. West 1.1 mile on Dairy Road. Turn North (right) on Lancaster 
Lane (not paved) and park by gate. 
OR 2) US 1 to Dairy Road. Go West on Dairy Road. Cross North Carpenter Road. West 1.1 mile on Dairy 
Road. Turn North (right) on Lancaster Lane (not paved) and park by gate. 
Bring a hat, sunscreen, water, and insect repellant. 
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An Action Message from      
Lisa Roberts,  

Executive Director of the  
Florida Wildflower Foundation 

 

Good morning, 
If you love Brevard's roadside 
wildflowers and want to see them 

preserved, please save Friday, March 9, 
10 am till noon on your calendars. We'll 
be holding a meeting at the Florida De-
partment of Transportation's Brevard 
Operations center, 555 Camp Road, 
Cocoa, FL 32927-4738 to discuss how to 
identify and nominate Brevard roadsides 
as Wildflower Areas. Those planning to      
attend can preregister by clicking here.  
Studies have shown that the preservation 
of roadside vegetation can contribute to 
the slowing of global warming through car-
bon sequestration, CO2 capture and re-
duced emissions from mowing machinery. 
Roadside wildflowers cleanse water runoff, 
conserve soil and reduce erosion. They also 
beautify our communities while providing 
habitat for valuable insect pollinators, 
which is paramount as we lose agricultural 
and natural lands to development. 
Please invite anyone who would be inter-
ested in this effort. Together we can pre-
serve native, natural Florida by saving 
wildflowers on roadsides through manage-
ment that keeps them flourishing. 
 
For our wildflowers, wildlife and wild 
places, 
Lisa Roberts 
Executive Director 
Florida Wildflower Foundation 

Work to Restore Land Acquisition 
Funding 

November 16, 2017 

Under the leadership of Commit-
tee Chair Gene Kelly, the FNPS 
Policy Committee has worked for 
a decade to educate our mem-

bers and explain the importance of restoring 
land acquisition funding for the Florida Forever 
program to historic levels of around $300 million 
a year.   
Since 2007, when Florida Forever was essen-
tially abandoned by the legislature, FNPS mem-
bers gathered signatures to put Amendment 1 
on the ballot to restore funding for this land ac-
quisition and land management program de-
signed to prevent the extinction of entire com-
munities of plants and animals. 
And after Amendment 1 passed with 75% of the 
vote, and the will of the people was ignored, the 
Policy Committee continued its work unde-
terred.   
This year, FNPS member Joan Bausch brought 
this issue to the attention of Jacqui Thurlow-
Lippisch, a commissioner for the Constitution 
Revision Commission.  Together with attorneys 
Sue Mullins and Clay Henderson, Ms. Thurlow-
Lippisch has sponsored proposal #46 to help 
clarify the intent of the voters with regard to re-
storing funding for Florida Forever. 
You can read more about the proposal by clicking here  

Rattlesnake 
Orchid 

Goodyera pubescens 
This orchid requires 
low light, and moist 
soil. It can take  cold 
weather as it is con-
sidered hardy in 
zones 4-8. It stays 
low less than 6 
inches with a bloom 
stalk that is 2 feet 
tall. The bloom stalk 
is covered with white 
blooms in summer. And a very goodyera to y’all in 2018 

https://flawildflowers.wufoo.com/forms/brevard-wildflower-meeting/
https://jacquithurlowlippisch.com/2017/11/14/2014s-amendment-1-ignored-clarifying-intent-for-the-legislature-in-floridas-constitution/
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Has anything good come from 
Hurricane Irma? 

Nothing immediately pops 
into my mind. Irma made 
landfall at Cudjoe Key in the 
Florida Keys at 9:10 a.m. on 
Sunday, 9-10-17 as a Cat 4 
storm. According to news re-
ports for Florida alone, dam-
age estimates go as high as 

$100 billion with 12 deaths.  
Marco Island reported 130 mph winds. Roofs 
were lost, cell towers were blown down. Flood-
ing was everywhere. Naples had a 6-foot storm 
surge. Flooding was rampant, 140 mph winds 
were reported, with roofs flying. Jacksonville 
had severe flooding as the St. Johns River 
overflowed its banks. 
Irma was a strong hurricane “cleaning” out trees 
throughout Florida. Power restoration, debris 
clean-up taking weeks to complete. There were 
stories of heroism, stories of neighbors coming 
together during power outages to help one an-
other. There are other stories that involved po-
lice action, but the important stories were peo-
ple helping people. 
Here is one story where Hurricane Irma has 
provided a service to Florida. Irma’s winds and 
rains and even flooding has spread Sea Rocket 
(Caklie edentula) seeds far and wide.  
From Dave Anderson of the Paw Paw Chapter; 
“Hurricane Irma spread Sea Rocket pods every-
where. They rooted and bloomed on Christmas 
day in Daytona Beach.”~  

Hurricane Irma from 
the ISS,  

Photo By; Dave Anderson, Paw Paw Chapter 

INOTORIOUS BAT KILLER FOUND TO 
HAVE A WEAK LINK 

DOSES OF ULTRAVIOLET LIGHT  DESTROY 
THE FUNGUS THAT CAUSES WHITE-NOSE 

SYNDROME, SCIENTISTS SAY. 

JANUARY 4, 2018  

Mysterious cases of white-nose syndrome  
plague thousands of bats each year, frosting 
their snouts in toxic, white fungus. But research-
ers are fighting back against the dark reality—
with light. 

A new study, published January 2 in 

the journal Nature Communications, shows that 
ultraviolet rays, the light source behind black 
lights and sunburns, irreparably break down the 
fungus that causes white-nose syndrome in bats. 
The study results might provide clues for how to 
stop the deadly pathogen that’s currently on a 
trajectory to decimate bat species throughout 
North America. 

White-nose syndrome has wiped out an esti-
mated 5.7 million bats since it was first discov-
ered in a New York cave in 2006. The disease, 
caused by the fungus Pseudogymnoascus de-
structans, sprouts on the wings, muzzles, and 
ears of bats hibernating in the cold and dark 
caves of North America. 

The fungus disturbs the bats during their winter 
hibernation and messes with their bodies’ chem-
istry. Frequent awakenings caused by the fun-
gus deplete the mammals’ energy and make 
them too exhausted to survive. 

Read more at National Geographic 
 

Organization for Bat Conservation 
0 

https://batconservation.org/notorious-bat-killer-found-weak-link/
https://batconservation.org/notorious-bat-killer-found-weak-link/
https://batconservation.org/notorious-bat-killer-found-weak-link/
https://batconservation.org/notorious-bat-killer-found-weak-link/
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FNPS presenting  new in 
2018 Landscape Awards  

December 15, 2017 
New this year:  
The Florida Native Plant Society 
will be giving monetary awards to 

the “best of” in award categories. As al-
ways, we will be honoring the work of Land-
scape Architects and Designers who utilize 
and showcase Florida’s native plants, 
through our annual Landscape Awards pro-
gram.  
 $200 award for “best of” the Residential 

Single Family category 
 $500 award for “best of” the profes-

sional categories (Residential Multi-
Family, Commercial, Industrial, Trans-
portation, or Institutional) 

 $200 award for “best of” Restoration or 
Butterfly Garden 

For More Information Click Here 

Save the Date for the 2018 FNPS Conference 
May 17-20, 2018  

at the Miccosukee Resort in  Miami,  
500 S.W. 177th Avenue,  

Miami, Florida 33194. 
 
You will be delighted by mind-expanding experi-
ences, tempted by sumptuous meals (including ve-
gan, vegetarian, and gluten-free) and amazed by 
the networking and social opportunities. 
As always, we will offer an abundance of presenta-
tions and workshops, including: 
 Amazing speakers - check them out on the 

“speakers” tab on the conference page:   
fnps.org/conference 

 2 days of amazing field trips 
 Workshops on landscaping, edibles, rare plants 

and conservation 
 Cutting-edge science 
 Current issues 
 Conservation, restoration and Citizen Science 
 Climate-wise landscaping 
 A special program for High School stu-

dents to present their research 
 Advocacy opportunities 
 Native plant vendors 
 Artwork created by local Elementary 

Schools on the theme “What Restoration 
Means to Me” 

 Get updates as they occur by checking our 
conference pages:  fnps.org/conference 
Reserve your rooms now at a special rate us-
ing the Florida Native Plant Society Reserva-
tion Code: GNPS518.  Call (305) 925-2585.~ 

Self-Driving Tech Is Making Black 
Cars Less Black Eggplants grow in the 
heat of summer, despite their dark purple 
skin. Their skin lets infrared light pass 
through to the aubergine's white flesh, which 
bounces the infrared light right back. PPG 
has copied eggplants before, using the tech-
nique to reduce heat on the skin of planes. 
This coating system will light that same infra-
red light pass through cars, making it easier 
than ever for LIDAR to function. David Grossman, 
Popular Mechanics 

http://www.fnps.org/assets/pdf/awards/template_landscapeawardapplication_2018.pdf
http://fnps.org/conference
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Coastal Dunes Tour 
Searching for the ideal holiday gift for 
friends, family or even…..yourself?  Rather 
than an object, give enlightenment! 
Travel to one of Florida’s most unique geo-
graphical features and one of the rarest in the 
world.  The coastal dune lakes are found in 
New Zealand, Australia, Madagascar, 
and…….the Florida panhandle. 
Come explore with us March 9-12, 2018.  
Open your eyes to a whole new world.  Visit 
indigotravelcompany.com or call Devon at 
813-478-1183 or email; 
indigotravelcompany@gmail.com. 
 
Sincerely 
FNPS Administrative Services 
info@fnps.org  (321) 271-6702 

ad 
What publishing the Sea Rocket 

Newsletter has meant to me. 
I have records back to October of 2013 

with my name listed as Newsletter Commit-
tee chair. As I recall I was very, shall I say 
“Green.” when it came to native plants. I did-
n’t know a fungus from a frog fruit. All I knew 
was that I felt the pull to try editing the 
newsletter. Back in those days, Shari Blisset-
Clack was editor and Chief. With her growing 
involvement in bat rescues with her new com-
pany, “Bat Belfrys Inc.” She was ready to 
hand it off to another. For several months I 
would put the newsletter together, and Shari 
would provide the final edit before sending. 
Eventually, Shari saw I had a handle on the 
process, and I became Editor and Chief.  

From the first issue to this the 52nd issue 
it has been both a challenge and an education 
to pull together stories and news items mostly 
relative to Florida Native Plants, but not ex-
clusively. From bacteria to bees, to birds and 
beasts, plants are involved. As researchers 
found out new things about plants and I 
judged it was interesting, I’d use it. My web 
surfing skills have grown, my reading and my 
comprehension have grown, the range of 
knowledge gleaned from the seemingly inces-
sant hunting on the web helped fill in the 
many gaps in articles I have cobbled together. 

 The web can only go so far. For deeper re-
search or verification of facts, I had access to 
Ph.D.'s in Botany, and Entomology. I had ac-
cess to Master Naturalists, and Master Gar-
deners. Audubon members, savvy in birding 
gave me insights into the natural world I 
would never have thought existed.  

In summary, the experience of editing the 
Sea Rocket Newsletter has been an eye-
opening opportunity to expand my under-
standing of the natural world in which I live. 
It has been wonderful. I don’t regret a mo-
ment of my involvement in the Sea Rocket 
Newsletter or in the Sea Rocket chapter. I in-
tend to remain active in Sea Rocket.~ 

MyFWC  
January 3  

Helping sea turtles and manatees  
weather the cold 

 
 Our staff, permitted volunteers 

and partners are working diligently to 
rescue sea turtles affected by low water tempera-
tures. When the water temperatures drop, stunned 
sea turtles may float listlessly in the water on or near 
shore. Although these turtles may appear to be 
dead, they are often still alive. 
          We are also monitoring impacts to manatees. 
Please help manatees by avoiding areas where they 
gather in large numbers. Disturbances may cause 
manatees to leave their warm-water sites, putting 
them in danger. If you see injured or distressed wild-
life, such as sea turtles or manatees, report them to 
our  

Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-FWCC (3922). 

mailto:indigotravelcompany@gmail.com
mailto:info@fnps.org
tel:(321)%20271-6702
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Community Corner 
News for and about your Chapter 

Tortoise Island HOA  
Certification:  

This is exciting for our 
program and for the 
Lagoon! KBB's Lagoon 
Friendly Lawn Program 
and Tortoise Island 

Homeowner's Association are partnering 
up to certify the entire HOA! This will be 
the first HOA ever certified in this program.  
Kaylyn Palmer 
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 
                                                                                                                                                        
 

Sea Rocket General Meeting 
On March 28 at 6:30 pm 

We will have Dr. David Hall speaking on  
Florida Native Grasses. 

 www.fnps.org 

Looking back on Improvements made to the Nursery and Gardens over 2017  
Sea Rocket has invested significant money in improving the growing conditions of our nursery plant 

material. A list of improvements made is below. This list is not all that has been done; only the    
major changes are listed. The items are not listed by any priority or timetable.  

  
 Sea Rocket had a new, low salt content well dug due to the high salt content in the existing well. 
 A railing on the East side of the nursery was added to provide stability to trees and tall plants 

during the windy seasons. 
 Various irrigation systems have been tried to improve the water disbursement 
 Several yards of soil was added to the nursery footprint, to utilize the space offered by En-

chanted Forest. The nursery footprint was sloped and virtually unused. The slope has been filled 
and leveled, giving the nursery another 300+ square feet of usable surface. 

 A water table was constructed to experiment with watering under the plants. The new well had 
low salt but high iron content. The plants were getting coated with iron, which caused problems. 

 Several more tables have been constructed (10 total).  
Enchanted Forest gardens have also seen some significant changes 

 The hill overlooking Serenity Pond has been terraced using coquina stones which reinforced the 
integrity of the slope making maintenance of the hill easier for our members and volunteers. 

 Pine straw mulch was added to the gardens to maintaining some level of moisture retention and 
weed suppression. 

 Keep Brevard Beautiful grant was installed on the newly terraced hill utilizing drought tolerant 
plant material. Over 77 new plants have been added to the hill and beyond. 

 Hurricane Irma exposed the gardens to considerably more sun in various areas. The east side 
of the boardwalk has also been opened up and reclaimed. This reclaimed ground has made way 
for numerous additional plants that have been planted and will be planted.~ 


