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Annual Election and Volunteer
Appreciation Night

An annual Preservation Society general membership and
volunteer awards reception was held in January. The evening
began with beverages and music in the main house parlor,
and silent auction items displayed on the front porch, then
board elections and volunteer recognition presentations in
the cabin followed by delicious hors d’oeurvres in the screen
room.
We are pleased to welcome newly elected board members:
Liz Mandeville, Vice President of Development,Sun Rise
Bank, Josie Neal, Retired BCC Professor and decendant of
LaRoche pioneer family, and Barb Venuto, Professor EFSC
and environmental activist. All board members are listed on
page 4.

A Picture Perfect Pioneer Day

Pictured above are Martha
Pessaro and Rick English
presenting award to Diane
Stees.
Left, Celia Williams
entertains guests with
accordian music and
songs in the parlor.

The 7th annual Pioneer Day celebrating local history was held
at Sams House Nature Center and St. Luke’s Episcopal church on
Saturday, February 10. About 1300 guests experienced a festival of
vendors, exhibits, music, presentations, tours, hikes, delicious food
and picture perfect weather. Sams family members from out of the
area gathered for an annual reunion and shared their heritage. Diane
Stees chaired the Sams House activities, and Joyce Young chaired
the St. Luke’s events.
New features added to this annual festival included a strolling
parade and a goat petting farm. Photo above shows attendees posing
before the parade-like stroll around the Sams House nature center.

Evan Hall Joins EEL Central Region Staff

Evan Hall recently joined the Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Program as the Assistant
Central Region Land Manager.
He worked for 11 years with the Florida Park Service at St. Sebastian River, Kissimmee Prairie
Preserve and Okeechobee Battlefield Historic State Parks, where he served as a park manager. He has
specialized in fire management for much of his career, and has been involved in all aspects of resource
management, historical preservation and visitor services. He left state service in 2016 to return his
family to Brevard County and work with a nonprofit fire management organization. He is a 2003
graduate of Castleton State College in Castleton, VT and grew up in Greene, RI. “I am excited to be
back in Brevard County with my wife and 2 children and to be working to preserve Brevard County’s historical and natural
areas.”
The Central Region covers over 3000 acres including the Pine Island Conservation Area and Ulumay Sanctuary on
Merritt Island, the Cruickshank Sanctuary in Rockledge, and the Thousand Islands in Cocoa Beach.
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UCF Students Visit Sams House and PICA

On February 16, Brevard County Environmentally Endangered Lands Program hosted a group of UCF environmental
studies graduate students. They visited the Sams House and Pine Island Conservation Area (PICA). The visit began in the
pavilion with an overview presentation of the 880-acre PICA, followed by a field tour of various restoration efforts that have
been completed and are ongoing within the PICA Sanctuary.
This type of visit is a great way to introduce environmental students to some of the issues and situations that augment their
textbook and classroom studies. Getting out in the field to see real life work, where nature doesn’t always follow the ideal
rules, is a perfect way to fill out the college learning process.
It is also a great chance for Land Managers to get feedback
from individuals that have “fresh eyes” on their restoration
efforts.
One of our ongoing restorations is a gopher tortoise,
scrub habitat project. The 6-acre plot has gone through
exotic plant treatment, prescribed burns, and will soon have a
small planting project that will attempt to gain a foothold and
provide a source of native seeds to the restoration area.
This project area is visible at the end of the Red Trail, just
behind the historical Sams House Tuesday through Sunday
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Enjoy a hike and check it out for
yourself.
David DeMeyer briefs UCF environmental students in the pavilion.

Upcoming

Sams House Programs
Dolphins in Danger - Sat.,
March 17, 1 to 2 p.m. Dr. Megan
Stolen of the Hubbs Seaworld
research institute will discuss
bottlenose dolphins, and simple
actions individuals can do to get
involved.
l Guided Hike - Sun., March
18, 10:00 to noon. Florida Master
Naturalist, Mark Prynoski, will
lead a hike through the sanctuary
to the Indian River Lagoon.
Bring water, sunscreen and bug
repellant.
l IndianRiver Anthropological
Society - Sat., March 31, 2:00
- 3:00 p.m. Bob Brink, Vice Pres.,
of the IRAS, will reenact a persona
of a Scottish Indian Trader typically
found in 18th and 19th century
Eastern United States. Wearing
realistic clothing, he will demonstrate
his skills as a “knapper” of lithics and
other implements found on a Scottish
trader’s pack horse.

l

-

David DeMeyer
EEL Land Manager, Central Region

Trash Bash Held Along Lagoon Shore
Sams House volunteer and
Merritt Island High Senior Maggie
DeCoursey led the very first trash bash
to the Indian River Lagoon shores of
the Pine Island Conservation Area
(PICA) in March.
Eighteen friends and family scoured
the shoreline for debris in an effort to
keep natural areas safe for wildlife
and beautiful for human nature lovers.
Two large trash containers were filled
with unwanted items such as a chair,
fishing pole and navigational sign,
plus the usual signs of human activity
like flipflops, cans, bottles, paper and
plastic. Maggie declared the day a
success and her “team” was treated
to pizza afterwards. Many thanks to
Maggie and all the volunteers for
making the PICA even more pristine!

Maggie’s trash bash team.

The Art of Crochet by Diana Sagaser

In the screen room Diana Sagasser, center, teaches crochet.

www.pipsmi.com

Diana Sagaser patiently taught
her crochet students attending
a Sunday workshop how to
make a friendship bracelet, then
a more complicated granny
square. Nearly a
lost art,
Diana learned to crochet as a
young girl. She taught crochet
at Michael’s craft store, after
submitting a portfolio of many
different patterns and receiving
her professional certification.
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PICA Features Eagles During Space Coast Festival

During the 21th annual Space Coast Birding and Wildlife Festival hosted in Titusville in February, field trips
were offered to feature a number of diverse habitats. The Pine Island Conservation Area hosted three of the field
trips including a Night Owl Prowl, Eagle Families and a
Pioneer Hike.
Pictured
left
Martha
Pessaro points to an
Eagle’s nest as part of the
Eagle Families field trip.
Right: guest measures her
wing span against an Eagle
chart.

Scouts Are Valuable Partners to the EEL Program
Scouts have always been valuable young partners of
the Environmental Endangered Lands Program (EEL)
and have taken part in many projects on the Pine Island
Conservation Area.
The most recent contribution was the Eagle project
of Dalton Knudsen. He designed, earned money for
materials, and with the help of his troop, built the
exhibit structure shown to the right. The shelter is
now home to the new “The Story of Pine” exhibit
on the educational loop behind the Sams Cabin. The
exhibit graphics portion was funded by the Pine Island
Preservation Society.
An Eagle Scout award ceremony and reception
with family and friends was recently held inside the
pavilion.

Eagle Scout Dalton Knudsen, center, poses with other members of
his Troop in front of the exhibit shelter they built.

“Egg”-streme Parachutes,
A Creative Gravity Progam

Kids used everyday objects including oranges, plastic
bags, and paper to creatively make a parachute to explore
gravity. First you can draw on the
eggs, then hollow out the oranges
to make a cradle for the egg, then
attach the orange with string to the
plastic bag, and voila! You have a
fun gravity learning tool.
A large crowd gathered in the
screen room where naturalist Cori
Conway led the fun filled program.
Photo above shows
decorated egg and
orange half before it
was hollowed out.

Audubon Guests
Learn About Bats
About 50 members of the Space
Coast Audubon Society held their
monthly meeting at Sams House.
Shari holds bat.
Shari Blissett-Clark, President
of the Florida Bat Conservancy, gave her always popular
presentation about North American Bats and their love
for eating mosquitoes and other night flying insects.
The bat program was held in the screened pavilion,
and afterwards Audubon guests were treated to a fireside
hot dog and
marshmallow
roast around the
fire pit.

Photo right illustrates
attaching the orange
and egg to a plastic
bag.
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President’s Thoughts...

Contact Information

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region; Evan Hall,
EEL Assistant Land Manager for Central Region; Martha Pessaro,
Education Center Coordinator; and Kaitlin Hurley and Corianne
Conway, EEL Naturalists at Sams House, can all be reached at 321
449-4720.
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
Volgistics, this website which allows volunteers to sign up for shifts
or projects online, as well as record volunteer hours, is located...at
this new address:
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?from=53695
The Docent Desk computer is set up for entry as well.
Website: pipsmi.com
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety
Pine Island Knotes editor: Darleen Hunt, 321 452-8433,
dhunt125@aol.com
Pine Island Preservation Society

Board of Directors

Rick English, president;
John Schantzen, vice
president;
Elaine Leclerc, secretary;
Louise Parker and Darleen
Hunt, co-treasurers
Tom McFarland, Diane Stees;
Al Sams; Jerry Stubbs;
Debbie Richard, Elaine
Williams, Liz Mandeville,
Josie Neal,

Page 4

The purpose of PIPS is
to promote conservation,
awareness, and apprecition of
the Pine Island Conservation
Area and to provide assistance
to the Environmentally
Endangered Lands (EEL)
Program
PIPS is a private non-profit
501(c)(3) organization.
Contributions are deductable
under Sec. 170 of the IRS Code.

It’s springtime once again at the
Pine Island Conservation Area. With
the temperate weather over the next few
weeks, make sure you take the opportunity
to explore and enjoy the wonders of PICA and the Sams
House Education Center. Hiking, fishing, birding and fun
programs are on the agenda for this time of year. Get out of
doors and experience all of it!
Once again, Pioneer Day was a big success. We added
new vendors, exhibitors, fresh vegetables, baby goats and,
perhaps most visibly, a pioneer parade. The weather was
great, too. Be sure to put this on your calendar for next
February.
As noted above, at our annual meeting we held elections
for the PIPS board and are pleased to welcome our new
members. At the February board meeting we elected officers
for this year. No new faces here, the current officers were
reelected for another term. It’s our pleasure to continue for
one more year.
Any organization like PIPS can only succeed in supporting
PICA and prosper through the work of our volunteers.
Thanks to all of you who have given your time, skills and
talents through the years. We all want to see the work of
PIPS continue to grow. Please encourage your friends,
neighbors and family members to join and experience the
fun and service opportunities.

Rick English
President

Pine Island Preservation Society

membership application

Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of
Brevard County, Florida.

Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________
Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
oNew
oRenewal

o
o
o
o
o

Senior (55+)		
Senior Couple (55+)
Individual			
Supporting			
Senior Couple Supporting

$10
$15
$15
$50
$75

o
o
o
o
o

Student			
Family			
Sams Descendants
Patron		
Life

$10
$20
$10
$1000
$250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl
$500
o Eagle
$1000
o Mastodon
$5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953
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