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Mike Knight Discusses the Future of the EEL Program

The Environmentally Endangered
Lands (EEL) Program currently has 24,000
acres of land of which 16,000 are under EEL
management. Mike Knight, Manager of
the Brevard County EEL Program, gave an
overview of the Program to members of the
Preservation Society Board and supporters
during an evening presentation in the Sams
House pavilion on June 15.
He described the history, the main
purpose, and the future of the EEL program. The
history begins with a 1990 referendum where
citizens approved a 0.25 millage to acquire
endangered lands throughout Brevard County,
followed by another voter referendum in 2004
for 0.2085 mils. The purpose is to protect
and manage the bio-diversity of Brevard’s
ecosystems, and to provide passive recreation
and education. The most effective management tool is fire. Controlled burns are less expensive than fighting unplanned
fires. There are currently 65 miles of trails used for hiking, mountain bikes and horseback riding. Trail development and
maintenance is never ending. There are three education centers, the Enchanted Forest, Sams House at Pine Island, and the
Barrier Island Center. These require professional staffing. At one time the EEL Program had 39 employees. Now there are
29, seven of whom are part time.
The future of the EEL Program is uncertain as it approaches a funding shortfall in Fiscal Year ‘18-’19. A long-term
funding strategy must be considered. The explanation is a combination of complex issues, which is why Mike Knight is
reaching out to the public to explain the status of the EEL Program. He will make additional presentations on: Sunday, July
2 at the Barrier Island Center, 8385 South Highway A1A in Melbourne Beach at 2 p.m.;Wednesday, July 5 at Enchanted
Forest, 444 Columbia Blvd. in Titusville at 6 p.m..; Thursday, July 6 at EEL Admin. Office at 91 East Drive in Melbourne
at 6 p.m.; and Saturday, July 8, 2017, at the Sams House at 10 a.m.. Please plan to attend one of these presentations and
invite your friends. A nine page “Operations and Funding Status Report” is available on our website at www.pipsmi.com or
printed copies are available at the Sams House Nature Center.
This chart shows visitation at the Sams House Nature Center from 2012 to now. It
does not reflect visitors to the PICA from Pine Island Road or other regional areas.
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A Barred Owl
hatched in April
watches activity
around the
maintenance
buildings at the
Sams House
Nature Center.
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Conservation Continues on the PICA

Brevard County applied for and was issued a St. Johns
River Water Management District permit for North Merritt
Island Stormwater improvements for construction of drainage
improvements to address flooding on North Merritt Island.  The
Pine Island Pump Station was one of 5 improvement projects to
address the flooding issue.  The station and utilization of existing
borrow pits were created for stormwater treatment and peak
flow attenuation.  This project included the expansion of the two
existing borrow pits on Pine Island Conservation Area (PICA) and
routing of untreated stormwater into the expanded borrow pits
via an adjustable weir and pumps.  Pump usage is permitted for
prior to and following predicted storm events of 6 inches or more.  
Discharge from the northern borrow pit is designed to discharge
through a control structure and downstream of the weir structure
within the Pine Island Canal.  The southern borrow pit is designed
to discharge through a control structure and into the existing Sams
Creek Canal, then to the Indian River Lagoon.
Drawing above shows mitigation project currently
Pine Island Conservation Area is an 880-acre Sanctuary that
underway.
is managed by the Brevard County Environmentally Endangered
Lands  (EEL) Program.  The Main entrance to the site is located at 2100 Pine Island Road.  The gates are open
from 8:30AM to dusk, 7 days a week.  
You are encouraged to visit the site to learn more about how the project is keeping your neighborhoods drier
through large rain events with our displays placed around the lakes.  While you are there you can also enjoy the 9
miles of trails throughout the site, kayaking opportunities, and incredible fishing within the lakes and the lagoon!

David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager, Central Region

Artistic Hiking Sticks Created by Al Sams (aka “Al the Shark”)
Nearly everyone who visits the Sams House cabin to view the exhibits and learn about the history associated with
the area, also takes a peak at the items for sale on the little Wall Store. One of the most popular items offered are artistic
hiking sticks by “Al the Shark.”
Hiking sticks are hand crafted by Al Sams using a wide variety of woods including Cedar, Oak, Austrailian
Pine, Bay, and Swamp Maple. His process involves finding the wood, stripping the sticks, cutting to length, sanding,
varnishing, then adding a rubber tip at the bottom and a leather hand strap to the top. This is a labor of love for Al, a
high energy man who is, of course, an avid hiker himself.
Al Sams is a charter board member of the Pine Island Preservations
Society (PIPS). He retired after serving 36 years as a science teacher in
Dade County. Raised in Eau Gallie, he is a distant cousin to the Merritt
Island Sams Family. He began crafting hiking sticks when he retired in
2005, which is also when he began hiking seriously throughout Central
Florida and became involved with members of the Florida Trail Association.
Besides hiking, Al works on trail maintenance, bridges, buildings, pretty
much anything that needs to be done.
So how did he get the name “Al the Shark?” He said he did a lot of
skin diving when he was in his 20s and 30s. He sailed a boat in the Keys
and Bahamas and to the Out Islands. While diving he was able to hold his
breath for a very long time...5 minutes! Hence he earned the nickname “Al
the Shark” from his fellow divers. And, he signs each of his hiking sticks
with that name.
Al Sams sanding his artistic hiking sticks.

www.pipsmi.com
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July Programs at Sams

Master Naturalist Hikes

Sat., July 8, 10:00 a.m. to noon. - “The Future of
the EEL Program” Mike Knight, EEL Program Manager

l

will discuss the history of the EEL Program, and how the
source of funding has been allocated and what the future
may hold for the Program.
l Sun., July 9, 10:00 to noon “Sunday Morning
Hike” Hike with Florida Master Naturalist Mark Prynoski
on the trails of the PICA.
l Fri., July 14, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. and

Sun. July 16, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
- “Brevard Rocks FL” Creative Workshops The

Shown above in center with red stick is Master
Naturalist Mark Prynoski who has been conducting
monthly guided hikes starting from the Sams House.
The next one is scheduled for Sunday, July 9 from
10:00 a.m. to noon. Come join in and please wear
appropriate clothing/shoes, and use sun protection and
insect repellent.

The Story of Mosquitoes

latest craze to hit Brevard County is rock painting! Come
work on designs that reflect nature. Bring your own rock
and supplies or use rocks and paint provided by Sams House
staff. Fun for all ages.
l Sat., July 15, 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. “Otter
Spotter Citizen Scientist Program” Dr. Megan Stolen,
Hubbs-Seaworld Research Institute, will give an informal
talk about river otters and their history in the Indian River
Lagoon. Learn how to become an “Otter Spotter” and help
gather data to help actively conserve the IRL otter population.
l
Fri., July 21, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. - “Ice Cream
Through the Ages and Beyond” Who invented Ice
Cream? At the Sams House you can learn the history of what
natural elements were used. Samples will be provided.
l Sat., July 22, 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. - How to Begin
Family History Research presented by Vera Zimmerman,
Genealogist. An introduction to available resources and what
we know about the Sams Family.

Bats Are Great Insect Eaters

Dr. Gordon Patterson, Professor at FIT, (above)
gave a very informative presentation in the Sams cabin
during April on the story of mosquitoes. He is currently
working on a history of mosquito born disease and
mosquito control between 1970 and the present.
Brevard County was previously named Mosquito
County. Now that the rains are here, everyone is quite
aware that we are in the peak of the mosquito season.

One of the most popular on-going activities at
Sams House is Shari Blissett-Clark’s presentation about
North American Bats. As President of the Florida Bat
Conservancy, Shari has a wealth of knowledge about
bat history and how they can be attracted to a location
with bat houses. These little furry creatures eat millions
of mosquitoes and other night flying insects, and do not
bother people
or pets. Shari
also
gives
workshops on
how to build
bat
houses.
Shown to the
left are two
bats sleeping
in
Shari’s
hand.
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Frank and Bill Robb Show and Tell about Reptiles

Herpetologists Frank and Bill Robb wowed audiences again during May with their live reptile presentation.
Among the reptiles Frank pulled out of buckets and handled to entertain and enlighten guests were: a Diamondback
Terrapin, an Eastern Coachwhip, Southern Black Racers, a Florida Kingsnake, a Red Rat Snake or Corn Snake,
and a Pine Woods Snake.
Frank has been a regular volunteer on the Pine Island Conservation Area where he has been trapping and
conducting snake surveys as part of his Science Degree program as well as providing data to the EEL Program for
inclusion in the Central Region Management Plan.
Photos to right are: 1. A Corn Snake; 2. a
Diamondback Terrapin; and 3. Frank Robb
handling a Coachwhip snake.
Photo below shows Frank Robb admiring
his surpise Indigo Snake cupcake treats.

Backyard BeeKeepers

In April Clifton Best, President of
the Brevard Backyard Beekeepers, Inc.
presented a program at Sams House on
the importance of the bees as a pollinator
species.

Summer Camps for Kids

Throughout the summer months Sams House naturalists provide
educational programs for kids attending summer camps at Parks
and Recreation Centers and other organized camps throughout
Brevard. Shown above are students from Woody Simpson Park
on Merritt Island learning about archaeological digging.

www.pipsmi.com

Pine Island Knotes			

June 2017

			

Page 5

Seamstress Mary Morgan Makes New Pioneer Outfits
Not just a seamstress, but a “period
correct” seamstress is one way to
describe Mary Morgan. Mary has
sewn the period outfits worn by
the Sams House staff since the first
Pioneer Day event back in 2011.
She has just finished sewing three
new 1890’s era outfits, dresses and
aprons, for the staff who wear them
when teaching about pioneer life and
Mary Morgan
during special events like Pioneer Day.
Mary is an historian and researches period clothing and
patterns from the Library of Congress and other sources. The
ladies outfits are full length dresses with long cuffed sleeves.
Although some tops may look like blouses, they are actually
sewn to the skirt. The aprons are called “pinners” because
they are pinned to the front of the dress so that they can be
taken down and tucked under the apron. Mary said “It was
later that straps were added to aprons named ‘pinafores’.”
The dresses have decorative touches like Battenburg lace,
and buttons made of pewter or shell.
Mary Morgan loves being involved in organizations and
events that have to do with history. She is an active member
of the CSA (Confederate Sons of America) taking part in
reinactments (including at Pioneer Day), and is currently a
docent with the North Brevard Heritage Foundation in Cocoa.
She donated her time, talents and materials to make these
beautiful masterpieces. Thank you Mary!

Grannies Garden Puppets

Posing on the front porch of the Sams House in
their new late 1800’s outfits are (LtoR) Katlin Hurley,
Martha Pessaro, and Corianne Conway.

New Gift Wall Items
Check out the Gift Wall in the Sams cabin for
gift and souvenir ideas. We have a new shipment
of the very popular Magic T-shirts with nature
designs which turn colors when worn outside.
New items include finger and hand puppets of
fuzzy little wildlife critters. Members receive
10% discount all all purchases.

Martha Pessaro and volunteer Madison Guintolli
entertain young people with Grannies Garden Puppet
Performance in the Sams cabin during May.

Welcome New Members

The Pine Island Preservation Society is pleased to welcome
the following new members who recently joined this
Association: Jose and Mike Neal.

www.pipsmi.com
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President’s Thoughts...

Contact Information
David DeMeyer, EEL Land Manager for Central Region;
Martha Pessaro, Sanctuary Steward; and Kaitlin Hurley and
Corianne Conway, EEL Naturalists at Sams House, can all be
reached at 321 449-4720.
www.facebook.com/samshousepineisland
www.facebook.com/eelbrevard
http://www.brevardcounty.us/EELProgram/Areas/
SamsHouseSanctuary/Home
(this website is where the Volgistics program, which allows
volunteers to sign up for shifts or projects online, as well as record
volunteer hours, is located...click on the Y)
Website: pipsmi.com
https://www.facebook.com/pineislandpreservationsociety
Pine Island Knotes editor: Darleen Hunt, 321 452-8433,
dhunt125@aol.com
Pine Island Preservation Society

Board of Directors

Rick English, president;
John Schantzen, vice president;
Elaine Leclerc, secretary;
Louise Parker and Darleen Hunt, co-treasurers
Tom McFarland, Diane Stees; Al Sams; Jerry
Stubbs; Patty Meyers, Kevin Gidusko; Debbie
Richard, and Elaine Williams

     As you can see on page three,
the summer heat is no deterrent
to activities at the Sams House.   
Especially interesting during this
season is the “Ice Cream through
the Ages” program on July 21st.   
All of the programs look interesting,
but Mike Knight’s presentation on “The Future of the
EEL Program” may be the most important to the future
of land conservation within our county.
      This is also a great time of year to make sure your
dues are up to date and to encourage your friends, family
and neighbors to join us in celebrating and preserving
our natural and historical treasures on north Merritt
Island.  Funds from memberships, donations and sales
in the cabin are our primary resources to support PICA
and the Sams House.  Renew today and help us continue
our mission.
     Another way to get more enjoyment from your
membership is to volunteer for a few hours a week
or month.   In addition to helping out at a place you
already enjoy, you get to meet some of our interesting
guests from the local area and places around the world.  

Rick English
President

Pine Island Preservation Society

membership application

Membership is open to any individual or organization willing to support the Pine Island Preservation Society in its activities to assist
the Pine island Conservation Area, including the historic Sams House, and the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program of
Brevard County, Florida.

Your contact information will be handled as private data and will not be shared with anyone.
PLEASE PRINT
Name:____________________________________________________Date:___________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________State:__________Zip Code:__________
Phone:_______________________________E-mail:______________________________________
PLEASE CHECK CATEGORY OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:
oNew
oRenewal

o
o
o
o
o

Senior (55+)		
Senior Couple (55+)
Individual			
Supporting			
Senior Couple Supporting

$10
$15
$15
$50
$75

o
o
o
o
o

Student			
Family			
Sams Descendants
Patron		
Life

$10
$20
$10
$1000
$250

Corporate Memberships
o Horseshoe Crab $100
o Gopher Tortoise $250
o Barred Owl
$500
o Eagle
$1000
o Mastodon
$5000

Please make check payable to Pine Island Preservation Society or “PIPS” and mail check and membership application to:
Pine Island Preservation Society, Inc. 6195 North Tropical Trail, Merritt Island, FL 32953

www.pipsmi.com

