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July 2016 

Florida Native Plant Society ~ Sea Rocket Chapter ~ Serving Central & North Brevard County 

 

The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, 

and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

Sea Rocket will not be having a meeting this 

month. There is a lot of Summer going on. The 

Board Members and Committee Chairs all wish 

you safe fun in the sun. Remember, Enchanted 

Forest Sanctuary, as well as other EEL properties 

will still be having programs for children as well 

as adults throughout the summer months. Check 

out the sites provided on page 2. 

 

~ Sea Rocket ~ 
Board of Directors 

 

President 
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

Vice President   
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 

 
 Treasurer   

Madeline Klinko 
madeline@digiphase.com 

 
Secretary  

David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 
 

Chapter Representative 
Greg Hendricks 

gatorgregh@gmail.com 

 

Committees 
Membership 

Education/Outreach 
 

Shari Blissett-Clark 
jclark109@cfl.rr.com 

 

Nursery  
Lois Harris 

lois6459@att.net 
 

 Hike Leader 
Paul Schmalzer, PhD  

paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov 
 

Newsletter 
David Humphrey 

brevcracker@gmail.com 
 

Hospitality 
Armand De Filippo 

armanddf@rcn.com 
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(Note: All future planning can change presently. If in doubt, verify the date and times are accurate.) 

 

Every Saturday: GUIDED NATURE HIKES -  10:00am - For information call 321-264-5185. 

Every Wednesday: FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Nursery Workday—9am-12noon, email Lois at  
   lois6459@att.net for further info and schedule. 
 
July 16  Skeeters- The Story of Mosquitoes   11:00 am to 12:00 pm   Sitting in the air-
conditioned comfort of the Sams Cabin we will learn about the life cycle of the Mosquito and ex-
plore the impact this insect has had on human populations. We will take a short walk to the Bat 
house to visit one way to naturally align mosquito control.  
 
July 14  Butterflies of the Sams House  1:00 pm to 2:00 pm  The height of summer is often 
our very best Butterfly observation timeframe. Enjoy a cool presentation in the comfort of the air 
conditioned cabin after which we will venture into the pollinator gardens surrounding the house and 
cabin to observe our Butterflies in their natural habitat! Let’s see how many different species we can 
count 
 
July 27  There will be no Sea Rocket’s Monthly Meeting in July or August.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send calendar items to David Humphrey at brevcracker@gmail.com  

For a comprehensive view of Sea Rocket activities go to www.FNPS.org; events, “searocket”.     

 

                

Don’t forget to check out other EEL Sites  and volunteer organizations for more  

Free Family Fun. 

 Enchanted Forest Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EnchantedForestSanctuary?fref=ts 

 SAMS HOUSE : http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Home 

 Barrier Island Center: http://www.brevardcounty.us/eelprogram/areas/barrierislandsanctuary 

 Keep Brevard Beautiful: http://keepbrevardbeautiful.org/ 

 Florida Trail Assn Hike Schedule: http://jjehikesced.blogspot.com/ 

mailto:lois6459@att.net
mailto:brevcracker@gmail.com
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Sea Rocket Chapter 

General Meeting Minutes 6-22-16 

  

Board Members present: Armand DeFilippo, Madeline Klinko, and Dave Humphrey 

Guests: I counted 19 people, with one couple coming from the Tampa area.   

  

Welcome and Call to Order: Armand opened the meeting at 7:02 PM 

  

BUSINESS: 

Approval of May General Meeting Minutes: The May Minutes were approved without changes. 

  

Treasurer Report: Madeline Klinko reported, $3334.95 in checking; $2,500.62 in saving, for a total 

of  $5835.95. The figures take in to account the $634.00 income from the Pond Tour sale and 

$78.57 Speaker Fees paid out. 

   

Refreshments – Armand brought in Cheese and crackers with drinks, Mary and Bill Roe brought 

in a bounty of deliciousness, Dave brought in snicker doodles. Thank you for providing these 

snacks for our enjoyment. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Sea Rocket Annual Picnic  was discussed and announced for July 23 at Sams House, from Noon 

to 4 PM. It was noted that this is considered a ‘Members Only’ event but no one will be turned away 

if they want to come. 

July, and August, there will be no general meetings. The next meeting will be on September 

28
th
 with Andrew Thompson of the Brevard County Extension Service. Andrew will be speaking 

about BEES. 

July, and Aug - no hikes are planned. 

  

Newsletter:, Newsletter Editor,  David Humphrey reminded the attendees that if they have some-
thing in their yards that they are proud of to let us all know about it. A picture and some explanation 
would make a wonderful article or side line.  Deadline for submittal is the 25

th
 of each month. 

  

EVENTS:  

FNPS Sea Rocket Chapter Meeting was adjourned at: 7:15 pm 

Guest Speaker – Laurilee Thompson 

Lauralee, being a fifth generation Floridian, was born and raised on the Indian River. Her earliest 

remembrances involved the Indian River. She went through her memories on the River from her 

earliest days to her current activism in behalf of the River. As she grew up, she would “push net” for 

shrimp which her granddaddy would sell at his bait house on the Titusville Pier. She explained 

“push netting” as pushing a special net through the river grass. She soon found out that by using 

the bait fish she caught, she could make a lot more money by fishing. Her evolution from a 3 horse 

kicker to an ocean worthy boat was fascinating. The species of fish, jellies, dolphins, sea cows, 

sharks, alligators, and  phosphorescence glowing in the clear river water was a sight only remem-

bered by a few now.     

 Plant Exchange: The plant exchange was small but worth the time as Nancy Escoffier brought in a 

nice elderberry, and Dave brought in a small but healthy Sunshine Mimosa. 

Submitted by: David Humphrey ~ 
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HOT, HOT, HOT!! 

June 4th pond tour and  

Native Plant Sale. 
Eye Witness reporting 

David Humphrey 

First things first. I’d like to thank all 

those who helped with the plant sale set-up, 

always a big job. For the staff at Enchanted 

Forest; Joe and Ariel for all the help they pro-

vided. Then there is Chelsea, and Jill with her 

two boys Nathan and Jason, who volunteered 

their time to help set up, and of course our 

Chapter President Lois was there working and 

directing. Armand came in and was a big help 

with the sale. 

Not only was the weather hot, Hot, HOT, the sale 

was HOT, HOT, HOT also. This was by a long 

sea mile the best Pond Tour sale yet. We 

were privileged to have introduced 114 new    

native plants to the Central Brevard eco system. 

The best selling plants were Black-eyed Susan, 

and gaillardia. 

Several people said 
that they were done 
with manicured yards 
and wanted to go more 
native by replacing ex-
otics with natives 
plants to help the la-
goon, and their pocket 
books. Believe it or not 
the lowly frog fruit 
(Phyla nodiflora) was 
a big seller as the qualities of frog fruit became 
known. The Phyla nodiflora known by several 
aliases such as “turkey Tangle fogfruit, (fogfruit 
is not a typo) or capeweed, or even matchweed. 
Like “they” say a “Phyla nodiflora by any other 
name attracts as many pollinators.” Even after 
the sale as the plants were being put back in the 
nursery, we were still selling plants like Hot, but-
tered corn at the Zellwood corn festival. Many 
experiences, advice, cautions, preferences were 
exchanged. It was a wonderful day. That eve-
ning I, for one, rehydrated, and slept like a baby. 
ZZZzzzz~ 

Scarlet Hibiscus 

Hibiscus coccineus  

By Jim Slone 

Today I spotted a large red blossom near the 
stream bed on 
the northern side 
of the Fawn 
Lake Blvd bridge 
in my community 
n e a r  M im s . 
Turned out it is a 
Scarlet Hibiscus, 
that is a      na-
tive plant often 

found near wetlands and streams. Hibiscus 
coccineus is native to Florida's wet places 
throughout the state. It's a tall herbaceous per-
ennial and dies back to the ground in late fall 
after its leaves turn a gorgeous pale yellow and 
fall off. Today there was only one blossom, but 
as the photo shows many buds are ready to 
open. Had to reassure everyone in the commu-
nity, that it was not some new hybrid flowering 
marijuana plant. 

Editors Note:  

Serenity Pond at Enchanted Forest has a few of 
these beautiful hibiscus plants. When one blooms it 
will slow traffic passing by. ~ 

 

DUNG BEETLES ROLL BALLS 
OF DUNG USING CELESTIAL 

NAVIGATION 
From: http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/45521 

Dung beetle occurs in coastal dunes and 
marshes around the Mediterranean Basin. They 
are also known as scarab beetles that were sa-
cred to the ancient Egyptians. These insects roll 
balls of dung across the earth just as the sun 
god Ra rolled across the sky. A team of scien-
tists from South Africa and Sweden have re-
cently published a study indicating that there 
was a grain of truth in this belief. They found 
that these beetles use celestial navigation to roll 
their balls of dung in a straight path. The bee-
tles orient themselves with star clusters and the 
wide band of star light we know as the Milky 
Way. These beetles were astronomers.~ 

http://www.enn.com/top_stories/article/45521
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New Things in the Garden. 

June has proven itself to be a very 

busy month. We held the Ace Pond 

Tour Native Plant sale. This sale, in 

2016, has proven to be the best since 

record keeping began. See page 6 for 

the “Rest of the Story”. 

Sea Rocket, (Lois), communicated 

with the Titusville Environmental Com-

mission, and gave them enough infor-

mation that they could develop a ordi-

nance for new construction, requiring at 

least 50% Florida Native landscaping. 

“SAVE THE LAGOON”. 

At the same time, Lois directed the 

refreshment of the hill by the pond. 

Keep Brevard Beautiful, (KBB) pro-

vided a generous grant to refresh the 

hill. Lois also had terraced the hill to 

keep the dirt from flowing into the pond. 

The terracing has helped the hill, and 

will showoff the color as the plants 

bloom in season. ~ 

Lets not forget the young ‘uns that 

have helped the habitat for the many butterflies 

that use the flowers and plants in some, or all 

parts of their life cycles. A group of Cub Scouts 

constructed, and painted the 12 butterfly 

houses scattered throughout the back gardens. 

This was a project to help the cubs earn a 

ecology badge. They also learned about but-

terflies from Arial, a naturalist on staff at the 

Enchanted Forest. The boys will return in 

about six months and clear out any old chrysa-

lis, and bugs to get them ready for reuse. The 

boys were excited about building the butterfly 

houses, and painting them. To actually under-

stand the painting, you need to see them. Col-

orful is only a small part of the description. I 

hope each house will be home to several cat-

erpillars.  ~ 



 

July 2016   page 6 

Wild Earth Community Garden project, and Volunteer Opportunities. 
This is an innovative and daring endeavor to establish a community garden in Titusville’s urban environ-

ment. Urban agriculture is a growing movement around the country with the goals of bringing communities 

together through better nutrition, local produce, active lifestyle, social interaction, volunteering, healthy envi-

ronment, native plants, beautification. This is an effort to help make North Brevard a better place to live that 

Sea Rocket members should know about. Of particular interest is the opportunity to use native plants to land-

scape around the garden, and have a section devoted to the promotion of native plants. The plan also in-

cludes space for a local farmer’s market. 

I recently attended the organizational meeting where Mike Merrifield and Erin Savage laid out their plans 

and progress so far. There is great support for this so far from the City and City Council, and the first volun-

teer workday (held earlier this month) brought out fifty people. 

Ron Chicone 

 

For further info on this initiative click on these links. 

http://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/2016/06/17/parking-lot-communitygarden/85701300/  

https://www.facebook.com/wildearthcommunitygarden/?ref=br rs 

Updates on the garden 
 Wild Ocean Parking lot is zoned community commercial 

 Community gardens are only allowed in areas zoned UMU  (Urban Mixed Use), and IRCN  (Indian 

River City Neighborhood) 

 Process to rezone could take over a year 

 A new site plan for the lot would be very costly 

 Proposal from city is to do a pilot program for community gardens which would allow multiple gardens to 

start and start very soon. 

 We are on board with this as it will get us going fast and we need your help to contact the council 

members before July 12th. 

 A pilot program would require two readings, one from city council and one from planning and zoning. 

 Key Date: July 12th City council meeting 

We need people for 

 City council emails -template to request support for pilot program 

 finding out about concerns surveying possible concerns 

 scout for other businesses/churches/organizations that would like to put in a garden under this program 

 

Please send a friendly email or letter to your city council members in support of 

this project aimed at creating healthful, beautiful spaces for the community of Titusville 

through organic gardens. This matter will be presented to the council at the July 12th 

meeting. 

SUGGESTED TEXT TO CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS. 
Click here to email all of City Council.  

 

T o  w h o m  i t  m a y c o n c e r n ,  

Please grant permission for a pilot program to allow community gardens to be developed for the people 

of Titusville. I believe this project will help create a healthier and even more beautiful city. 

Regards,  

<Your name and address> 

http://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/2016/06/17/parking-lot-community-garden/85701300/
https://www.facebook.com/wildearthcommunitygarden/?ref=br
mailto:Mayor@titusville.com,walt.johnson@titusville.com,Martha.Long@titusville.com,matthew.Barringer@titusville.com,Rita.Pritchett@titusville.com?subject=%20Pilot%20Progran%20to%20allow%20Community%20Gardens
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Community Corner 
News for and about your Chapter 

This is a photomicrograph of a 

peacock  “eye”.  (See more) 

Sea Rocket regular feature at our monthly meet-

ings is not only great speakers with deep legal 

and/or ecological experience and knowledge,    

but delicious snacks, a wealth of general knowl-

edge in the people attending, and also an opportu-

nity to exchange a plant from your garden for a 

plant from someone else’s garden. It is a great 

way to enhance the variety of native plants in your 

own habitat.~ 

REMEMBER 

There will be no general meeting in July or    

August. On September 28th we have Andrew 

Thompson, who works at the Brevard County Ex-

tension Service. Andrew will be speaking on 

"Bees".~ 

Tom Shube with the  Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWCC). May meeting 

Annual July Picnic 

SAMS House on Merritt Island 

July 23rd from Noon to 4pm 

(As noted in the General meeting 

minutes (Pg 3)). Sea Rocket is hav-

ing our Annual Picnic. If you would 

like to attend let Dave Humphrey or 

Lois Harris know. The email ad-

dresses are on the front page. There 

are several side dishes, condiments, 

fun food that need to be brought in. 

Email Dave or Lois to be a part of 

this enjoyable, relaxing event.~ 

http://beautiful-lands.com/posts/macro-photography-of-peacock-feathers#.VzTo-vkrKCg
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green images 

Florida Native Landscape Plants 

1333 Taylor Creek Road 

Christmas, Florida 32709 
 

407-568-1333 

greenimage@aol.com 

 

Florida Native & Edible Plants,  

Landscape Consultations,  

Workshops,  & More! 

www.naturewiseplants.com  

321-536-1410 

Hosting the Sea Rocket Newsletter since 2001; 

www.NBBD.com 

North Brevard Business & Community Directory 

www.AboutTitusville.com 

NO BIRD OR BAT STRIKES! 

Decades ago, engineers largely dismissed         

vertical-axis wind turbines—which spin around a 

central axis like a top—because they could not match the 

efficiency of the propeller-like turbines common today. But re-

searchers have found recently that clusters of vertical-axis tur-

bines, arranged to take advantage of each other’s turbulence, 

can outperform conventional wind farms. When added to con-

ventional farms, according to a study published this month, 

they can even increase the older turbines’ output.  

 Dabiri works with vertical-axis turbines that are 10 me-

ters tall, compared to 100 meters for a conventional horizontal-

axis turbine. He arranges the small turbines the way schooling 

fish arrange themselves, so that the turbulence created by 

each fish aids, rather than hinders, the progress of the fish be-

side it and behind it. Even a dead fish, placed in such a 

school, will move forward, propelled by the turbulence of the 

group. 

Vertical-axis turbines also present less 

threat to wildlife. 
“Of all the companies that are out there operating these, there 

have been no reported bird or bat strikes,” Dabiri said. 

“This is for two reasons: one, of course, they’re closer to the 

ground so they’re not going to be necessarily in the flight corri-

dor. But they also have this rotation around a vertical axis 

which has a very different visual signature than the very fast 

moving blades of a conventional wind turbine.” 

Dabiri presented his findings last week at Stanford Univer-

sity in a seminar sponsored by the Stanford Precourt Institute 

for Energy. “The data we have is that we’ve been running a 

field site in Southern California, we have about 25,000 hours 

of data now, and no bird strikes and no bat strikes. We’ve 

been doing monitoring at our site.” 

(paste this address in your browser for the full story) 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/jeffmcmahon/2016/04/29/sta

nford-small-wind-arrays-can-outperform-conventional-

wind-farms-with-no-bird-kill/#123181437a9c    ~ 

http://www.naturewiseplants.com
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The Enchanted Forest Sanctuary Education Center 
444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780  321-264-5185 

 

Driving Directions to the Sanctuary: 
 

From I-95 Northbound: take SR-407 Exit 212 east 2.7 miles to  
SR-405 intersection. Turn right onto SR-405 and go east 1.9 
miles (the Sanctuary entrance is on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From I-95 Southbound: take SR-50 Exit 215 east. Turn left onto SR 50 and 
turn right onto SR-405 (2nd light) Travel 3.6 miles (the Sanctuary entrance is 
on the left 0.4 miles past Sisson Road) 
 

From U.S. HWY 1: go west 0.5 miles on SR-405 in south Titusville.  
Sanctuary entrance is on the right. 

Florida Native Plant Society 
 

For membership information, address change:  P. O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278 
Phone: 321-271-6702;  Fax: 321-951-1941;  Email: Info@fnps.org/www.fnps.org 
Sea Rocket Chapter mailing address: 444 Columbia Blvd, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

                                                                                                                                                        

 

GO GREEN!   RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL AND SAVE SOME GREEN!  GO GREEN! 

 

Sea Rocket Chapter 
  444 Columbia Blvd, 
  Titusville, FL 32780 

There will be no August Program  

Sea Rocket’s next meeting will be in September 

 www.fnps.org 


