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October 2016 

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 

and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 
 

~ Sea Rocket ~ 
Board of Directors 

 

President 
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

Vice President   
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 

 
 Treasurer   

Madeline Klinko 
madeline@digiphase.com 

 

Secretary  
David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 
 

Chapter Representative 
Greg Hendricks 

gatorgregh@gmail.com 

 

Committees 
Membership 

Education/Outreach 
 

Vacant 
 

Nursery  
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

 Hike Leader 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD  

paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov 
 

Newsletter 
David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 

Hospitality 
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 

 

 

Don’t miss Laurilee Thompson speaking on 

Titusville, and the lagoon, all  as seen from 

an environmentalist “birds eye” view.  

Enchanted Forest on September 28th, at 6:30pm 
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(Note: All future planning can change presently. If in doubt, verify the date and times are accurate.) 

Every Saturday: GUIDED NATURE HIKES -  10:00am - For information call 321-264-5185. 

Every Wednesday: FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Nursery Workday—9am-12noon, email Lois at  
   lois6459@att.net for further info and schedule. 
 
October 8  Florida Native Plant Society Garden Workday -  at 10:00am 

Grab your hat, sunblock, water and come help maintain the butterfly garden at En-
chanted Forest Management and Education Center! 

October 12 Enchanted Forest Sanctuary starting at 12:00pm (noon) with Tom Shupe of the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC) presenting all you ever 
wanted to know about Coyotes. 

October 15  Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge week. From 10 am to 3 pm, Sea Rocket will 
be present for a NON PLANT sale outreach. 

October 19   Lunch with Nature Guest Speaker Series at the Enchanted Forest. Starts at noon. 
Bring a brown bag lunch and enjoy a special presentation at the Enchanted Forest. 
This month we have Tom Shupe, FWC District Wildlife Biologist. The subject is 
“Everything you’ve ever wanted to know about coyotes”. 

October 22  First Annual Harvest Festival. From The Enchanted Forest presents a family friendly 
day of fun and diversion. The fun starts at 11am and runs till 4pm. See page 9 for all 
the details.  

October 22  Sea Rocket will be having a Native Plant Sale at the Enchanted Forest from 10 
am to 3 pm, during the Harvest Festival. Sea Rocket will be offering for sale beautiful 
native plants that will ease your work load all year, and brighten your landscape in 
season.  

October 26 Monthly Sea Rocket Meeting. Starts at 6:30pm at the Enchanted Forest. This 
months guest speaker is Laurilee Thompson. Laurilee is an active participant in pro-
moting awareness of the  hazards facing the Indian River Lagoon. Laurilee grew up on 
the river and understands fully how desperate the lagoon condition is. 

October 29  The Cruickshanks-Honeymoon in the Sunshine State 11:00 to 12:00 pm at SAMS 
House on Merritt Island. Join Charlie Venuto for a resounding presentation on the lives 
and work of Helen and Allan Cruickshank. The Cruickshanks are perhaps the most fa-
mous and influential conservationists to make Brevard County their home. Travels re-
corded in separate diaries during their road trip to Florida in 1937. 

October 28 National Bat Week at 6:00 pm. Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge, with live bat 
presentations and a walking tour with Bat Belfry. 

Don’t forget to check out other EEL Sites  and volunteer organizations for more  

Free Family Fun. 

 Enchanted Forest : http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Sanctuaries/EnchantedForestSanctuary/Calendar 

 SAMS HOUSE : http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Sanctuaries/SamsHouseSanctuary/Home 

 Barrier Island Center: http://www.brevardcounty.us/eelprogram/areas/barrierislandsanctuary 

 Keep Brevard Beautiful: http://keepbrevardbeautiful.org/ 

 Florida Trail Assn Hike Schedule: http://jjehikesced.blogspot.com/ 

mailto:lois6459@att.net
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Sea Rocket Chapter 
General Meeting Minutes 9-22-16 

 
Board Members present: Lois, Madeline, David 
Guests: Jim, Martha, Valorie, Matt, Lora, Patti Root, Lee, Patty Rendon   
        
Welcome and Call to Order: 7:02 PM 
 
Patty Rendon new Sanctuary Steward 
 
BUSINESS: 
 
Approval of June General Meeting Minutes as printed in July newsletter: Approved with no 
comments 
 
Treasurer Report: Madeline Klinko,   checking; $2882.35   saving; $2505.93   total; $5388.28 
  501(c)(3) ltr. Sea Rocket has received a letter from the IRS declaring our Chapter Tax        

Exempt.  
  

Refreshments – Lois Harris & David Humphrey – Thank you for providing these snacks for our en-
joyment. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

October 29
th

, Hike – Dicerandra Scrub – Dr. Paul Schmalzer. An announcement will be sent out to 

the members on or about -  October 22 

 
Newsletter: David Humphrey, Newsletter Chair, is accepting articles, photos, questions or other 
member ideas to be published in our newsletter. Deadline for submittal is the 25

th
 of each month. 

 
FANN “Guide for Real Florida Gardeners” will be available October meeting 
 
EVENTS:  
October “Florida Native Plant Month” –  
 10/8 Sat. 9 EFS garden  
 10/15 Sat. 10-3 Outreach only - Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge 
 10/22 Sat. 10-4 Plant Sale – EFS Harvest Festival 
 
BOD meeting – Oct 11th @ New York, New York in Titusville starting at 5:30 
 
FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Meeting was adjourned at  8:35  pm 

 
Guest Speaker – Clifton L. Best  
Clifton had a very interesting presentation. He had many tools of a bee keeper, including a hive frame, with 

bees working in the frame. It was a very interesting talk and taught me that bee keeping is a full time job. 

Bees are constantly under attack by viruses, bacteria, predators, and man. Clifton explained just how amazing 

these little pollinators are to our environment and to humans. He has a slide showing shelves full of fruit and 

vegetables, without bees these same shelves would be nearly empty. It was a very interesting presentation 

which generated many question from the audience. I hesitate to mention it, but bees love Brazilian Pepper 

flowers. Interesting fact—Did you know bees sweat wax? 

Submitted by David Humphrey 
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Sea Rocket is once again privileged to hear from Laurilee Thompson  

Titusville is on the path to becoming renowned as a community which overcame ex-
traordinary obstacles by delivering an exciting path of revitalization, celebrating natu-
ral and historic resources, actively cultivating arts and culture, and creating a flourish-
ing economy.  There is so much happening here from national and state bike trails to 
a new Community Conservation and Education Center at Merritt Island National Wild-
life Refuge, exquisite murals and fun-filled street parties in our historic downtown, ma-
jor aeronautics companies bringing hundreds of jobs, a new life style mall, projects to 
benefit the Indian River Lagoon and the twentieth anniversary of the nation's top bird-
ing and wildlife festival.  Join one of North Brevard's biggest cheerleaders, our own 
Titusville resident, and business owner Laurilee Thompson. to learn more about what 
is coming to our very special space. 

 
Dicerandra Scrub Field Trip Announcement 

Saturday October 29, 2016 0900-1200 

 with Dr. Paul Schmalzer 

 

Dicerandra Scrub Sanctuary. This is a joint project of the Brevard County Environmentally 

Endangered Lands Program and the State of Florida. Vegetation is primarily oak scrub and 

scrubby flatwoods with a depression marsh down slope.  Prescribed burns have been con-

ducted on the site since acquisition. The endemic Dicerandra thinicola occurs here and 

should be in flower. 

 

Directions: 

Parking is limited at the site. We will meet at the Indian River Plaza Shopping Center. Park 

at the western (former K-Mart) corner of the shopping center and we will car pool to the site. 

1) US 1 to St. Rt. 50 (Cheney Highway). West on St. Rt. 50 to Indian River Plaza    Shop-

ping Center. 

OR 

   2)  I-95 to Titusville, St. Rt. 50 exit. East on St. Rt. 50 (Cheney Highway) to Indian River 

Plaza Shopping Center. 

Bring hat, sunscreen, water, and insect repellant.~ 
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An Environmental Conundrum 

The honey bee is under pressure from various 

sources. “Collateral Damage” comes to mind. 

Bee colonies are shipped from coast to coast, 

and not only from the Atlantic coast to the Gulf 

coast, but from Atlantic to 

Pacific coasts to pollinate 

food crops in season. This 

is very stressful on the 

bees, opening them up to 

diseases and parasite at-

tacks. There is a mite that 

can devastate a hive. It is 

the “varroa” mite. Monsanto has been working 

for decades on an idea that, in time, may save 

many hives from the generic term, Colony Col-

lapse Disorder (CCD). It is RNA Interference or 

RNAi. The process is complicated and beyond 

the reach of this article. A place to start research 

might be a visit to; 

 (http://www.nature.com/nrg/multimedia/rnai/index.html). 

 Is RNAi a GMO product? When I was in the 

Navy I had a lieutenant that told me when enter-

ing a conversation of which you have no opinion 

or knowledge, just say, ”It’s all semantics’”. I will 

fall back on that.  I have had some experience 

with RNAi. I used a cream to kill precancerous 

cells on my arms. It worked by modifying the 

RNA. The DNA of good skin or bad skin cells 

need RNA to reproduce. Cancer grows fast, so it 

was the first to suffer, which was the plan. The 

method proposed for mite control modifies the 

bees RNA to the point when the mite begins to 

feed on the bees hemolymph, (the bee blood), 

the bees RNA is introduced to the mite and be-

gins the process to inhibit the mites vital func-

tions and sayonara mite. It is not an answer to 

CCD, but could be an answer to one avenue of 

attack that aids and abets CCD.  

A visual, Ball up your fist and hold it against 

your body. This how big a Varroa mite would ap-

pear to a bee. They are huge, beastly, and 

deadly. ~ Editor Dave 

Varroa Mite 

Protecting the Indian River Lagoon starts right 

in your backyard! Keep Brevard Beautiful’s 

new Lagoon Friendly Lawns program, in part-

nership with the Indian River Lagoon National 

Estuary Program, is recognizing local residents 

who are helping to prevent algal blooms and 

fish kills by minimizing nutrient pollution and 

storm water runoff from their yards 

and restoring ecosystem functions with na-

tive plants. 

The Indian River Lagoon is one of the most 

biologically diverse estuaries in North America, 

providing a home for more than 4,000 species 

and contributing $3.7 billion per year to local 

economies. But nutrient pollution from sources 

like lawn fertilizer and runoff from residential 

areas fuels large-scale algal blooms that can 

smother critical seagrass beds and 

cause massive fish kills. This ecosystem col-

lapse impacts both people and wildlife. 

Through the Lagoon Friendly Lawns program, 

we can all be part of a community-level solu-

tion by making positive behavior changes 

when it comes to the care and keeping of our 

lawns. 

http://keepbrevardbeautiful.org/our-programs/

lagoon-friendly-lawns 

The signs are made by the Boy Scouts from    

reclaimed pallet wood.  

http://www.nature.com/nrg/multimedia/rnai/index.html
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Community Corner 
News for and about your Chapter 

       NEW! 
  IMPROVED! 

 

Plant ID Service Announcement 

For the first time in nearly three decades, the 

UF/IFAS Plant Identification and Information 

Service now has a full-time extension bota-

nist. 

Marc Frank, who joined the Service on July 

1, 2016, has extensive experience in identify-

ing a wide variety of plant materials and is a 

specialist in providing botanical and horticul-

tural information to a diverse clientele. 

.Marc has a particular interest in horticultural 

taxonomy—the classification and identifica-

tion of cultivated plants—but he is also adept 

at identifying the diversity of native and 

weedy species found in Florida. 

Using the Herbarium's dried plant collections 

and extensive library, the Service provides 

authoritative plant identifications and botani-

cal information (such as nativity, current dis-

tribution, invasiveness, regulatory status, and 

potential toxicity) to UF/IFAS extension and 

research faculty, master gardeners, and the 

general public. Identifications may be based 

on digital samples submitted through the Dis-

tance Diagnostic and Identification System 

(DDIS) , photos sent by email, or physical 

samples sent by mail. The current sample 

submission form and guidelines for submit-

ting physical plant samples for ID may be 

found at: 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/sr/sr02400.pdf. 

Contact him at mfrank@flmnh.ufl.edu or 

(352) 273-1994 to schedule a presentation in 

your county.~ 

I apologize for the truck in the background, but like 

Glen Cambell sang, “I love my truck”, I too think kind 

thoughts toward my truckie.  OK, maybe photography 

isn’t my greatest talent, but I wanted to introduce you 

to the new improved “First Impression Garden”. That’s 

what I am calling it now, or FIG for short. When I drive 

into the Enchanted Forest this is the first thing I see, 

and frankly, I was unimpressed. So over time as I 

started to learn more, I started planting things in it.  

 Today, it has the fading glory of “Dotted Horse-

mint” (Monarda punctata), which is even now buzzing 

with pollinators. There are two clumps Elliot Lovegrass 

(Eragrostis ell iott i i) with their beautiful silvery leaves. 

They are also in bloom. There are broomsedge blue-

stem grasses (Andropogon virginicus) in front of the 

rock, a scorpion-tail (Heliotropium angiospermumin) in 

front, and several rainlilies (Zephyranthes atamasca) 

across the front of the garden. I found a couple gaillar-

dia (Gaillardia pulchella) mixed in with the over growth. 

I added the pine (Pinus ell iotti i) needles to accent the 

plants and provide a finishing touch. The gaillardia is 

seasonal and will be back in Spring as will the dotted 

horsemint. Now when I drive in I will see something 

that more beautifully represents a Native Plant garden 

and not a forgotten weed garden. ~ 

Editor Dave 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/sr/sr02400.pdf
mailto:mfrank@flmnh.ufl.edu
http://www.fnps.org/plants/plant/andropogon-virginicus
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green images 

Florida Native Landscape Plants 

1333 Taylor Creek Road 

Christmas, Florida 32709 
 

407-568-1333 

greenimage@aol.com 

 

Florida Native & Edible Plants,  

Landscape Consultations,  

Workshops,  & More! 

www.naturewiseplants.com  

321-536-1410 

Hosting the Sea Rocket Newsletter since 2001; 

www.NBBD.com 
North Brevard Business & Community Directory 

www.AboutTitusville.com 

Cuscuta americana  

alias “dodder weed”, or “vampire vine”.  
Native to Florida and classified as a noxious weed. This is 

one nasty plant. I found this 

plant in some potted plants I 

had right here in Rockledge. 

In fact it set off several 

warning bells in my mind. I 

had heard rumor, scary sto-

ries, about this parasitic 

plant, the kind only whis-

pered about on a dark and 

stormy night. Now that I am 

a lot older and,  hopefully a 

bit wiser, I find that most of 

the warnings I’ve heard are 

exaggerated, but loosely 

based in fact. To set the re-

cord straight here are the facts as researched. 

Instead of “vampire vine” I’ll call this plant  “dodder”. I’m 

more at ease with dodder, although a vampire vine by any 

other name is still a parasite. Mistletoe is considered a 

parasite but dodder weed is totally dependent on it’s host. 

It has very little or no chlorophyll. Without a host to sup-

ply all its needs it will quickly die. It has a sickly yellow-

ish cast on thin, gaunt stems that appear to have no 

leaves. Dodder weed has no root but derives its entire life 

force from the host plant.  

When dodder arises from the seed, it has about 5 to 7 

days to find a host or it’ll die. The dodder actually ‘hunts’ 

for a host. The dodder uses chemosensory clues to find 

and attach to a green host plant. The plant has flowers, 

ranging in color from white to yellow. The seeds are min-

iscule and can last in the ground for up to ten years! And 

then it will arise from the ground to seek out a tender, 

juicy vic… whoa, I almost scared myself. 

Dodder feeds by attaching to a plant and then producing 

feeding tubes or haustoria (kind of like fangs) that pene-

trate the cell wall to drain the life force from the cell. It is 

not generally inclined to kill its host but can and will 

stunt its growth and saps its vitality. 

It is native to Florida having been documented in several 

counties West of Brevard. It is listed as a noxious weed. 

In South Florida. It can grow nearly year around, al-

though in the northern counties it is considered an an-

nual. (Not sold in stores) ~ 

http://www.naturewiseplants.com
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Fall has fallen (September 21st) — which means for most of the country, trees will start dropping 

their leaves to colorfully beckon in the cooler weather. That also means it’s time to start raking 

those leaves ,,, or is it? 

Here are a few good reasons to put 

down the rake: 

 Provide food for wildlife 

 Provide cover for wildlife 

 Increase fertility of your soil 

 

Add your habitat to over 200,000 gar-

dens across America that provide safe 

places for wild life to thrive. And when 

you you certify now , as a thank you 

we’ll send you a National Wildlife 

Federation hat for free! 

 

Your $20 application fee helps further 

protect and restore key habitat for 

bees, butterflies, birds amphibians, 

and other wildlife nation wide. 

To certify your yard go to : 

http://www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat?cam

paignid=WH17LS1&s_email_id=20160912_CWH

_LeavetheLeaves|STAct 

 

 

Certified Wildlife Habitat Plaque 

Show your neighbors that your 

yard is an Animal-friendly with 

this beautiful sign. 

Made from cast aluminum. An 

8”x14” sign for a wall mount is 

($89),For a lawn mounting 

($99)  

 

 LIMITED TIME OFFER 

 Personalized Certified Wildlife        

 Habitat 

 One year membership to   

 NWF 

 One year subscription to     

 National Wildlife Magazine  

 Monthly Newsletter 

 10% off NWF catalog 

To certify your yard go to : 

http://www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat?campaignid=WH17LS1&s

_email_id=20160912_CWH_LeavetheLeaves|STAct 
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Live animals! A food truck! hay rides! Oh My! Native Plant Sale, music, and 

fun. Learn about bats from an expert. (They really are not all that scary, but 

they do eat a lot of pesky bugs. (pesky bugs is pronounced like mos-que-to.) 

This is a fun time for young and old alike.  

Visit the Sea Rocket tent where we will be selling, and    

talking native plants.  
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

GO GREEN!   RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL AND SAVE SOME GREEN!  GO GREEN! 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter 
  444 Columbia Blvd, 
  Titusville, FL 32780 

The November Meeting will be with the  

“Friends of Enchanted Forest” 

November 16 at 6:30 pm 

 www.fnps.org 


