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PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS HAVE POSITIVE IMPACT ON LAGOON’S HEALTH



Serving Brevard for 30 years.

Coastal Health Systems is a truly unique not-for-profit 
organization in partnership with Brevard’s hospitals and 
Brevard County. Operating under the vision and guidance of 
a Board of Directors with members from Brevard hospitals 
and with the important oversight of the Board of County 
Commissioners, Coastal must meet the highest professional 
and service standards and remain capable of responding to the 
needs and vision of the county’s health care and emergency 
services professional’s alike. Coastal exemplifies the level of 
collaboration that exists within our community to deliver the 
high quality of service that our hospitals expect, our county 
leadership requires and our citizens deserve.

Community Partnerships.

Seasoned Professionals.

Quality Assured.
At Coastal “Quality” is a benchmark for day-to-day performance. 
Coastal believes quality must be measured in many different 
ways, from patient surveys, on time performance measures, to 
clinical indicator reviews and patient care report accuracy just to 
name a few.  Coastal’s franchise agreement with Brevard County 
mandates very specific performance parameters including one 
that establishes a minimum of 90% for on time performance.

Exceeding That requirement every year, Coastal’s on time 
performance averaged 97% over the past 10 years. Additionally, 
patients responding to Coastal’s patient satisfaction survey have 
consistently rated their transports above 3.8 on a 4.0 matrix rating 
scale.  Coastal takes performance standards very seriously and 
closely monitors how that performance meets the expectations of 
its patients, healthcare partners and county leaders.

Accreditation Matters.
Since receiving initial accreditation by the Commission 
on Accreditation of Ambulance Services (CAAS) in 2006, 
it remains Coastal’s goal to maintain the highest level of 
professional excellence. In 2015 Coastal was awarded its fourth 
national accreditation as one of only fifteen CAAS accredited 
ambulances services in Florida to achieve this distinction, 
considered to be the gold standard in the ambulance industry. 
In 2018 Coastal will undergo inspection preparing for its fifth 
re-accreditation award. While difficult to meet, the standards 
that must be met for this accreditation demonstrate Coastal’s 
steadfast dedication to the community and its partners 
in quality.

As Brevard County’s exclusive provider of non-emergency 
ambulance services, Coastal Health Systems makes important 
connections every day for the citizens of our community. 
For 30 years, our staff of trained professionals has safely 
transported hundreds of thousands of patients to and from 
various healthcare providers here in Brevard County and 
across our state and nation. Every day of every year, Coastal 
is on duty and playing a key role in Brevard’s medical 
transportation system.

For today, for the future, 
for our community...

Coastal makes 
connections for life.

For information Call 321.633.7050 or visit www.coastalhealth.org
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Although hurricane season is coming to a close, there are a variety of 
types of emergencies, and they can happen year-round. That’s why 
Brevard County Emergency Management has updated the ways in which 
residents and visitors can receive emergency alerts and information.

“There were hundreds of people using our 40404 text messages to stay informed during and after Hurricane Irma, but the 
technology we were using no longer works in the same way,” said Emergency Management Director Kimberly Prosser. “We 
had to find another method to provide that information to residents who don’t use social media. The 888777 system is it.”

Brevard County Emergency Management is responsible for coordinating countywide information and resources in 
response to a disaster, working closely with County, municipal, and nonprofit organizations to ensure the public’s safety.

BREVARD EOC 
PROVIDES RESIDENTS 

SAFETY ALERTS AND 
INFORMATION
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We are BrevardWe are Brevard
More than 80 years ago, community members and clinicians joined together to make health care local. 

This tradition continues today with our nearly 9,000 associates who are committed to improving the 

wellness and health of Brevard. In the past six years alone, Health First has given $796 million

back to Brevard in charitable investments.

We are Health First

Matthew and Kathryn
NICU Patient and Mother
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“DEVASTATION” is the word 
that came to mind as Emergency Management 
(EM) Director Kimberly Prosser and Emergency 
Management Planning Coordinator Kate 
Dean drove to Blountstown, Florida, the day 
after Hurricane Michael slammed into the 
Panhandle as a Category 4 hurricane. The first 
signs of damage were near Tallahassee, as 
the occasional uprooted tree was seen, but 
west of the capital city, only response vehicles 
traversed I-10 westbound, and stretches of 
the eastbound highway were punctuated by 
lines of stopped traffic as drivers had to wait 
for chainsaw crews to clear pine trees from 

the roadway. Once the caravan of emergency 
management responders (Kate and Kimberly of 
Brevard EM, Jonathan Lord and Lea Tardanico 
of Flagler EM, and Paul Womble and Billy 
Abernathy of Polk EM) exited I-10 into Calhoun 
County; however, they began to view the true 
extent of the destruction caused by sustained 
Category 3 winds in an inland county. The 
two-lane state and county roads were 
covered with downed trees and power poles, 
telephone/cable/power lines and transformers, 
with a barely-cleared path snaking through 
the debris. Almost every home and business 
displayed significant damage, with peeled-
back siding and roofs; trees impaling trailers 

and houses; and twisted metal and shattered 
glass all around. The majority of the timber, 
which is a major product of the region, was 
snapped in half, if not uprooted.

In addition to the losses suffered by private 
citizens, Calhoun’s public infrastructure was 
also heavily impaired. There was no operable 
public safety communications system; 100% 
of the county was without power; in locations 
where there was running water, it was under 
a boil-water notice; and public buildings 
from libraries to fire stations to schools were 
destroyed. Calhoun is a fiscally-constrained 
county with a 22% poverty rate, one city, one 
town, and 14,500 total residents. It has just 65 
County employees, including the 10-deputy 
sheriff’s office, no county administrator, 
and currently a one-person emergency 
management department.

The Emergency Operations Center Support 
Team from Brevard, Flagler, and Polk counties 
arrived to the EOC in the courthouse basement 
to find a handful of County employees and 
State liaisons, desk phones that could not 
dial outside the city, a wireless network that 
could support only a half-dozen devices, no 
cellular signal, one computer, and an incredibly 

Responders from across the state participate in 
the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) briefing 
in Calhoun County

FLORIDIANS HELPING FLORIDIANS

BREVARD EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TEAM 

DEPLOYS TO CALHOUN COUNTY IN 
RESPONSE TO HURRICANE MICHAEL
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calm-under-pressure interim emergency 
management director whose community was 
demolished and whose wife was 39 weeks 
pregnant.

The team, dubbed FEPA Team 1 due to 
its members’ leadership roles in the Florida 
Emergency Preparedness Association, 
immediately set to work with their satellite 
phones and laptops, filling roles as Logistics, 
Planning, Operations, Human Services, Public 
Information, and Deputy Incident Commander. 
They established and maintained a battle 
rhythm; obtained resources from the State, 
counties, and vendors; summoned additional 
support personnel from their own counties; 
coordinated with the dozens of agencies 
deployed to the county; documented each 
Emergency Support Function’s daily activities 
and accomplishments; oversaw shelter and 
feeding operations, including relocation and 
remodeling of a shelter; updated the public 
via flyers, posters, social media, and the local 
radio station; provided daily recommendations 
to the Board of County Commissioners; worked 
with the Clerk of Court/Comptroller, City, and 
hospital officials regarding Public Assistance 
documentation; persuaded the State to procure 

and manage debris collection and monitoring 
contracts; and helped begin the transition from 
response to recovery mode.

FEPA Team 1 has returned to its normal 
responsibilities after two weeks, and was 
replaced by FEPA Team 3, which includes 
emergency managers from Brevard (John 
Scott, Emergency Operations Manager), 
Orange, Indian River, and Palm Beach 
counties. This team will assist Calhoun County 
in its recovery and with Federal Emergency 
Management Agency processes for the 
subsequent two weeks.

While the storm surge-related destruction 
in Mexico Beach and Panama City Beach 
captures the attention of the media and public, 
the rural communities like Altha and Kinard 
are no less devastated, due to the layers of 
difficulties that face their residents.

“Calhoun County has a lot of good-hearted, 
hard-working people, who are doing their 
best,” Prosser said. “It just doesn’t have the 
resources that larger or more affluent counties 
do, and recovery will be challenging.”

FEPA Team 1 sent a follow-up letter 
to the Calhoun County Board of County 
Commissioners and Clerk of Court, offering 

them the opportunity to call on the team 
for information, connections with Calhoun 
employees’ counterparts, or insight regarding 
experiences with long-term recovery.

Kate Dean remarked, “The team joked 
about ‘Before Michael’, as in ‘Before Michael, 
I used to take hot showers, inside a building,’; 
‘Before Michael, we didn’t brush our teeth 
with water that was under a boil-water notice,’; 
‘Before Michael, I was careful about what I 
ate,’; ‘Before Michael, we didn’t give out our 
cell phone numbers to dozens of strangers.’ 
After 14 intensive, lengthy, exhausting days 
with terrific members of the County and City 
staff, dedicated volunteers, and other deployed 
teams, however, those people are no longer 
strangers.” Prosser and Dean said they will not 
forget the friends they made or the time they 
spent in Calhoun County. ■

Volunteers work to sort items at the 
Calhoun County donation center.

Catastrophic damage was sustained by the Kinard Library in Hurricane Michael.

There was no operable public safety 

communications system; 100% of the 

county was without power.
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ON THE MORNING OF SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, District Chief Thomas Uzel, Firemedic 
Richard Pierce, Firefighter/EMT Aaron Rains and Firefighter/EMT Michael Camacho began 
preparing for one of their hardest deployments to date. Forming a four-person team 
representing Brevard County Fire Rescue (BCFR), they loaded up their BCFR engine for 
assignment and made the journey northward to assist the Florida panhandle communities 
devastated by Hurricane Michael. 

The first stop was Orlando, where the BCFR crew teamed up with additional personnel 
from Osceola County Fire Rescue, along with members from the fire departments of 
Kissimmee, New Smyrna, and Port Orange. They collectively formed Strike Team 503. 

Strike Team 503 deployed to Jackson County, a small, rural community comprised of no 
more than 50,000 people. 

“The amount of damage in Jackson County was more than I had anticipated,” said 
Firefighter/EMT Camacho, “but watching the community, and people from all over, come 
together to bring a sense of ‘normalcy’ back to the area made me proud to be there and 
represent both BCFR and Strike Team 503.”

The deployment was grueling, difficult, and heartbreaking for all members of Strike 
Team 503 as they were on call and working 24/7 throughout the duration of their 14-day 
deployment. The strike team focused not only on Hurricane Michael recovery efforts, but 
also assisted local first responders with every day call, including gas leaks, structure fires, 
and life-threatening emergencies. 

What stuck out most to the BCFR crew was not the mass amounts of devastation they 
witnessed throughout Jackson County, but how those within the community were ‘serving 
them.’ Firefighter/EMT Rains said: “Even though we’re here to serve Jackson County, they 
are here serving us, working to make us feel at home.” 

Strike Team 503 went to the panhandle with a mission to assist fellow Floridians in 
recovery and response but left feeling humbled and as members of a new community. ■

DEVASTATED FLORIDIANS STILL FIND 
A WAY TO MAKE BREVARD COUNTY FIRE 
RESCUE RESPONDERS FEEL AT HOME

Strike Team 503’s quarters during their response 
and recovery deployment in Jackson County Florida 
following Michael.

FLORIDIANS HELPING FLORIDIANS



Single Stream Recycling is an automated sorting process designed to handle non-hazardous items 
from your kitchen, laundry room, bathroom, o�ce and mailbox. However, non-recyclable items 

can slow down the process and risk good recyclables from being recycled into something new.  
Recycle by Room and include only these items in your curbside recycling cart. DO NOT bag 

recyclables or include loose plastic bags in your recycling cart.

RECYCLE BY ROOM

KITCHEN

BATHROOM

OFFICE

LAUNDRY 
ROOM Living Room

Bedroom

KITCHEN
Plastic bottles, jugs, 

jars & tubs
Aluminum, steel & tin cans

*Aerosol cans
Glass bottles & jars

Cardboard boxes, tubes 
& drink cartons

LAUNDRY ROOM
Plastic bottles, jugs & tubs

*Aerosol cans
Cardboard boxes

BATHROOM
Plastic bottles, jugs, tubs 
& deodorant dispensers

Aluminum, steel and tin cans
*Aerosol cans

Cardboard boxes & tubes

OFFICE
Paper sheets & folders

Cardboard boxes & tubes

MAILBOX
Paper junk mail

Magazines
Cardboard boxes 

& tubes

To learn more visit our NEW website 
www.brevardfl.gov/solidwaste/recyclinghome

When in doubt, leave it out!
*Please empty and puncture
bottom of aerosol cans
before recycling.
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Brevard County Solid Waste’s Recycling program continues to make strides towards meeting 

the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s 75% recycle rate goal by the year 2020.
The County’s recycling rate for 2017 was 59%. The interim goal for 2018 is 70%. This is a large task to 

accomplish and we need all citizens recycling right to achieve this goal. Over the last few months, Brevard 

County recycling carts contained an average of 20% contamination. Contamination is materials sent to the 

recycle facility that are not recyclable. This material must be sent to the landfill. The overarching theme, set 

forth by the state of Florida, of getting back to basics emphasizes rethinking what we recycle and resetting 

our behavior. Simply placing clean aluminum and steel cans, clean plastic bottles and jugs, paper and 

clean cardboard will significantly reduce the current contamination rates and accelerate Brevard County to 

achieving the 75% recycle rate goal by the year 2020.

The Solid Waste Recycling Website www.brevardfl.gov/SolidWaste/RecyclingHome and Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/RecycleRightBrevard is host to updated recycling information. Our residents are 

encouraged to reference the website to determine what belongs in the recycling cart. Also on the website is 
the Recyclopedia, which provides locations to take materials that are not accepted in the curbside cart. 
We can also be reached by calling 321-633-2042.

RECYCLING RIGHT

Q: ARE PLASTIC GROCERY BAGS ACCEPTED IN CURBSIDE RECYCLING CARTS?

A: Although plastic grocery bags are not accepted in your curbside recycling cart you can return them to 

a local grocery store. Did you know you can recycle plastic film and wrapping with your grocery bags? 

Please visit plasticfilmrecycling.org to find the closest plastic bag and film drop off location.

Q: ARE JARS RECYCLABLE? SHOULD THE LIDS BE LEFT ON THE JARS?

A: Glass bottles and jars can be recycled in your curbside recycling cart. Jar lids may be left on. If they are 

loose please place them in your garbage cart. 

Q: DO I HAVE TO RINSE CONTAINERS FOR RECYCLING?

A: A quick rinse will help prevent food materials from splattering on good recyclables in your cart. Once 

paper and cardboard are soiled they are no longer able to be recycled. 

Q: CAN I KEEP THE LIDS ON MY PLASTIC BOTTLES?

A: Caps and pumps can be left on your empty beverage bottles and food containers (water and soda, yogurt 

and butter tubs). Other plastic bottles such as, dish soap, laundry detergent, shampoo, conditioner and 

similar items are also accepted in your curbside cart. Please do not place the caps separately in the 

curbside recycling cart.

BELOW ARE A FEW FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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Q: HOW SHOULD I DISPOSE OF OLD GARDEN HOSES?

A: Old garden hoses should be placed in the garbage cart

Q: CAN I RECYCLE PRINTED CARDBOARD PACKAGING?

A: Clean cardboard including milk and juice cartons, paper 
towel and toilet tissue rolls, paper-board food boxes and 
clean, dry, flattened corrugated cardboard boxes (no greasy 
pizza boxes) can be placed in the curbside recycle cart.

Q: CAN I RECYCLE MIXED MATERIAL PACKAGING LIKE 
THE CARDBOARD/PLASTIC PACKAGING TOYS 
OR TOOLS COME IN?

A: Mixed material packaging is not acceptable in your curbside recycling cart. The materials in these 
packages cannot be separated properly for recycling.

Q: CAN I RECYCLE STYROFOAM?

A: Styrofoam is not accepted in the curbside recycling cart. Clean Styrofoam egg cartons can be returned 
to a Publix store. Some shipping stores will accept packing peanuts for reuse. Please refer to the 
Recyclopedia for drop off locations. 

WWW.BREVARDFL.GOV/SOLIDWASTE/RECYCLINGHOME

Plastic bags prevent items from being recycled, and also get wrapped 
around equipment causing the entire recycling plant to be shut down 
so the bags can be removed. Do not bag recyclables or include loose 
plastic bags in your curbside recycling cart. Recycle plastic bags at 
your local grocer. Photo provided by Waste Management
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“Crystal clear waters revealed a rainbow 
of grasses and a variety of fish and crabs,” 
said Thompson. “Hundreds of commercial 
fishermen supported their families from the 
Lagoon’s bounty.”

As decades passed and Florida’s 
population mushroomed, so did the algae and 
muck that is choking the Lagoon and its richly 
diverse wildlife. The algae thrived from the 
exceptional nitrogen and phosphorus of runoff 
from fertilizers, pesticides and stormwater, 
which all increase the intensity and duration of 
algal blooms. 

Fortunately, the citizens of Brevard have 
stepped up to save their beloved Lagoon. 
“They did a wonderful thing when they voted 
to tax themselves to pay for projects to help 

clean up the Indian River Lagoon,” added 
Thompson. “That initiative is a great start.”

The work of municipalities such as Palm 
Bay in partnership with county government and 
the St. Johns River Water Management District 
have started to make a difference for the 
Lagoon, but the job is far from over.

Tampa Bay, for example, was in similar 
situation back in the 1970s, and efforts to 
save the Bay were not noticeable until several 
years later. These days, seagrass again 
covers 40,000 acres of the Bay in levels not 
seen since the 1950s, fish populations have 
rebounded and the stench of algae blooms is 
no longer an issue. 

Patience will be needed to save the Indian 
River Lagoon just as Tampa Bay was saved, but 

progress can already be seen. The completion 
of Phase 1 of the C-1 Flow Restoration Project, 
or C-1 Project, at Turkey Creek in Palm Bay, for 
example, has positively impacted the Lagoon’s 
health. For almost 100 years, Palm Bay’s Canal 1, 
or C-1, diverted stormwater away from its natural 
destination at the St. Johns River and dumped 
it into the Indian River Lagoon, where nutrients, 
sediments and unnatural volumes of freshwater 
helped to degrade the Lagoon’s health. 

The multi-phase C-1 Project levels the playing 
field for the Lagoon by restoring a portion of the 
flow back to the St. Johns River after it has been 
naturally filtered at the 2,000-acre Sawgrass 
Lake Water Management Area to remove 
nitrogen and phosphorus. The completion of 
Phase 1 of the C-1 Project now sends 39 percent 
of the former annual runoff back to the St. Johns 
River Basin. “2018 has been a bumper year 
for the C-1 Project, well exceeding projected 
long-term averages for flow restoration,” said 

Environmentalist Laurilee Thompson, owner of Dixie 
Crossroads restaurant in Titusville, remembers growing up 
along the Indian River Lagoon in the 50s and 60s. 

Partnership Projects Have Positive 
Impact on Lagoon’s Health

(L) Phase 1 of the C-1 Project: The pump station at the west end of the C-1 canal sends 
stormwater west to a natural treatment area called Sawgrass Lake Water Management 
Area. The treated water then flows to the St. Johns River. This project reduces the amount of 
nutrients in stormwater flowing into the Indian River Lagoon. (R) The Bayfront Stormwater Pond 
now treats stormwater runoff from a 311-acre watershed basin helping to reduce detrimental 
pollutants and the effects of untreated stormwater flowing into the Indian River Lagoon.

by MARIA SONNENBERGINDIAN RIVER LAGOON UPDATE

Monthly projects and status reports can be viewed at: 
www.brevardfl.gov/SaveOurLagoon/CitizensOversightCommittee 
Listed by month under Progress Reports



BUILDING CONFIDENCE THROUGH TRANSPARENCY | BREVARD DELIVERS | 13

St. Johns River Water Management District 
communications coordinator Ed Garland.

According to Garland, 14 billion gallons of 
stormwater have been redirected between 
January and August of this year, at an average 
of more than 58 million gallons daily. “Based 
on water quality samples, roughly 9,000 
pounds of phosphorus and 100,000 pounds of 
nitrogen have been removed from the Canal 1 
system so far this year, thus preventing these 
nutrients from entering and causing harm to 
the Indian River Lagoon,” added Garland. 

The St. Johns River Water Management 
District also provided funds for the purchase 
of a hydraulic dredger for the Turkey Creek 
Watershed in Palm Bay. In the past, herbicides 
had been used to control aquatic vegetation that 
creates muck in the Lagoon. The harvester will 
provide a better and longer lasting option. Work 
continues on this project.

As part of the larger Lagoon cleanup effort, 
the County partnered with Palm Bay’s Bayfront 
Community Redevelpment Agency in 2016 to 
complete a dredging project that removed 
235,000 cubic yards of muck from Turkey 
Creek and environs. Muck was pumped into a 
Dredged Material Management Area owned by 
the Florida Inland Navigation District. Because 
Turkey Creek is home to a large number of 
manatees, the effort required equipment 
modifications designed to provide manatee 
protection. Two trained spotters served as 
manatee observers to ascertain the gentle 
giants were not harmed.

The area had to be re-dredged last year 
after the hurricane deposited more material 
into the recently dredged area. An additional 

15,000 cubic yards of muck was removed with 
the second dredging, funded with a 12.5% cost 
share of lagoon funds and a request for Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to cover the 
remainder.

“The Turkey Creek Dredging Project also 
treated the dredge water to remove additional 
phosphorus before being returned to the 
lagoon,” said Brandon Smith, environmental 
specialist with Brevard County Natural Resources 
Management Department. “This project didn’t 
have treatment of the water for nitrogen, but all 
future County muck projects will, with a removal 
of at least 50 percent of the nitrogen in the return 
water. The Turkey Creek dredging removed 200 
tons of nitrogen in the solids with only 3% of that 
nitrogen released in the water during the dredge 
process. Our future water treatment will even 
futher reduce that amount.”

To further improve water quality flowing 
into Turkey Creek and the Lagoon, the Bayfront 
Stormwater Pond was created. Another 
multi-phase project, the Stormwater Pond 
now treats stormwater runoff from a 311-acre 
watershed basin. The detention pond will help 
reduce detrimental pollutants and the effects 
of untreated stormwater flowing into the Indian 
River Lagoon. Prior to the completion of this 
project, the basin flowed untreated into the 
Indian River Lagoon. The next phase, expected 
to be finished within the next few months, will 
treat an additional 174 acres of residential and 
industrial lands currently discharging untreated 
stormwater. The first phase was funded with 
$30,624 of Save Our Indian River Lagoon funds. 
The project is also funded with a $400,000 
grant from the State of Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection. 
The efforts to save the Lagoon in this area 

continue with septic to sewer conversions as 
well as the upgrading of the reclaimed water 
treatment. 980 septic systems will be connected 
to sewer. The wastewater treatment upgrade 
will utilize $1.4 million of Save Our Lagoon 
funds and will keep more than 11,000 pounds of 
nitrogen out the Lagoon annually. 

A living shoreline project slated for the 
bay will help to filter out some of the nutrients 
that manage to sneak into the Lagoon. Living 
shorelines use native vegetation and other 
natural elements to stabilize bays, tributaries 
and estuarine coasts. Among its benefits are 
increased habitat for fish and nutrient pollution 
remediation. 

There is no sole source of nutrients to blame 
for the algal blooms, since even residents living 
miles away impact the Lagoon. All these various 
sources collectively contribute to the nutrient 
overload in the Lagoon. To achieve balance, all 
sources will have to be addressed.  “All these 
projects combined are what will help to improve 
the Lagoon,” said Don Walker, communications 
director for Brevard County government. 

Decades of manmade impact has created 
serious problems for the Lagoon, but relying on 
partnerships working together in a methodical, 
scientific and comprehensive approach, the 
Lagoon can return to its former glory. 

“When it becomes safe to eat clams and 
oysters from the Indian River and the Lagoon 
can once again support a vibrant commercial 
fishing industry, we will have reached our 
goal,” said Thompson. “It will take time and 
dedication.” ■

Harvesting machine that will be used on C-1 canal. This machine harvests aquatic plants, 
such as hydrilla from the Melbourne Tillman canal. The vegetation can impede water 

flow at the MS-1 water control structure where C-1 meets Turkey Creek. This project 
reduces the amount of nutrients in stormwater flowing into the Indian River Lagoon.
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PARKS & RECREATION 
UPCOMING EVENTS

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Parade 
and Heritage Festival 
Monday, January 21st
In celebration of Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
life and legacy, Brevard County Parks and 
Recreation in partnership with the Titusville 
community will present the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day Parade and Heritage Festival 
on January 21. After marching through the 
streets of Titusville the parade will conclude 
at Isaac Campbell Sr. Park on South St. 
There the parade will be capped with a 
battle of the bands, speeches, singing, 
entertainment, food vendors, and inflatables 
for the community to enjoy.

For more information please call 
321-264-5105.

Black History Month at Woody Simpson Park Community Center 
Celebrating the past, embracing the present and inspiring 
the future. These themes have always been the purpose 
behind Woody Simpson Park Community Center’s annual 
Black History Month celebrations. The community center, 
which was renamed after Woodrow “Woody” Simpson in 
1994, hopes that by having these events they are able 
to bring people together and inspire change. Woodrow 
Simpson was a leader who believed in the importance of 
diversity; he dedicated his life to serving others. The center 
continues to honor his legacy through their annual events 
designed to encourage diversity, service and fellowship 
among community members.

In 2019, Woody Simpson Park will celebrate Black History 
Month with a variety of activities intended to educate 
younger generations and highlight those who have made 

a difference in the African American community. The Parks 

and Recreation Department will also be teaching children 

in their afterschool programs about important events and 

people in black history.

■ Free movie nights featuring films about African American 

culture. February 7, 14, and 28

■ “Blast from the Past” dance and dinner 
Members of the community are encouraged to dress up 

in attire from the 60s-80s and bring their best moves to 

the dance floor. Free to the public, all are welcome to 

attend. A delicious soul food meal with be served 

Friday, February 22, from 6-9 p.m.

For more information on activities happening at Woody 
Simpson Park Community Center please call 321-455-1379.
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10th Annual Children’s Fishing Derby
Come join the Brevard County Parks and Recreation Department for our 10th Annual 
Children’s Fishing Derby. This is a great time to bring the children out and teach them how 
to fish. Participants must bring their own fishing rod – bait will be supplied. Awards are 
given to the oddest catch, the largest catch, and the smallest catch.

■ Saturday, March 9th, 2019 from 7-11am Fisherman’s Landing in Grant. 
For Children ages 5 – 12 and free to attend

For more information please call 321-255-4400.

One Day Fun Day: Agriculture
When school is out Parks and Recreation has you covered!
One Day Fun Day programs are similar to camp but feature a 
theme with fun learning opportunities and are held on teacher 
in-service days which occur on the occasional Monday or 
Friday. Recent themes included STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, Mathmatics), The Hollywood Experience, 
and A Nature Adventure. Previously, these camps were 
only open to K-6th grade, but starting in 2019 we will open 
the program up to 7th-9th grade students. The days will be 
structured differently to appropriately reach the different age 
groups, but all participants will focus on the same theme.

■ Next One Day Fun Day: Friday, February 15, 2019 
Agriculture themed: Students will learn about Sustainable 
Florida, water conservation and healthy living. Register at 
your local Central Area Community Center.

Call 321-633-1874 for more information.

Second Annual Touch-A-Truck
The first inaugural event held in March of 2018 brought 
out over 1,000 people to the park despite the rain! Next 
year’s event will feature some of the community’s favorite 
vehicles including monster trucks, police cars, fire engines, 
bulldozers, as well as some new additions. There will be 
food vendors and inflatables for the whole family to enjoy.

■ Saturday, March 16th, 2019 
at Sand Point Park 
in Titusville

For more information regarding 
the Touch-A-Truck event please 
call 321-264-5105.

Monthly Movies in the Park 
at Wickham Park
Movie titles can vary from New Releases to past 
time Classics. At this event, you can find food 
trucks, children’s activities, T-shirt launches, trivia, 
and an all-around good time.

■ Free monthly event. Feature presentation is 
shown 45 minutes after sunset (time varies 
based on theme of event and activities planned) 
and held at Wickham Park Regional Pavilion

For more information please call 321-255-4400.



16 | BREVARD DELIVERS | FOURTH QUARTER | 2018

COUNTY PROJECTS COMPLETED

SOLID WASTE RENOVATIONS & IMPROVEMENTS

Central Disposal Facility Citizen 
Drop-off Building Renovation
Renovations included the floor replacement and replacement 
of the leachate collection trench drain system.
■ Cost: $427,159
■ Funding: Solid Waste Assessments and Impact Fees
■ Completion Date: September 2018

Solar Canopy and Parking 
Improvements
Electricity generated from the solar canopy offsets the 
operational costs of the Fleet Maintenance Facility.
■ Cost: $561,147
■ Funding: Solid Waste Assessments and Impact Fees
■ Completion Date: October 2018



parrishhealthcare.com Healing Families—Healing Communities® 

Parrish Medical Center is part of the Mayo Clinic Care Network. 

We’re working together to solve our patient’s hard-to-solve 

problems. For you that means peace of mind and  

confidence knowing you’ll receive high-quality  

healthcare, right here, at home. 

     The care
you need

    close to 
 home.

Parrish Medical Center 
and Mayo Clinic—  
Working Together.

To learn more, visit 
parrishhealthcare.com/
aboutus
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Space Coast’s Mobility Week Was “Off To The Races” 
With Celebrity NASCAR Driver
What moves you? Space Coast Area Transit and the Space Coast TPO recently celebrated 
Mobility Week. Sponsored by the District 5 Florida Department of Transportation, events 
were held within a nine-county Central Florida region – Brevard, Flagler, Lake, Marion, 
Orange, Osceola, Seminole, Sumter and Volusia counties. Pop up events were held at bus 
stops throughout Brevard to thank passengers for riding, and to offer them a free ride on “Try 
Transit Thursday” by downloading the 321Transit app. A Special Edition of “Ride with Jim” fea-
tured Scott Lagasse Jr., a celebrity NASCAR driver and spokesperson for Florida Department 
of Transportation’s “Alert Today Alive Tomorrow” campaign. Lagasse, a speedway specialist 
as evidenced by his four-consecutive top-10 finishes in NASCAR Camping World Truck Series, 
spoke about the importance of creating awareness about pedestrian and bicyclist safety.

Transit System Takes Top Awards 
for Community Outreach

At the annual Florida Public Transportation Association (FPTA) Conference, recently 
held in Daytona Beach, FL, Space Coast Area Transit received two first-place awards 
for community outreach.

The first award was for the 2018 Tourism and Transit Summit, Bikes, Bus, Beach & Brevard. Over 
180 elected officials and community stakeholders attended the sold-out event, featuring 
keynote speaker Andrew Evans, a National Geographic Travel Journalist and TV host of 
World’s Smartest Cities. Evans gained a world-wide following when he made an epic overland journey from Washington D.C., to Antarctica, over 
12,000 miles, by bus. Following the Summit, attendees tried transit for themselves, and headed to a local park for a Bike Share ribbon cutting and a 
professional bike helmet fitting. The event featured local, state and national sponsors.

The other first-place award was for TRANSIT TALK, a monthly Facebook Live series that offers an unscripted behind-the-scenes look at the many 
ways Space Coast Area Transit interfaces with riders, community leaders, organizations, and stakeholders in Brevard. Since its launch, TRANSIT TALK 
episodes have been viewed more than 30,000 times on Facebook alone.

Nursing Home Residents Attend Senior 
Day at the Space Coast State Fair

For the last 23 years, Space Coast Area Transit has provided mobility for nursing 
home residents so they can attend Senior Day at the Space Coast State Fair. As many 
of them are mobility disadvantaged, they are paired with local high school students for an 
intergenerational learning experience. The free day included music, games, lunch and all the 
fair exhibits, some of which included Wolves of the World from Yellowstone National Park, a 
live shark exhibit, and a magic show.

According to Giles Malone, Chairman of the Space Coast State Fair and a partner in Space 
Coast Daily, “Senior Day is so meaningful for so many people, and Space Coast Area Transit 
has always been there to support us. Their vehicles are set up for people with disabilities, so 
participants are transported in comfort. These seniors get treated in a very special way, and 
it is such a joy to see the looks on their faces. One gentleman, who is a veteran, told me that 
this is a day every year that he really looks forward to. This is a day that our team at the fair 
can make them feel like a kid again – as the fair is so much fun. We’re very proud to do this 
every year, and Space Coast Area Transit’s partnership helps us make it happen!”

SPACE COAST AREA TRANSIT EVENTS & AWARDS

Transit Talk with 
Giles Malone was 
viewed over 7,600 
times on Facebook 
@321Transit



 EXPLORE 
PORT 
 CANAVERAL 

Central Florida’s Gateway to the World
Port Canaveral is not just any port. We’re Central 
Florida’s premier maritime gateway for commerce and 
tourism and home to some of the best known cruise 
ships afloat today. As the world’s 2nd busiest cruise 
port and Florida’s 3rd largest by operating revenues, 
we’re one of Florida’s fastest growing ports and proud 
of our role in Florida’s booming economy.  From cruise 
ships to rocket ships, we’re ready for what the future 
holds.  The sky is truly the limit at Port Canaveral.  For 
more information, visit www.portcanaveral.com.
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Sheridan Road Sidewalk
District 5: Construction of concrete 
sidewalk along south side of Sheridan Road from 
John Rodes Boulevard to Sylvan Drive West. Length is 
approximately 4,375 linear feet of sidewalk.
■ Cost: $563,589 
■ Funding: Constitutional Gas Tax
■ Completion Date: September 2018

Lift Station S-05 Replacement
Project involved replacement of the existing wet well with 
installation of new submersible pumps, electrical control 
panel, and lift station telemetry. 
■ Cost: $467,500
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program
■ Completion Date: November 2018

PUBLIC WORKS RENOVATIONS & IMPROVEMENTS

UTILITY SERVICES CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS (CIP)

Dairy Road Sidewalk 
District 1: Construction of 8’ wide concrete sidewalk along the south 

side and a 10’ wide concrete sidewalk along the north side of Dairy 

Road in Titusville. Sidewalk additions begin at the east side of the 

Old Dixie Highway intersection with Dairy Road and continue to the 

west side of intersection of US 1 with Dairy Road.

■ Cost: $589,348

■ Funding: Constitutional Gas Tax

■ Completion Date: August 2018

Lift Station X-15 Rehabilitation
Project involved rehabilitation of existing wet well, 
replacement of electrical control panel and replacement of lift 
station force main valves and fittings within existing valve vault. 
■ Cost: $106,091
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program
■ Completion Date: November 2018

Lift Station J-02 Replacement
Demolition of the existing lift station; installation of a new 
wet well, valve vault, piping, valves, electrical control panel, 
generator and telemetry infrastructure. 

■ Cost: $644,500
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program
■ Completion Date: November 2018



8035 Spyglass Hill Road, Melbourne, FL 32940  

255 S. Orange Ave, Suite 1545, Orlando, FL 32801 

1415 S. Washington Ave, Titusville, FL 32780 

 

Call us anytime! 321-757-2020 

www.bermanhopkins.com 

Specializing in: 
Tax Returns  Business Valuations 

Succession Planning Compliance 

Consulting    Forensic Accounting  

Litigation Support ESOP   

Estate Planning  Financial Statements 

Merger & Acquisitions  Corporate Tax Planning 

Creating Financial Solutions and Prosperity for Our Clients Since 1958 

Let us help navigate the  
2018 Tax Reform 



COUNTY PROJECTS NEW

SR 520 and Sykes Creek Parkway 
Intersection Improvements
DISTRICT 2: PowerCore to commence construction 
involving the furnishing and installation of a signalization 
truss structure at intersection. Major items of work include 
maintenance of traffic, removal of existing span wire traffic 
signal supports and strain poles, installation of a drilled 
shaft foundation, and installation of signalization system 
items and utility coordination. 
■ Start date: Upcoming quarter ■ Cost: $466,355
■ Funding: Local Option Gas Tax

UTILITY SERVICES CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

PUBLIC WORKS  IMPROVEMENTS & NEW BOARDWALK

Mims Water Treatment Plant CO2 
Tank Replacement
Installation of new vertical vacuum insulated CO

2
 storage tank to 

replace existing tank and associated delivery system, a pre-cast 
concrete equipment/electrical building and associated piping, 
electrical control panels, telemetry, instrumentation and controls. 
With contract execution completed, the contractor for this work 
started in late September.
■ Start date: October 2018
■ Cost: $580,007
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program

South Beaches Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Facility
MECHANICAL BAR SCREEN REPLACEMENT: The project 
involves the replacement of the existing mechanical bar 
screen within the treatment plant headworks structure, 
installation of a screenings compactor with booster pump for 
wash water and construction of a new electrical room with 
upgraded instrumentation. 
■ Start date: October 2018
■ Cost: $994,000
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program

REUSE PUMP SYSTEM REPLACEMENT: Replacing three 
vertical turbine pumps, valves and piping along with three 
new Variable Frequency Drives. In addition, furnishing and 
installing float switches inside existing reuse storage tank, 
upgrading existing pump control panel, replacing flow meter, 
storage tank level indicator, level transducer and controls for 
transfer pump wet well.

■ Start date: TBD
■ Cost: $748,300
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program 

Sykes Creek Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Facility RAS/WAS 
Pumping System Rehabilitation
Expedited project consists of removal and replacement of 
Return Activated Sludge (RAS) and three of Waste Activated 
Sludge (WAS) pumps, associated electrical and control work, 
and minor building repairs. 
■ Start date: TBD
■ Cost: $1,030,000
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program

North Banana River Drive Boardwalk
DISTRICT 2: C & D Construction to commence with 
North Banana River Drive boardwalk located in Merritt 
Island. Site located on the north side of Banana River 
Drive between Martin Boulevard and Kelly Park. Project 
consists of construction of approximately 150 linear feet of 
a 6’ wide concrete paved pathway and approximately 900 
linear feet of elevated boardwalk to provide pedestrian 
access directly between Martin Boulevard and Kelly Park. 
Construction activities will also include installation of 
erosion control barriers, embankment and sodding.
■ Start date: Upcoming quarter ■ Cost: $825,807
■ Funding: Constitutional Gas Tax and Local Option Gas Tax



RSM US LLP is the U.S. member firm of RSM International, a global network of independent audit, tax and consulting firms. Visit rsmus.com/aboutus for more information regarding RSM US LLP and RSM International.

SEE CHALLENGES BEFORE THEY’RE CHALLENGING. 

To make confident decisions about the future, middle market 
leaders need a different kind of advisor. One who starts by 
understanding where you want to go and then brings the ideas 
and insights of an experienced global team to help get you there. 

Experience the power of being understood.  
Experience RSM.

rsmus.com 

We’re up to  speed, so 
you can go full speed.
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UTILITY SERVICES CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

Barefoot Bay Water Reclamation 
System Air Piping and Blower 
Improvements
Relocation of existing blowers to a new concrete pad with 
a canopy as well as replacement of failing air piping, valves 
and controls.
■ Projected Completion date: March 2019
■ Cost: $599.977
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program

Lift Station T-28 Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation of existing lift station wet well, removal of existing 
valve vault, installation of a new electrical control panel, and 
Remote Transmission Unit mounted on a new antenna mast. 
Construction is underway and new electrical control panel and 
RTU mounted on antenna mast have been recently completed. 
■ Projected Completion date: December 2018
■ Cost: $241,000
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program

Lift Station T-38 Rehabilitation and 
Force Main Replacement
Rehabilitation of existing wet well, replacement of electrical 
control panel and lift station telemetry. Approximately 2,370 
linear feet of 4” force main will be replaced with 6”force 
main. Located at and primarily serving Brevard Zoo, this 
work will increase the capacity of the lift station to ensure 
reliable service. 
■ Projected Completion date: January 2019
■ Cost: $586,099
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program
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Fleet Fueling

Glover Oil Company

Glover Oil Company

Transport

Serving Brevard County
Since 1947

Glover Oil Company Inc. has been committed to meeting 
Brevard and surrounding county’s petroleum needs for 
over 70 years. We are the state’s largest distributor of 
environmentally friendly biodiesel. You can count on 

Glover Oil Company’s reputation of providing the most 
reliable customer service at competitive prices. Whether 
you are looking for diesel fuel, gasoline, home heating 

oil, or top quality lubricants, for commercial, industrial or 
automotive needs, call the dependable staff at  

Glover Oil Company, because  
“when it comes to customer service, we deliver”.

AV GAS 
• Low Lead 100 Gasoline

• Airboats and Aircrafts

• Convient Drive-Thru Service

93 OCTANE 
NON-ETHANOL GASOLINE

• Boats, small engine equipment and    
   performance cars
• Convient Drive-Thru Service

NOW SELLING

3109 S. Main St. Melbourne
321-723-3953  |  www.gloveroil.com

70 YEARS

South Beaches Regional Waste 
Water Treatment Facility Chemical 
Feed & Clarifier Improvements
Replacement of 2 million gallons per day clarifier 
mechanical components and sodium hypochlorite feed 
system. Installation of existing sodium hypochlorite feed 
system canopy and storage area, new mechanical clarifier 
equipment, Return Activated Sludge pumps, Waste Activated 
Sludge pump, weir meter at flow splitter box, Programmable 
Logic Control panels and associated Programmable Logic 
Control/Human Machine Interface screen programming.
■ Projected Completion date: January 2019
■ Cost: $1,497,000
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program

South Central Regional 
Wastewater Facility Expansion
Expansion continues, with work approximately 83% 
complete. Maintenance Building and all new treatment 
structures have been formed, built and rough-finished, 
including the combined headworks structure. Electrical work 
and Instrumentation and Control work continue along with 
completing yard piping throughout project site. 
■ Projected Completion date: May 2019
■ Cost: $38,074
■ Funding: FDEP SRF Loan Program

Lift Station S-08 Replacement
Rehabilitating existing submersible lift station furnishing and 
installing new valve vault, auxiliary wet well, new control 
panel with upgraded FPL service and new telemetry tower 
with Remote Transmission Unit. 
■ Projected Completion date: February 2019
■ Cost: $468,250
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program
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Mims Water Treatment Plant
Variable Frequency Drive and Programmable Logic 
Control Replacement: Project involves replacement of 
three programmable logic controllers and five high service 
pump variable frequency drives along with related electrical 
components, instrumentation controls and programming. 

■ Projected Completion date: January 2019
■ Cost: $498,000
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program

Barefoot Bay Water Treatment Plant 
Ground Storage Tank Replacement
Construction of new 300,000 gallon concrete ground 
storage tank along with associated site work, piping, 
electrical and level controls and integration of controls into 
existing water treatment plant’s Supervisory Control And 
Data Acquisition system. 

■ Cost: $1,004,200
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program

Lift Station S-12 
Force Main Replacement
Installation of new force main by directional drill, installation 
of new manhole with new force main tie-in, lining of new 
manhole and abandonment of existing force main. The force 
main and new manhole have been installed.

■ Projected Completion date: January 2019
■ Cost: $171,238
■ Funding: Utility Services CIP Program

CONSTRUCTION 
CORPORATION

BUILDING BREVARD 
SINCE 1965

CONSTRUCTION  YOU  CAN  TRUST
1038 Harvin Way, Suite 120, Rockledge, FL 32955 ~ 321.632.7660

www.wjconstruction.com

UTILITY SERVICES CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
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Cone Road Improvements
Construction commenced in October 2018 by Brevard County Road and Bridge Construction to include items of site work 
preparation such as clearing and grubbing and maintenance of traffic. In the upcoming months, Road and Bridge Construction 
will install drainage improvements, concrete sidewalk and water improvements along Cone Road. Sanitary sewer and other 
utility work (force main installation, lift station upgrades and waterline relocations) began in November by DP Development of 
the Treasure Coast. Project will provide sanitary sewer connections for parcels within the Cone Road Industrial Area.
■ Projected Completion date: Fall 2019 ■ Cost: $3,543,827 
■ Funding: Local Option Gas Tax, Transportation Impact Fees, Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency Funds, SJRWMD Grant

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATES

Pineda Causeway Overpass
Underground utility relocations for Pineda Causeway Overpass are progressing and a majority of this utility work has been 
completed. To keep traffic flowing during construction of permanent project components, lanes will shift into new traffic 
patterns. The Florida East Coast railroad team has constructed their temporary crossing over the railroad tracks. Construction 
of the overpass will be completed by SEMA Construction.
■ Projected Completion date: Summer 2020 ■ Cost: $13,595,595 ■ Funding: FDOT Grant (State Railroad Safety Funds)

Wickham & Interlachen Intersection Improvements
DISTRICT 4: Construction is underway. Improvements consist of upgrading existing single northbound left-turn lane to a 
dual northbound left-turn lane from Interlachen Road onto Wickham Road, constructing a new southbound left-turn lane 
from Interlachen Road into Suntree Shopping Center and replacing existing traffic signal strain poles with new mast arms. 
Improvements are being completed by Brevard County Road and Bridge Construction and Traffic Operations. 
■ Projected Completion date: Early 2019 ■ Cost: $823,000 ■ Funding: Local Option Gas Tax and Transportation Impact Fees

1.833.811.3767  |   www.DRMP.com

BUILDING THE FUTURE ON A 
    FOUNDATION OF EXCELLENCE

Bridge Inspection (NBIS)

Construction Services

Design-Build

Ecological Services

General Civil Engineering

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

SERVICES
Structural Engineering

Subsurface Utility Engineering (SUE) 

Surveying and Mapping/Geomatics 

Transportation

Utilities Engineering

Water Resources/Stormwater 
Management

We’re 40 YEARS  and  COUNTING
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Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) virus 
activity levels have been particularly high in 
Florida this year, so Brevard County Mosquito 
Control (BCMC) assembled a first-ever multi-
faceted Triple “E” Task Force to reduce the risk 
of transmission within our community.

EEE is one of the most serious and complex 
mosquito-borne viruses in the United States, 
so BCMC applied its knowledge of mosquito 
ecology in an effort to be proactive and 
remove the source of transmission before the 
virus would potentially breech our borders. 
EEE is transmitted to birds by one species of 
mosquito – Culiseta melanura – in cypress 
and maple swamps, but is transmitted by 
completely different mosquito species (i.e., 
known as “bridge vectors”) from birds to 
people, horses, and other animals outside of 
the swamps.

BCMC task force staff first scoured 
the county to retrieve immature and adult 
mosquitoes from habitats where EEE primary 
and bridge vectors were most likely or 
historically present. “Fortunately, our team 
of pilots, technicians and supervisory staff 
possesses a wealth of local knowledge, and 
they know the County like the back of their 
hands,” said BCMC Director Joseph Faella. 
Once the target species were located, the 
team utilized an integrated aerial, ground and 
aquatic approach to safely manage populations 
before they matured or otherwise reached the 
community as biting adults.

While EEE virus made it down the state to 
Volusia County and around through Seminole, 
Orange, Osceola and Ochechobee counties 
this year, EEE was never detected in Brevard 

County. EEE finally seemed to taper off 
statewide over the last couple of months, 
but the Triple “E” Task Force remains vigilant 
nonetheless. “We don’t know for sure that our 
efforts kept EEE out of the county, but we do 
know that we put up a heck of a fight,” 
said Faella.

Now BCMC is dealing with West Nile Virus, 
which is much more typical in this region during 
this time of year.

“Fortunately, much of our EEE management 
efforts directly apply to West Nile Virus 
management. However, the primary mosquito 
vectors for West Nile Virus are generalists and, 
therefore, are more likely to infiltrate the County 
in various habitats, from artificial containers to 
ditches and clogged waterways,” Faella said. 
They seek birds and mammals as hosts for 
blood meals, so aside from regular mosquito 
trapping and surveillance, the County’s Sentinel 

chicken program is very important. Due to 
mosquitoes’ strong attraction to chickens, this 
program is essentially BCMC’s early detection 
system which helps focus spraying efforts 
before a virus is typically transmitted to humans 
and horses. BCMC continually collects the 
blood from these chickens in backyard coops 
around the county and sends samples to a state 
laboratory for testing.

“West Nile is the virus we are currently 
most concerned about, due to statewide 
trends, but we also test for EEE, St. Louis 
Encephalitis and a few others,” Faella said.

Fortunately, chickens are immune to these 
mosquito-borne diseases, so they can live 
normal lives as BCMC cares for a new flock 
each year and eventually gives the chickens 
away to residents for permanent lives on the 
farm or backyard once viral activity slows down 
each year. ■

Mosquito Control Task Force Puts Up ‘Heck of a Fight’ 
With Mosquito-borne Virus Detection

Mosquito Control’s Environmental Section partners with devoted Brevard County residents who voluntarily care for 
Sentinel chickens in several backyard coops Countywide. Chicken blood is collected weekly and submitted to the 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services laboratory for mosquito-borne virus testing. If a chicken 
tests positive for such a virus, mosquito population management is heightened in proximity to the coop in an effort 
to prevent virus transmission to humans and horses.

Joseph Faella, BCMC Director

“West Nile is the virus we are currently 
most concerned about, due to statewide 
trends, but we also test for EEE, St. Louis 

Encephalitis and a few others,”

Mosquito Control Pilot, Metro Duke, and Aircraft Mechanic, Trevor Tapp, land the helicopter in a secluded County marsh 
so that Inspector/Sprayer, Tyler Tidball, could search for immature mosquitoes (larvae). Once sufficient numbers and 
species of larvae are located, treatment maps are generated and environmentally safe larvicide (approved by the US 
Environmental Protection Agency) is applied from the air to suppress mosquitoes before they emerge and fly into nearby 
communities as biting adults.  Photos taken by Inspector/Sprayer, James Brown
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Helping your business and protecting the environment —  
At Wheelabrator we call that a win-win. Wheelabrator 
Ridge diverts waste from landfills by safely converting 
Brevard County’s waste wood, scrap tires, pre-sorted C&D 
material and disaster debris into clean, renewable energy.

wtienergy.com/Ridge

3131 K-Ville Avenue, Auburndale, FL  |  863.665.2255

In October, Brevard County 
Fire Rescue (BCFR) and the 
International Association 
of Firefighters Local 2969 
conducted a one-day fire 
ground operations orientation 
for elected public officials and 
representatives of the media 
at the BCFR Training Drill Yard 
in Melbourne. Participants 
actually suited up in firefighter 
protective clothing, donned 
self-contained breathing 
apparatus and took part in 
fire and Emergency Medical 
Services drills that let them 
experience firsthand the 
environment in which 
firefighters work on 
a daily basis.

HOSTS PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND THE 
MEDIA FOR GROUND OPERATIONS 
ORIENTATION DEMO

FIREFIGHTERS 
LOCAL 2969
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BLAZING TRAILS IN

LaunchFromHere.com
LEARN MORE & SHARE YOUR ADVENTURE AT: Relocation Information

Vacation Information

EconomicDevelopment@Titusville.com
Titusville.com

Info@Titusville.org
Titusville.org

Launch From Here is a local campaign created by the people
who love to live here for the people who will love to visit here.  
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Cycling

Pick Up Your Cycle Trails Map!

DISCOVER outdoor recreation and wild nature experiences — on foot, by 
kayak, on horseback, on a bicycle, on a fishing expedition, or with your camera.

Start at the Welcome Center in downtown Titusville. Get a map and hiking and 
kayaking tips for Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge and Canaveral National Seashore. 
Discover equestrian trails at Scottsmoor Flatwoods Sanctuary and Fox Lake Sanctuary. 
Ride our expanding cycling trails to Sand Point Park, Marina Park, Draa Park, Chain of Lakes 
and beyond. Check the space launch schedule and be here for the roar of a rocket launch. 
Adventures big and small launch from here.

Converging Trails: Three major trails converge in Titusville, which was officially designated a 
Florida Trail Town in 2018 •The Coast-to-Coast Trail is part of a 250-mile trail that will link Titusville 
with St. Petersburg. Titusville is the southern tip of the 260-mile •St. Johns River-to-Sea Loop. 
This merges with the •East Coast Greenway that is one-third complete along its 2,900-mile route 
between Maine and Florida.

#LAUNCHFROMHEREWHERE ADVENTURES CONVERGE |
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Ride It
Gear Up.

DOWN

A R E A C H A M B E R
O F C O M M E R C E

SAVE
THE
DATE

Titusville.org/RideItDown

Indian River



321.636.2565 | VAPAVING.COM

■ Paving Brevard since 1982 

■ Total Site Contractor 

■ Preforming work for PAFB, CCAFS, NASA, 

FDOT, Brevard County 

■ Florida Department of Transportation 

qualified

■ Specialize in Government Contracts

■ Four-time recipient of NASA 

women-owned small business award


