
however, will quickly return on their own. Wildlife 
will also rapidly return to the cell. Most of all, the 
healthy function of the wetlands as an advanced 
reclaimed water treatment system will be restored. A 
demucking project at the Wetlands is managed and 
conducted in-house with the hiring of temporary City 
of Orlando employees. Doing it this way provides 
jobs in the community and saves between $400,000 
-600,000 thousand for a project that would otherwise 
cost $1-2 million. Cell 15 is over thrity years old and 
will likely not need another face lift for fifteen years.

For more information and to see a timelapse video 
of a demucking project at the Orlando Wetlands 
Park, visit cityoforlando.net/wetlands/wetlands-
renovation.

to the cell and burning off dead plant material 
via prescribed burn. Rim ditches are installed to 
further aid the draining of the cell, dropping the 
water table about three to four feet so that heavy 
equipment can get through. Next, about 18 inches of 
muck is removed, piled into windrows and allowed 
to dry before being hauled off to the storage site. 
The removed muck has various uses such as the 
construction of onsite finger berms and even Oyler 
Overlook is constructed of wetland muck! It is 
also being sold to subcontractors who haul it off to 
local construction sites in Avalon Park and Oviedo.

After demucking of the cell is complete, water is 
reintroduced. Some plants have to be replanted 
such as Giant bulrush, Duck Potato, Pickerelweed 
and various submerged aquatic vegetation. Cattails, 

The south side of the park is a muddy mess—
at least for the next few months. Excavators 
and other heavy equipment will be plowing 

through about 100 acres of wetlands in Cell 15 in 
order to “demuck” the area. Why, you may ask? To 
begin with, water quality is the first priority here at 
the Orlando Wetlands Park. Over time, the wetlands 
accumulate thick layers of muck from decaying 
biomass that leads to phosphorus loading (unwanted 
phosphorus discharge) into the water. Excessive 
biomass accumulation also encourages sheet flow, 
making nutrient uptake less efficient and leads to 
transition of the wetlands to an upland. To combat 
this issue, the park undertakes demucking projects to 
clear out the accumulated muck: essentially pressing 
the “reset button” on the wetlands ecosystem.
The project begins by stopping the flow of water 
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around the Park
BOBOLINKS (DOLICHONYX 
ORYZIVORUS)  
have been spotted at the Wetlands! The breeding male 
bird’s coloration is akin to a reverse tuxedo—white 
on the back and black on the underside. The look is 
literally topped off with a buff colored patch atop its 
head. Outside of breeding season, both males and 
females are a streaked tan and brown. Bobolinks make 
grasslands, prairies, and marshes their home where 
they feed on small insects, seeds and grains.

GRAY-HEADED SWAMPHEN  
(PORPHYRIO POLIOCEPHALUS)
is a bird native to Asia and the Middle East. It 
was introduced to Florida in the 1990s when it 
likely escaped from aviculturists in South Florida. 
It’s in the rail family and is similar to gallinules 
and coots except it is larger in size, has an all 
red beak and a maroon frontal shield, and a gray 
head. 

NUTTALL’S THISTLE (CIRSIUM 
NUTTALLII) 
is a spiny wildflower with bright showy pink to 
purple flowers. At the Wetlands, they grow over 7 
feet tall! It is a biennial with numerous branched 
flowers. Nuttall’s Thistle provides nectar and food 
for wildlife at the park. 

PHOTO BY MELANIE FALLIN
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The spring and early summer months 
bring rain and warm weather to the 
park. Everything’s blooming and growing 

prolifically—including invasive exotic and nuisance 
vegetation. Some of the most obnoxious species 
at the Wetlands Park include Brazilian Pepper 
(Schinus terebinthifolius), Caesar Weed (Urena 
lobata), and Water Lettuce (Pistia stratiotes). 
Efforts have been made to find biological controls, 
such as in the case of the Water Lettuce Leaf 
Weevil (Neohydronomous pulchellus) that was 
introduced to Florida in 1986 and 1988. Evidence 
of the weevil’s presence can be seen in the holes 

STAYING ON TOP OF 
INVASIVES & EXOTICS

and chewed up leaves of Water Lettuce throughout 
Florida. However, it has been found that the weevil 
alone is not an adequate method of suppression. 

Other methods for removal and controlling the spread 
of invasive and nuisance vegetation include manual 
removal and targeted use of herbicides. Within the 
1650 acres of the Wetlands Park, it can be a daunting 
task to manage the numerous plant species that 
threaten the natural ecological balance. One way we 
are actively tackling this task is by partnering with 
the Friends of the Orlando Wetlands volunteers and 
organizing several removal and treatment workdays 

throughout the year. The aptly named program, 
Invasive Vegetation Control Days, will focus on the 
aforementioned species as well as Chinese Tallow 
(Triadica sebifera) and Cogon Grass (Imperata 
cylindrica). This program also focuses on 
planting beneficial, native species throughout the 
park such as Soft-stem Bulrush (Scirpus validus).

For more information regarding invasive and 
nuisance vegetation species in Florida, visit 
fleppc.org.

PHOTOS BY RANDY SNYDER

IVCD team on April 6th, 2016 worked to remove Skunk Vine (Paederia foetida), a non-native invasive plant.

http://fleppc.org


VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:

Frank Leonard
Frank originally began volunteering 

because he enjoyed the beauty of the park 
and wanted to be here more.  He then 

discovered that the best part about volunteering 
is working with the knowledgeable volunteers 
and staff that are “so willing to share their 
knowledge with others.” He states, “Between 
the staff, volunteers and environment, being 
here is a nonstop learning adventure.” Frank 
enjoys the abundance and diversity of wildlife 
at the park as well as its role as an advanced 
reclaimed water treatment facility. Frank calls 

Friends of the 
Orlando Wetlands

The Friends of the Orlando 

Wetlands (FOW) is a citizen 

support organization for the 

City of Orlando’s Orlando 

Wetlands Park. Its mission is 

to assist the City of Orlando 

employees in providing 

educational opportunities 

to increase community 

awareness, support and 

appreciation of the park and 

its wildlife. For information 

about becoming a volunteer, 

please visit our website 

cityoforlando.net/wetlands/

volunteering.

it “the perfect match of form and function.” 
In the past, Frank has volunteered with 
Mote Marine Aquarium, the American 
Littoral Society, Tampa bay Performing 
Arts Center and the St. Pete Grand Prix. He 
has worked as a self-proclaimed “computer 
nerd” for over 40 years. His hobbies 
include photography, nature journaling/
blogging and travel. You can see Frank 
leading tours on the weekends as well as at 
outreach events for the Orlando Wetlands 
Park. Thank you Frank for all that you do!

WELCOME NEW VOLUNTEERS
The Orlando Wetlands Park welcomes the newest Friends of the Orlando 

Wetlands Volunteers: Johnny Wilke and Debbie Machamer.

The Friends of the Orlando Wetlands contributed 579.5 hours for the 

months of March through April. Thank you volunteers!

Johnny Wilke

http://cityoforlando.net/wetlands/volunteering
http://cityoforlando.net/wetlands/volunteering


WILDFLOWER CORNER

Spatterdock

Spatterdock (Nuphar advena), sometimes 
called Yellow Pondlily or Cowlily, is an 
emergent aquatic plant that is a member 

of the Waterlily Family (Nymphaeaceae) 
and is common at Orlando Wetlands Park.  
Spatterdock’s heart-shaped leaves either lay flat 
on the surface or may extend to about a foot above 
the water.  The flower resembles a yellow ball 
and emerges from the water on a separate stalk.

Besides Spatterdock cleaning the water in 
the wetlands, it provides food and cover 
for many creatures that inhabit the marsh.  
Purple Gallinules frequently feed on seeds 
of Spatterdock as well as on the insects that 
feed on Spatterdock.  The White-Tailed Diver 
(Bellura gortynoides) is a moth whose larvae 
bore into the petiole of Spatterdock leaves.

Look for this important Florida native 
wildflower in the wetland cells.

Text and photos by Randy Snyder, 
OWP Volunteer



Great Southern White 
and Cloudless Sulphur 

When it comes to butterfly migration, the Monarch most 
often comes to mind.  Other migratory butterflies, 
the Cloudless Sulphur and the Great Southern White, 

are more common at Orlando Wetlands Park (OWP).  Both 
Cloudless Sulphur and Great Southern White are members 
of the White and Sulphur Family (Pieridae) with wing spans 
of about three inches.  The Whites belong to the Subfamily 
Pierinae, while the Sulphurs belong to the Subfamily Coliadinae.

The Great Southern White (Ascia monuste) is white overall with 
antennae tipped in blue.  On the dorsal side, the wings have a 
thin, dark border.  On the ventral side, the wings vary from white 
(warmer months) to light brown (cooler months) depending on the 
season.  This butterfly is more common along Florida’s coasts, but is 
likely to be seen at OWP during migrations.  Inland caterpillar host 
plants include members of the Mustard Family (Brassicaceae) such 
as Virginia Pepperweed (Lepidium virginicum) while coastal host 
plants include Saltwort (Batis maritima) in the Family Bataceae.

Text and photos by Randy Snyder, 
OWP Volunteer

BUTTERFLY SPOTLIGHT

CLOUDLESS SULPHUR

GREAT SOUTHERN WHITE    

The Cloudless Sulphur (Phoebis sennae) is a 
yellow butterfly with only small markings on the 
wings. Although it occurs all year at OWP, it is most 
abundant during its Spring and Fall migrations. 
Caterpillar host plants are in the Pea Family 
(Fabaceae) including Hairy Cowpea (Vigna 
lutea), which was featured in the April/May 2016 
issue of the Orlando Wetlands Park Newsletter, 
and Partridge Pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata). 
 
At OWP, the Cloudless Sulphur and the Great 
Southern White nectar feed on a variety of 
wildflowers including Beggarticks (Bidens alba) 
which was featured in the February/March 2015 
issue of the Orlando Wetlands Park Newsletter.

While visiting OWP during bird migrations, 
watch for Great Southern Whites and Cloudless 
Sulphers that are migrating too!



(DORSAL VIEW
ON TURKEY TANGLE 
FOG FRUIT)HAVE YOU SEEN ME?

ALLIGATORWEED FLEA BEETLE 
You may notice that the Orlando Wetlands 

Park has many plant and insect species, 
some are natural to the area and some 

are not.  One of these introduced insect species is 
Agasicles Hygrophila, otherwise known as the 
alligatorweed flea beetle.  The adult version of this 

beetle is 5-7 mm in length.  It has a shiny 
black head and thorax, and its wing covers 
are black with yellow stripes.  Their legs are 
incredibly strong and if disturbed the insect 
will jump long distances across the water.  
This little beetle was introduced as a biocontrol 

over the invasive aquatic species 
alligatorweed, (Alternanthera 
philoxeroides).  Alligatorweed is 
an invasive species first introduced 
from South America. If allowed to 
grow, this plant has very negative 
consequences on water ways and 
wetlands.  Negative consequences 
include forming dense mats that 
harm navigation, blockage of the 
drainage systems, reduction of light 
penetration and displacing of native 
species.  The alligatorweed flea 
beetle eats the leaves and stems of 
the alligatorweed, thus controlling its 
population.  Before the alligatorweed 
flea beetle was introduced to 
America, it was tested in Argentina 
to make sure that it didn’t harm any 
native species. It was concluded that 
the insect only fed on alligatorweed 
and did not harm other plants.  This 
makes the alligatorweed flea beetle a 
perfect agent for controlling growth of 
the alligatorweed without disturbing 
the native plants and animals.  It is 
considered one of the most successful 
plant biological controls in Florida. 

–Melanie FallinPHOTOS BY LOUISIANA STATE ARTHROPOD MUSEUM



EDUCATION CENTER EXHIBIT:

INSECTS & MACROINVERTEBRATES 
OF THE ORLANDO WETLANDS

GOT A CLEVER CAPTION?

happenings
FREE TRAM TOURS AVAILABLE

Come take a tour of the Wetlands! Friends of the 
Orlando Wetlands will be available for tram tours 
Fridays and Saturdays. Tours start at 9:00am and are 
on a first come, first served basis.  The Tram Tour 
seating capacity is 15 people on a first-come basis. 
No reservation required. 

THE TRAM TOURS ARE FREE. 
DONATIONS ARE  ALWAYS WELCOME.

The Wetlands Park Education Center will feature a 
seasonal exhibit during the months of June and July 
titled: Insects & Macroinvertebrates of the Orlando 
Wetlands Park.  Stop in and visit the center to explore 
real specimens and hands-on displays. The exhibit will 
also feature incredible photographs by the Friends of 
the Orlando Wetlands!

Email your suggestion along with your name 
to orlandowetlandspark@cityoforlando.net.  

A winning caption will be selected and 
posted on the website. 

Orlando Wetlands Park | 25155 Wheeler Road 
Christmas, Florida 32709-1375
Phone 407.568.1706 Fax 407.568.1725 
cityoforlando.net

happenings

PHOTO BY RACHEL KESSLER

PHOTO BY MARY KEIM

PHOTO BY RANDY SNYDER

Be sure to check the “Schedule of Events” on our website 
for the most up-to-date information at the park. 

Visit cityoforlando.net/wetlands/schedule.

http://cityoforlando.net/wetlands/schedule

