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Pollinator Pathway Project

27th Annual NMIHOA
Community Picnic

October 27

The new Pollinator Pathway project at the Sams House
nature center is progressing rapidly. Materials have
been purchased and contracts issued for construction.
On October 26 volunteers from the Disney team will
arrive to work on the pathway. Interpretive signs will
cover topics like, bees, birds, flies, butterflies, beetles,
citrus, mango, and pineapples. The Pollinator Pathway
and 20’ diameter hexagon structure will all be in
place by late October. This project is being funded
by the National Recreation & Park Association and
Walt Disney Co. competition “Meet Me at the Park”
grant with supplemental funding from the Pine Island
Preservation Society.

Everyone is invited to attend the 27th annual
community picnic hosted by the North Merritt Island
Homeowners Association on Saturday, October 27
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Sams House
Nature Center.
lTickets: $10.00 adult, $7.00 child (3 to 12)
(Advance tickets may be purchased at the Shell Station, or Shuttles
Restaurant on NMI, or the Sams House cabin for $9 and $6)

lFood: Shuttles Restaurant (pulled pork, Hibatchi
chicken, vegetarian lasagna, baked beans, cole slaw,
potato salad, roll, dessert. (food served 12 to 2)
lActivities: Live music; children’s games; hay rides;
Sheriff Dept. demonstrations; fire trucks; nature
exhibits including bee hives and bats; historic house
tours, door prizes, 50/50 drawing, raffles, and more.
Socialize with friends and neighbors! Questions?
Call Phil Bennardo (321)266-5135 or Nanette
Carbonneau (321) 305-4349. www.nmihoa.com

Welcome Ron Chicone, New Assistant Land Manager

It is an honor to be here at Sams House and Pine Island and to fill the Land
Management Specialist position for the Central Region. Having spent the last
four years with the EEL Program at the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary, I know the
program well and have enjoyed working with David DeMeyer and crew on several
Pioneer Day and Archaeologists for Autism events as well as prescribed burns.
I am originally from South Carolina and am very familiar with Wadmalaw
Island where the Sams family hails from. My own family has property just to the
south on Edisto Island where I spent many summers.
As for my professional background, I have a BS degree in Biology from Coastal
Carolina University in Conway, SC, where I focused my studies on Botany. I
am also a Certified Wildland Firefighter, a licensed Pesticide Applicator, and a
former Certified Arborist. Thank you all for the warm welcome. I look forward
Ron Chicone, Assistant Land Manager, to working with PIPS and getting to know you all better.
-- Ron Chicone
Central Region, holding rat snake

Amazon Smile Donates to

Pine Island Preservation Society!
We received our first donation from Amazon Smile. $17.43!
Amazon Smile (same as Amazon) donates 0.5% to charitable
organizations. When you make a purchase, please choose Pine
Island Preservation Society or 45-4898209. Thank you!!!
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Exotic Plant Removal, Stormwater Pond Surveys, and Manatees
Pine Island Conservation Area (PICA) was
awarded funding from the State to continue exotic
plant treatment within the 880 acre Sanctuary.
This years funding will be used to treat 264 acres
of Brazilian pepper, Melaleuca, guava, climbing
fern, Guinea grass and cogon grass. Controlling
these invasive species allows our native vegetation
to flourish, as well as all our native animals and
insects that depend on healthy habitats.
Relating to native species, both of our stormwater
ponds will be surveyed in mid September. Previous
Watching manatees from observation deck, Sams Creek, PICA.
surveys were done in 2007 and 2012 when the ponds
were completely freshwater. Since they were re-engineered to allow connection with the lagoon, there is a
completely different variety of species that inhabit those waters. When the survey is complete, it will be added to
the management plan for the site as well as posted in the kiosk at the PICA parking area.
Also, the manatees are back! Though the Lagoon is visibly in need of help, manatees are now being spotted
in Sams Creek. Even dolphins were spotted one day last month. The PICA entrance on Pine Island Rd. is open
from 8:30 a.m. to dark 7 days a week. And from Tuesday through Sunday, the Sams Historical House, museum
and nature center is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
David DeMeyer
EEL Land Manager, Central Region

Diana Sageser Teaches “Jumping Flea” Lessons
Ukelele translates to “Jumping
Flea” in Hawaiian. So Diana
Sageser had her hands full teaching
27 people, all ages, how to play
the “Jumping Fleas” in the Sams
cabin in July. Some brought their
own, and Diana provided Ukeleles
to those who needed them. She
taught chords and sang several
songs during the Ukulele lesson.
Lots of fun!

Chef Sandee Demonstrates Mango Jam Making

Chef Sandee LaRouche-Brannin Natowich taught how to slice, assemble ingredients, cook, sterilize and spoon
mango/pineapple jam in canning jars. During an earlier session she demonstrated how to make marmalade. Participants
received instructions and recipies and a jar of delicious mango/pineapple jam to take home. More pioneer cooking
lessons to come. All proceeds were donated to the Pine Island Preservation Society.

www.pipsmi.com

Pine Island Knotes

September 2018

Homeschool Orientation
An orientation was recently held for a homeschool
program that will be offered on the 3rd Friday of the
month at Sams House. Students worked on a leaf
painting project, took a hike and learned how they
can earn badges for specific topics they will be taught
throughout the year.
A kit with name badges, a lanyard, and small
binders with lessons will
be provided to the students.
Initially about 25 are
expected to participate.

Homeschoolers hike.

Individual kits for students

This handsome Bearded Dragon was the star of the show
when Megan and Ellen from the Brevard Zoo presented a
program in the Sams cabin on animal health and how to care
for a variety of domestic and exotic species.

Upcoming Sams House Programs
l
Frontier Homeschool - Fri., Sept. 21,
10:30 a.m. to noon. First official day of Frontier School
featuring Florida pioneers. Sign up in advance. 321
449-4720.
l Museum/Public Lands Day - Sat., Sept.
22, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Featured guided tours.
l Pleistocene Paddle - Sat., Sept. 29, 9:00 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m. David Celli of Central Florida Fossils will
lead a kayak expedition along waterways that ancient
animals traveled. Call for details and reservation. 321
449-4720.
l Archaeologists for Autism - Sat., Oct. 20,
10 to 4. Register at www.archaeologistsforautism.org
l Merritt Island Wildlife Assn. Visit - Sat.,
Nov. 17. Members of the MIWA will be provided a guided
tour of Sams House nature center. For reservations call
321 861-2377.

Martha Pessaro, Sams House Education Coordinator,
recently led a group of Japanese visitors on a tour of the
nature complex. She communicated through an interpreter
as the group only spoke Japanese.
Children enjoyed a lesson
in prehistoric animals in
Florida by making a dough out
of flour, salt and water, and
then imprinting the mixture
with small replicas of ancient
animals.

UF/IFAS Master Naturalist Presentation
The University of Florida’s Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) is a federal-statecounty partnership dedicated to developing knowledge
in agriculture, human and natural resources, and the
life sciences, and enhancing and sustaining the quality
of human life by making that information accessible.
Holly Abeels, a Master Naturalist from UF/IFAS
gave a presentation in the Sams cabin to 20 attendees
explaining how they could become involved in the
Master Naturalist program.

www.pipsmi.com
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Contact Information
David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region; Ron
Chicone, EEL Asst. Land Manager for Central Region; Martha
Pessaro, Sams Education Center Coordinator; and Corianne Conway,
EEL Naturalist at Sams House, can all be reached at 321 449-4720.
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
Volgistics, this website which allows volunteers to sign up for shifts
or projects online, as well as record volunteer hours, is located...at
this new address:
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=53695
The Docent Desk computer is set up for entry as well.
Website: pipsmi.com
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety
Pine Island Knotes editor: Darleen Hunt, 321 452-8433,
Pine Island Preservation Society

Board of Directors
Rick English, president;
John Schantzen, vice president;
Elaine Leclerc, secretary;
Darleen Hunt, treasurer
Tom McFarland, Diane Stees;
Al Sams; Jerry Stubbs;
Debbie Richard, Elaine Williams,
Liz Mandeville,
Josie Neal,
and Barb Venuto

The purpose of PIPS is to promote
conservation, awareness, and
apprecition of the Pine Island
Conservation Area and to provide
assistance to the Environmentally
Endangered Lands (EEL) Program
PIPS is a private non-profit
501(c)(3) organization.
Contributions are deductable under
Sec. 170 of the IRS Code.
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President’s Thoughts...
This time last year, we were recovering
from hurricane Irma with its flooding
and wind damage at the Pine Island
Conservation Area. We have made an
amazing recovery and our fall programs
and plans are in full swing! Plan to come out and enjoy the
Sams House Education Center offerings.
One exciting program that we are pleased to host every
year is Archaeologists for Autism on October 20th. This
has been a big success for several years and draws quite a
crowd. See the details above.
Greetings are in order for Ron Chicone our new Assistant
Land Manager. Read about him in the article on the front
page of this newsletter.
Please remember to use smile.amazon.com instead of
amazon.com and designate Pine Island Preservation Society
as charity recipient. The numbers may seem small now, but
every little bit helps and the amounts we get will surely grow.
Finally, don’t forget our main event of the year: Pioneer
Day is this February on Saturday the 9th from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m.; as always held in conjunction with St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church.
Enjoy Autumn! Look forward to seeing everyone soon.

Rick English

Dave Rich of North Brevard Business Directory www.nbbd.com
has created a fabulous web page on his site for the Sams House at
Pine Island Conservation Area. You can log on directly to the site at
www.nbbd.com/godo/sanctuaries/SamsHouse/

President

Pine Island Preservation Society

membership application

Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of
Brevard County, Florida.

Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________
Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
oNew
oRenewal

o
o
o
o
o

Senior (55+)
Senior Couple (55+)
Individual
Supporting
Senior Couple Supporting

$10
$15
$15
$50
$75

o
o
o
o
o

Student
Family
Sams Descendants
Patron
Life

$10
$20
$10
$1000
$250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl
$500
o Eagle
$1000
o Mastodon
$5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953

www.pipsmi.com

